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FINE LINES Notes from Pastor Pam  
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
   

Dear Ones, 

 

Once upon a time, in a former life (I've had several), I worked 

for a hunger organization.  We relied a lot on those 

organizational mainstays like "mission" and "vision" and so 

on.  Our mental picture of what the world would look like 

when our work was done in some wonderful future -- our 

vision -- was the end of world hunger.  Not just reducing it.  

Not just helping out.  Ending world hunger.  It was a big 

vision.  Huge. (Visions have to be huge if they are going to be 

compelling enough for us to change our lives for their sake). 

 

At one of our conferences, the director of our organization 

spoke about what a huge vision this was.  Daunting.  And then 

she said, now take a look around this room.  These are the 

people who are going to end world hunger with you!   We 

looked around.   And what we saw didn't seem ... promising.   

There were people who we knew had sorry bank accounts or 

bad habits.  People who didn't dress well and people with 

acne.  People who didn't look powerful or, let's face it, even 

together enough to get to work on time, what's more end 

hunger. 

 

But you know what?   She was right, of course.   The people 

who change the world aren't all Harvard grads, charismatic 

leaders, business moguls, or super heroes.  They are regular 

people.  But they are people who care deeply.  People who do 

their best.  And they are people who commit.  People who set 

aside their negativity and cynicism and their judgments of 

each other to work together for something ... huge.  Because 

they have, indeed, made that vision - and the work it calls for - 

more important than themselves. 

 

I think back to that event often in the church.  Our vision?   It's 

even bigger. The Kingdom of God.  We may have different 

versions of the Kingdom, but they have enough in common to 

be a compelling shared vision.   "Then I saw a new heaven 

and a new earth ... See, the home of God is among mortals ... 

he will wipe every tear from their eyes.  Death will be no 

more; mourning and crying and pain will be no more ...."  

(Revelation 21) 

 

And guess what?   Think about your fellow church folk.  Take 

a look around at them on Sunday.  These are the people who 

are going to bring about the Kingdom of God with you.  I 

know ... for a lot of us, it doesn't look promising!   There are 

people who don't do the right things or do things right.  People 

who get testy.  People who don't agree with us about finances 

or youth group or membership .... nevertheless, we are all the 

people tasked as the Body of Christ to bring about the 

Kingdom.  Not just the committee chairs, or the pastor, or the 

ones with the most money.  All of us.  Each of us.   

 

I hope you understand about visions?  The really compelling 

ones are so huge, they aren't necessarily meant to be achieved 

in one person's lifetime.  World hunger hasn't ended yet.  But 

we have moved much closer.  Did you know that the global 

Infant Mortality Rate (# of children who die before age 5 - a 

universal measure of many things including hunger 

conditions) has declined from 160/1000 to 57/1000 since 

1960?   And think of this.  The beautiful Notre Dame 

Cathedral in Paris?  It took more than 150 years to build it.  

There was no way the people who started it were going to be 

the people who completed it.  Think about this, too - it was 

completed in 1323!!  The world was still flat then!  Don't you 

wonder what's it like to be on Trustees at that church!?) 

 

So, let's do this.  Let's embrace that really huge vision and set 

aside our inclination to be small.  The world needs people 

committed to the end of hunger, pain, and suffering.  Even if 

we won't end them in our lifetimes.  Most of all, the world, 

and the Kingdom, need people committed to love.  Let's 

lighten up on each other.  Remember?  Angels fly because 

they take themselves lightly.  (I love cliches.)  Let's not worry 

about "losing members."  Let's get excited about inviting 

people into our circle of love.  Let's not worry about how 

we've been treated.  Let's concern ourselves with how we treat 

others.  Let's not worry about whether someone else is doing 

the right thing or doing enough.  Let's each do all we can.   Let 

us live ... and love ... generously. 

October , 2011  
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Methodism and Wesleyan thought have much in common with all protestant 

denominations.  But it is also unique in many ways.  If you'd like to learn more about Methodist 
tradition, practice, a nd theology - or if you'd just like a review - join pastor Pam for a 2 -3 session 

class on Saturday mornings at the church, 10:00 to 11:30 AM.   

 
If you have been considering membership in the church, participating in this class is highly 

recommended and me mbership itself will be discussed at the session on November 5 th .   If you 
are already a member, you may not feel the need to attend that session.   On the other hand, if 

you feel you know all you need to know about Methodism and arenõt already a member, please 
try to attend the November 5 th  session.  

