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December, 2011  

  

Aptos Community UMC  

Christmas  

Concert  
Sunday Evening, December 4 th

 

7:00 PM in our sanctuary  

 

Beautiful music!   Readings!   Carols!  

Cookies and Punch and Fellowship afterwards!  

 

A Wonderful way  

 to  enter into the holiday season!  

 

    Donõt miss it! 

Mark your calendar now!  
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FINE LINES Notes from Pastor Pam  
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Dear ones, 

 

One of my family's holiday traditions is to 

get out one or two of those favorite old   

Christmas movies like "Miracle on 34
th
 

Street," "It's a Wonderful Life," or "White 

Christmas."  This last one has a lot of music, 

of course - Danny Kaye and Bing Crosby, 

you know - and one of my favorite songs 

Bing sings is "Count Your Blessings."  

Counting one's blessings means recognizing 

one's blessings.  And therefore living - as 

everyone is saying these days - with an 

"attitude of gratitude."   That makes a nice 

segue between Thanksgiving and Christmas, 

doesn't it? 

 

In recent years, psychologists have been 

studying the effects of a grateful approach to 

living on our lives.  John Tierney writes, 

"Cultivating an 'attitude of gratitude' has 

been linked to better health, sounder sleep, 

less anxiety and depression, higher long-

term satisfaction, and kinder behavior 

toward others, including romantic partners.  

A new study shows that feeling grateful 

makes people less likely to turn aggressive 

when provoked, which helps explain why so 

many brothers-in-law survive Thanksgiving 

without serious injury!" 

 

But, of course, living with gratitude isn't just 

good for our physical and mental health.  It 

is good for our spiritual health as well.  In 

fact, it's safe to say it's at the very heart of 

spiritual health.  A friend of mine, Lynne 

Twist, once said that to be grateful is to 

experience the "great fullness" of life.  And 

that when we truly experience that fullness, 

we are one with God, one with the universe.  

There is no "other."  I love that! 

 

The world into which Jesus is born today is 

a world where it always seems like there is 

always something missing.  Something else 

you have to get.  Something else you have to 

achieve.  Something more you should do or 

be, something else that's needed before you 

can be truly happy.   When what we really 

need is simply a sense of sufficiency.  

Enough.  I have enough.  I am enough.  And 

when something is added to enough - 

something like a blessing - the great fullness 

of life overflows.  Jesus' life was a lesson 

about these things.  And then, as well as 

now, this is a message of saving grace.   

 

As you journey through Advent, I hope you 

will carry these thoughts with you.   And 

have a very Merry Christmas! 
 

  
 

FINANCIAL REPORT ς October, 2011 
 
 

  Monthly            Monthly                     YTD*         YTD* 
Actual              Budgeted    Variance         Actual       Budgeted      Variance 

  Income $22,243  $20,123      $2,120 $194,465   $206,429     $11,964 
  Expenses $21,082  $20,024      $1,058 $198,058   $214,572     $16,514 
  Difference   $1,161                 $       99      $1,062         ($   3,593)  ($   8,143)   $  4,550  
 

 *YTD = Year to Date 
 
 

Average Attendance in Sunday Worship: 92 

2 
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                                   COPA  ACTIVITIES  

In November our church became a full member of COPA (Communities Organized for Relational Power in 

Action), an interfaith non-partisan group of churches, non-profits, schools and community organizations in 

Santa Cruz and Monterey counties with 24 dues paying member institutions.  COPA is organized into five 

Strategy Teams:  Economic Development, Health Care, Education, Immigration, Affordable 

Housing and Safety. These team goals are consistent with our churchôs goal of helping the poor and 

enabling us to shift our identity  beyond our walls into the community.  As part of our involvement COPA 

will provide four leadership training classes for our church early next year to include organizational skills 

and resources.     

The October 15 Regional Training Session held at our church was attended by six of our members.  Our 

churchôs core team includes Pam, myself, Marcia Burns, Kathleen Hoaglund, DeAnne Hart and Pharis 

Harvey. We were all impressed by the many stories shared by COPAôs members.  

