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Dear ones,
 
 

I read an article in Christian Century magazine 
recently by the wonderful writer/preacher, 
Barbara Brown Taylor. It was called “When the 
Well Runs Dry” and it began with a story about 
a Thanksgiving when she had lots of company 
at her country home and the well did, indeed, 
run dry. So all the folks in the house began 
finding ways to get along with less water until 
the well was “wet” again. One person drove to 
town and bought 5-gallon jugs of water for 
drinking and cooking. Others toted water from 
the nearby creek to use for flushing toilets. 
Everyone learned how to brush their teeth with 
4 tablespoons of water (from the jugs) each. For 
a few weeks afterward, Barbara took the 
family's wash to the laundromat. And while she 
waited for the clothes to tumble and spin, she 
found herself joking with strangers and playing 
with toddlers as moms folded their things. She 
enjoyed it so much that even after the well was 
productive again, she continued to go to the 
Laundromat.  And her observation about these 
events – both at home and at the Laundromat?  
That scarcity creates community. 
 

It's true, isn't it? When we have plenty – or more 
than plenty – we become increasingly able and 
committed to having “our own.” Our own car. 
Our own home. Our own yard and pool. Our  
 
 

 
own DVDs and books. But when, for one reason 
or another, we can't each have our own, we 
share. We take buses or we carpool. We live 
with parents or friends. We use the public pool 
and the city park. We share movies at theaters 
and get our books from the library.  
 

I wonder if this is at least part of what Jesus had 
in mind when he said “blessed are the poor.” 
Community.  Because the “poorer” we are, the 
more we need each other.  And the more we 
seem to need God.  Some claim that what Jesus 
really said (or meant) was, “blessed are the poor 
in spirit.” But the same thing applies there, too, 
doesn't it? When our spirits are low, we need 
others to help us up, to hold us together.  And 
we pray more. 
 

The traditional Thanksgiving story, of pilgrims 
staving off privation with the help of the native 
people, is also such a story.  People needing 
each other and helping each other. Wouldn't it 
be good in this fractious time in our country, 
with both an election and a holiday on the 
horizon, if we could return to these roots and 
these values?  Perhaps we have a role as the 
church in this?  Let's talk!  
 

And in the meantime, have a blessed 
Thanksgiving! 


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      
     
    
    
       
    
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      
      
    
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
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     
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       
     
     
     
      
        

    
     
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    
     
    

    
      
     



       
 

      
      
   
     
   
      
    
     
     


       
     
     
     

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


      
  
    

     
      
      

      


       
     
    
      





     

       
   
    
     
     
    
   
     
  
    
  
     
         
    


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



    
     
    
      

     
    
       
      

   
    
     
     
    
     
    
     
      



     

      
      
     


    

      
  

      




    
     
     
   
     
      
     
     

       
     
    
     
  
     
       
    



























       
   




•  


•           




              


 

• 


• 


• 


• 

 

• 
• 
• 

    
               
            


 
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




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









      

        
    
     

  
      
        















       
         
  


         


         


         

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
       




   


              


           
           


              
         



      



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

    
      
     


     
    
    
    
     
    

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   

        
        
        
       
       
  
     
      Anniversaries
     
        
       
      
      
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








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      
        
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








        
      
      
 

    
       
  
     
     
       


     
  
  


        

        
      

      


    
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



      


                   





    
      
    
     


   
      
     


   
      
     


      
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