 

We'll work from the United Methodist Handbook, and it would help to know ahead of time 

whether you plan to attend - please let Pastor Pam know.  

ANNUAL CONFERENCE 

OFFERING  

 
Our church members contributed 

$900 for the Annual Conference 
offering for the Community Health 

and Agricultural Development  
(CHAD) program in Cambodia.  

CHAD is the organization served 
by our covenant missionary 

Katherine Parker and is a part of 

the Methodist Mission in 
Cambodia. The total Annual 

Conference offering will go to buy 
three vehicles that the CHAD 

missionaries can use to reach 
remote villages.  

Other recent mission outreach 
offering totals contributed by 

ACUMC members are:  

Tornado s: 
Peace with Justice:  

 

METHODIST REVIEW    

A NEW COVENANT GROUP  

 
What would growing spiritually look like to 

you?   Would growth look like learning to 
pray?  Would growth look like knowing the Bible 

better?  Would growth mean learning to take Sabbath, 
or introducing other spiritual practices into your 

life?  Want to find  out?  
 

A Covenant Group is a gathering of people for the 

purposes of spiritual growth.  It is more than a Bible 
study or a class, although it will usually include the 

Bible and study.  It is more than a prayer group, 
although it most certainly will include  prayer.   It is all 

of these things, and more, with its primary purpose 
being the mutual support of participants in spiritual 

growth.  Because it is  personal, not just intellectual, 

such a group eventually involves more personal 
sharing, more intimacy, th an a class.  And, because it 

is a "covenant" group, it requires more of a 
commitment, too.   

 
Pastor Pam is inviting those who are interested in 

exploring this idea to get together to discuss forming a 
new Covenant Group ("new" because we have one 

Covenant  Group already at Aptos).  The ongoing plans 

- the structure and content - will be decided at this 
first gathering.   And there's no commitment involved 

in simply exploring this idea at the first get together.  
 

Join us at 7 :00 PM on Wednesday, October 19 th  if  
interested.  We'll meet at the home of Anne and David 

Scott, 115 Falmouth Court, Aptos.    
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Apportionments:  

Our First Mile of Mission Giving; Part 2  

 

The Church and Society and Missions Committees are providing information about United Methodist 

apportionments to help church members better understand the vital role that apportionments play in mission 
outreach.  Apportionments are our first mile of mission giving. Through the payment of it s apportionments 

ACUMC provides help for people whom we could not reach as an individual church.  There are three types of 

apportionments: General Conference national and international programs, Jurisdictional programs within the 

conference and our own Dis trict missions.  Last month we featured three General Conference 
apportionments: Africa University Fund, the Black College Fund and the World Service Fund.  This month we 

will highlight the other four General Conference apportionments.  

 

Episcopal  Fund  

The Episcopal Fund supports 

the conference bishops, 
providing salaries, benefits, 

pensions, travel allowances 

and office expenses.  Bishops 
provide the spiritual and 

administrative leadership of 

The United Methodist Church 

and are the elected 
represe ntatives who speak and 

act for our conference and 

denomination.  This is the 
fund that supports the 

California Nevada Annual 

Conference activities.  

Our ACUMC 2011  
commitment is $1,072.  

 

General 

Administration Fund  

 

 The General Administration 

Fund finances the overall 

administrative activities of 
The United Methodist Church 

including General Conference, 

the Judicial Council, and all 
offices and sites on a national 

level.  This fund attends to 

the business of the churc h by 

ensuring that trustworthy 
systems of oversight and 

financial accountability are 

executed and followed.  

 

Our ACUMC 2011  
commitment is $417.  

 

Interdenominational 

Cooperation Fund  

 
 The International 

Cooperati on Fund provides 

funds for The United 

Methodist Church to have a 
presence and a voice in the 

activities of national and 

worldwide ecumenical and 
inter -religious organizations. 

These include the National 

Council of Churches of Christ 

in the United States, t he 
World Council of Churches, 

the World Methodist Council, 

the Pan -Methodist 
Commission and Churches 

Uniting in Christ.  Through 

these organizations we 
support a HIV/AIDS initiative 

in Africa, rebuilding on the 

Gulf Coast, activities to stop 
substance abus e and 

violence, and anti -racism 

efforts along with many other 

programs.  Church World 
Service, whose mission 

outreach activities are funded 

through the annual CROP 
Hunger Walks, also is 

supported through this 

apportionment.  
 