 In Live Oak  COPA successfully piloted an indoor soccer program, Futsal, led by the Santa Cruz COPA 

Safety Team and the Live Oak School District working in community meetings with 200 children, 

parents, the Sheriffôs Department and the Live Oak School District resulting  in improved relationships 

between the School District and the Sheriffôs Department.  In addition COPA obtained a $5 million grant 

for establishment of the new Live Oak Family Resource Center.  

In Santa Cruz, COPA is working with Saint Stephens Lutheran Church to build an affordable senior 

housing project on their property and in Aptos worked with Saint John the Baptist Episcopal Church to 

build an affordable Housing Project adjacent to their church and also in Santa Cruz, COPAôS Economic 

Development Task Force is forming an Economic Development Corporation since Santa Cruz is the only 

county in California without one.   

In Salinas, COPAôs Safety Task Force collected 15,000 signatures resulting in county and city officials 

unanimously agreeing to set aside 40 acres of county property for a Regional Soccer Complex.  

On November 16
th
 Boyd Brown attended the COPA Action Meeting in Salinas where COPA launched at a 

Stand Up and Take Charge Campaign, a campaign to build a team of 600-1,000 volunteers to launch a 

voter registration effort in 2012. 

UMM SALVATION ARMY PROJECT 
 

Last year the Aptos UMM helped Watsonville UMC in their annual project to feed the homeless at the 

Salvation Army in Watsonville.  The Watsonville church arranges volunteers to feed the homeless 

every Saturday from Nov. 15
th
 to April 15

th
.  We served meals on five dates last year and served over 

100 meals each time.  The UMM will again be feeding the homeless.  I have reserved the 3
rd
 Saturday 

of the month as the day we will provide volunteers and fix and serve meals to the homeless.  This starts 

in December and the dates I will be asking for help will be Dec. 17
th
, Jan. 21

st
, Feb. 18

th
 and March 17

th
.  

We would like to get three to four people to help cook the meals--most of the food is provided by the 

Watsonville committee and Second Harvest.  It is also helpful to have two to three extra people to meet 

us at the Salvation Army to help serve.  I will be distributing a volunteer list in the near future.   

 

Thanks for your help....Dan Burklund 
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Apportionments: Our First Mile of Mission Giving; Part 4 
 

The Church and Society and Missions Committees are providing information about United 

Methodist apportionments to help church members better understand the vital role that 

apportionments play in mission outreach.  Apportionments are our first mile of mission giving. 

Through the payment of its apportionments ACUMC provides help for people whom we could not 

reach as an individual church.  There are three types of apportionments: General Conference 

national and international programs, Jurisdictional and conference programs within the western 

United States and our conference, and our own District missions.  Past stories have featured the 

seven General Conference offerings, the two jurisdictional apportionments and the 

California/Nevada Annual Conference apportionment.  The United Methodist California-Nevada 

Annual Conference reorganized in 2010-11 and now has four districts within the conference.  This 

month we will provide information about the four district programs that are funded through our 

conference giving. 
 

El Camino Real District Program:  
ACUMC is in the El Camino Real District 

that is comprised of 87 churches and 

headed by District Superintendent Kristie 

Olah.   This program funds activities that 

bring together district churches and 

supports district organized groups and 

outreach.    

 

Our ACUMC 2011 commitment is $589. 
 

Monterey Bay Church Extension 

Society:  The Monterey Bay 

Church Extension Society 

coordinates mission outreach for 

the United Methodist Church in 

Monterey, San Benito and Santa 

Cruz counties.  The current 

emphasis is to support local 

Hispanic ministries, specifically 

the East Salinas Family Center and 

the Soledad United Methodist 

Hispanic fellowship.  All pastors 

and elected local lay members 

serve on the society board and 

provide assistance with these 

ministries. 

 

Our ACUMC 2011 commitment is 

$589. 
 

Ethnic Minority Congregation Fund :  
The Ethnic Minority Congregation Fund 

works to develop and strengthen the 

ministries of ethnic congregations and the 

ministries to ethnic persons.  Funds are 

distributed in the district based on grant 

applications submitted by congregations, 

community centers, mission outreach 

programs and programs to train mission 

leaders.  Funding is provided for up to 

three years.   The District Superintendent 

recommends grants for approval, and the 

Conference Board of Missions approves 

and oversees these grants. 

 

Our ACUMC 2011 commitment is 

$1,798. 
 