Our ACUMC 2011 

commitment is $1 01 . 

 

 

Ministerial Education Fund:  

 
 The Ministerial Education Fund is essential for The United Methodist 

Church to continue its commitment to recruit and educate quality 

pastoral leadership.  It provides scholarships and other support for 

pastoral candidates to attend seminaries, and it equips our annual 

conferences with local -pastor courses of study, continu ing education 
and other types of support for potential and current pastors.  This fund 

is vital to the ongoing recruitment of pastors to serve our churches.  
 

Our ACUMC 2011 commitment is $1,290.  
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Support the Oct. 15 CROP Hunger Walk!  

Pledge and Walk One Symbolic Step  

Or the Whole 3 ½ Miles  

 

Have you signed up yet to walk and/or pledge to eliminate hunger throughout the world?  The 

annual CROP Hunger Walk is only two weeks away.   Saturday, October 15 th , is the date.   The 

walk will be gin and end at the Second Harvest warehouse in Watsonville.  Sign -in time is 9:00 AM, 

and the walk will begin at 9:30 AM.  Car pools will leave from the church at 8:30 AM.  You may 

walk one step, one mile, or the entire three -and -a-half -mile walk.  Drivers  in cars will follow the 

walkers to pick you up if you get tired.  

There are 20 ACUMC members and friends who have agreed to walk and/or solicit pledges to 

support Church World Service and Second Harvest.  These individuals will have their pledge 

sheets wit h them at all church events for the next two weeks, and you are encouraged to pledge 

for one or all.  All monies will go to support efforts to eliminate hunger both around the world and 

right here in Santa Cruz County. Additional walkers and pledge gathere rs will be welcomed.  The 

goal of the CROP Hunger Walk organizers is to double the number of walkers each year.  Two 

years ago there were 50 walkers; last year there were over 100 walkers, and this year the goal is 

200 walkers.   

The money raised is divide d with 75% going to Church World Service and 25% going to Second 

Harvest.  Church World Service uses its funds to:  

Á Support sustainable self -help development projects such as digging wells, providing tools 

and seeds, rebuilding homes, and teaching trades through micro -enterprise loans.  
Á Meet emergency needs resulting from the gulf hurricanes, the Asian Tsunami, Haiti and 

other natural and man -made disasters that have long term effects.  
Á Aid refugees to resettle in the United States though regional refugee of fices including 

churches.  

Á Address the root causes of poverty and powerlessness.  
 

Second Harvest provides a great variety of programs in Santa Cruz County to reduce hunger and 

poverty.  

Pledge, walk and pray for the success of the October 15 th  CROP Hunger Wa lk.  



5 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Do you have a favorite restaurant?  Pizza Parlor? Beautician?  Florist?  Nursery?  

Do you sail?  Surf?  Shop?  Attend movies?  Go to jazz concerts?  
 

The Artisansõ Faire needs your help this month.  We need you to solicit gift certificates from your 

favorite venues.  The gift certificates then can be auctioned off at the November 11 th  & 12 th   
Artisansõ Faire.   We had many more bidders than available gift certificates last year.  We had only 

four restaurants to auction off in 2010, and we need at least a dozen.  We had the symphony last 

year but no other entertainment to auction off.   With all that Santa Cruz Count y has to offer, we 

should provide a spectrum of bid opportunities, ranging from family fun activities to food and 
events appealing to senior citizens.  

 

All monies raised from the Artisansõ Faire goes to the church General Fund to support operations, 
progra ms and apportionments.  We are asking every able -bodied ACUMC member to try to bring 

in two gift certificates this month.  Sheila Vaughan has solicitation letters for you to give to 

vendors.  If 50 members would bring in 100 gift certificates at an average  of $25 each, the church 
would receive a potential $2,500!   

 

Do you like to Cook?  Bake?  Sing?  Garden?     
Putting your services up for bid at the Artisansõ Faire is a great way to support the church.  We 

need church members who would volunteer to do on e of the following or come up with an idea of 

their own:  

 
Provide a dinner for 8 (cooking your special dish)  

Provide a dinner for 2 (or 4) once a month for 6 months  

Bake 3 loaves of bread and deliver them every 3 months  
Bake a tray of Christmas cookies in December  

Join a team of soup makers to provide soup for a family once a month  

Sing carols at a Christmas party  
Form a barbershop quartet and entertain at a birthday celebration  

Provide 4 hours of gardening  

Provide and plant 100 bulbs  
Prune a hedge  

What could you offer to do??????  

 

  

The Artisanõs Faire 

Needs Your Help!  

The Ninth Annual Artisansõ Faire is coming. Artists have eagerly lined up to be a part 
of our wonderful event. The first day is Friday, eleven -eleven-eleven é is that special or 

what?  

With only weeks to go we are moving into high gear. We will be recruiting volunteers for 

Friday night and Saturday. We have need for set -up, tear -down and getting the church 
ready for Sunday morning (thanks Jeff & Roger). In addition we want people to bring 

soups and dess erts for our always wonderful bistro (thank you Debbie), music and 

entertainment (thanks Joanne), the silent auction (thanks Sheila) and a huge variety of 
volunteers. If you know you want to have a wonderful weekend, work with the nicest 

people on earth an d have a chance to greet and get to know our neighbors, be sure to 

sign up with Jana.  

If you would be willing to 

put your services up for bid, 

please contact Sheila 

Vaughn or Anne Scott . 
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Facebook is Our Friend!  

We live in the time of social networking, instant messaging, and dynamic blogs. Most people are looking 

for interactive communication, so they go to blogs, Facebook or other social media. Websites are too 

static for most people these days.  

Do you wait for the monthly Tide, the weekly church Bulletin, the occasional Glad  Tide-ings, or friendly 

phone calls to inform you or remind you about events at Aptos Community UMC? Thatõs no longer 

necessary if you have a personal computer and are online!  

All you need to do is join Facebook and then òLIKEó the ACUMC pageñthere is a pi cture of the big cross 

and lawn facing the Fellowship Hall on it.  

Some people are afraid that their identity will be stolen or their time taken up if they join Facebook. 

YOU have control of your own Security Settings on Facebook. It takes only a couple of minutes to limit 
access to your Facebook page. You decide how often you visit Facebook. Some people do it only once a 

day, some do it much more often, and some people visit it only every few days.  

Why is Facebook important to ACUMC? Itõs about communication. Every Sunday the schedule of 
coming events is listed on the churchõs Facebook page. Every time new photos of church events are 

taken, they are or can be posted on the churchõs Facebook page. 

Thatõs not all! All committee chairpeople can make announcements, place reminders, or make requests 
on the churchõs Facebook page. Regular folks can do the same about church activities. 

Yes, the churchõs Facebook page is public which means everyone who LIKES our Facebook page can 

read questions, announcements, or ans wers posted to it.  The churchõs Facebook page is not for private 
discussions that belong on oneõs personal Facebook page; we need to keep those things separated. 

 As a connectional church, we like people to be connected! We do that on Sunday mornings for sure. 

Another way is to use Facebook to let everyone know whatõs going on, whatõs needed for events like the 

Artisans Faire or CROP Walk.  

Your joining Facebook and LIKING our page can help our efforts to communicate more effectively and 

stay connected.  

P.S. An additional benefit of being on Facebook is that itõs a great way to stay connected to 
family and friends around the world!  

 



7 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

Rebele Family Shelter Tour  

 

The Homeless Services Center is having it s 2 nd  annual 
Open House on Friday, October 14 th , 2:00 to 5:00 PM, 

at 115 Coral Street (the corner of River and Highway1) 

in Santa Cruz.  
They will have tours of all programs, activities, music 

and snacks.  
 

Contact Joe MacDonell or Anne Scott if interested.  

 

Noteworthy!  

  

A Certificate of  Appreciation has 
been presented to ACUMC for many 

years of working at the Second 
Harvest Food Sorts.   Thirty Four 

members and friends of the church 

worked on September 10 th  filling 
2,400 bags of canned goods as part 

of the Food for Children program.  

 

TRUNK OR TREAT  

 

Back by Popular  Demand!   We are not a church that worries about 
ghosts and goblins (are we?)!!   So, let's celebrate Halloween with the 

return of Trunk or Treat.  Sunday, October 30 th , is the day before 
Halloween.  On that Sunday, you - if you own a car - are invited to 

decorate your trunk for Halloween, any way you like ...  princesses, 
monsters, elephants ... and prepare for the "trunk or treaters" (kids, 

who presumably don't have ca rs) who will go from trunk to trunk in the  
parking lot after worship, looking for treats!   You are also invited to 
wear costumes, invite friends ... the party's on!  

 