Emerging Congregation Fund:  The Emerging 

Congregation Fund helps to develop new 

congregations within the district.  A Covenanting 

Congregation composed of people wanting to start a 

new United Methodist church may apply for a grant 

for the development of programs and personnel for 

up to five years.  The grant may not pay for facilities.  

 

Our ACUMC 2011 commitment is $1,798. 
 

Additional 
 information 

about these 

apportionments 

is available in 

the pastorôs 

office. 
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Alternative Christmas  

Offers Six Charities as Gifts 
 

Alternative Christmas is here!  Through the Alternative Christmas program 

you are provided with an opportunity to give presents that keep on giving.  

Itôs very simple.  You donate to a charity in honor of a loved one, and you 

receive a card that states that a donation has been made in honor of that 

person.  Then you give that card as your Christmas present.  Cards will be 

available each Sunday in December.  The Mission Team has selected six 

charities as Alternative Christmas recipients this year.   

 

Missionary Katherine Parker 
ACUMC has entered into a covenant 

with United Methodist missionary 

Katherine Parker to support her work in 

Cambodia.  Katherine serves with the 

Community Health and Agricultural 

Development (CHAD) Initiative of the 

Methodist Mission in Cambodia.  She 

works with local church members to 

develop programs that provide food, 

clean water, jobs, better health and 

schools.  Giving an Alternative 

Christmas present in support of 

Katherine Parker is providing support for 

people in an impoverished country. 

 

National Alliance for Mental Illness   
ACUMC provides ongoing support for the local 

chapter of the National Alliance for Mental Illness 

(NAMI).  NAMIôs current outreach project is to 

provide Christmas gifts and a holiday lunch for 

approximately 250 persons served by the 

organization in Santa Cruz County.  Many of the 

NAMI clients are homeless and without family 

support, and the NAMI gifts and party will be their 

only Christmas celebration. All monies given through 

Alternative Christmas will be used to purchase winter 

jackets, underwear and toiletry items. 

�8�Q�L�W�H�G���0�H�W�K�R�G�L�V�W���0�H�Q�¶�V���%�L�F�\�F�O�H��
Project 

Aptos CUMCôs United Methodist Menôs 

group has continued to repair and give 

away bicycles and helmets to Head Start 

families.  The bicycles have gone not 

only to children but to parents who use 

them to get to work and in place of a car.  

Through Alternative Christmas giving 

last year the UMM volunteers were able 

to purchase several new bicycles and 

helmets that were given as Christmas 

gifts to Head Start children.  Your gift to 

this Alternative Christmas program will 

provide a bicycle for a child who 

otherwise would never get one. 

 

Habitat for Humanity 
Habitat for Humanity builds homes throughout the United 

States and abroad for families who cannot afford to purchase 

homes on their own.  Through volunteer labor and hours of 

labor contributed by the future owner, houses are built at lower 

cost, and the family takes on a mortgage with low interest.  

ACUMC has provided meals for volunteers who work on local 

Habitat houses.  Giving an Alternative Christmas present for 

Habitat for Humanity will support the local Santa Cruz program 

and the churchôs continued outreach to provide meals for 

volunteers as homes are built. 

 

Second Harvest Food Bank 
Giving money to the Second Harvest 

Food Bank is the most effective and 

efficient way of eliminating hunger in 

Santa Cruz County.  Although Second 

Harvest still provides food barrels for 

people to donate actual food, greater 

value can be received through cash 

donations.  Each dollar given to Second 

Harvest buys four meals.  Because 

Second Harvest buys food in bulk and 

supplies food to more than 200 

community relief agencies, more than 

55,000 people are served each month.  

Your Alternative Christmas gift to 

Second Harvest will provide meals this 

winter to families and individuals who 

otherwise will go hungry. 

 

Heifer International 
Heifer International helps poor families improve their earnings by 

providing them with an animal to work the land or give milk, a chicken or 

duck flock, or other types of support.  Each family that receives an animal 

then passes on the first born to another family so that the gift keeps giving.   

Heifer International operates throughout the world including impoverished 

areas within the United States.  This is a great Alternative Christmas gift 

to give to that child who will be surrounded by presents on Christmas 

morning. 

 


