
 

 

  

                   
 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

March, 2011  

FINE LINES Notes from Pastor Pam 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

 

Dear ones,  

 
If somebody asked you who the minister of your 

church is, would you say it's me?  Pastor Pam?    

Well, you'd be right; but only partly right.  
Because you really ought to say, òI am.ó   

 

Have you ever heard the phrase, the òpriesthood 

of all believers?ó  In Jesus' time, priests were 
considered essential as mediators between 

humanity and God.  The R oman church  

thought the same ð and still does!  But early 
Christians, and the leaders of the Protestant 

Reformation, inspired the people to trust that 

they could commune directly with God, without 

intermediaries.  And so, they òre-formedó the 
church.  

 

These days, we have a variation of òthe 
priesthood of all believersó  ð the ministry of all 

believers.  In this, there is an expanded 

understanding ð that all  of us are ministers.  

Not just priests, or the ordained, or the 
òprofessionals.ó  In a sermon on this subject, the 

Rev. Jack Bryant wrote, òThe ministry of all 

believers says religion is not an ivory tower 
occupation. It is not a Sunday morning 

occupation.ó 

 
But many think that òministeró does mean 

professionals.  The ones who preach, who teach, 

who v isit, who serve in the community.  

òBut...(those folks say) ...  that's not me!  Clearly 
ministry is up to the pros because I feel awkward 
doing it, or I'm not religious enough to do it, or I'm 
not trained properly.   I can pay for it, or maybe 
help a littl e, but I don't do ministry.  The minister 
does it for me.ó  There's a name for that - it's 

called òrepresentative ministry.ó  But that's just  

not how it's meant to be!  The very essence of 

what it is to be a Christian is to be in 

ministry.  And one of the many òjobsó of the 
church is to help you  to be in ministry.   

 

Some of you are already in ministry.   Your 
work may be your ministry ð teachers and 

nurses for example.  Some of you volunteer in 

the community, perhaps at Grey Bears or a 

tutoring program.   You may simply never 
have thought of your generosity as ministr y.   

 

And there are so many ways  to be in 
ministry!  Helping the needy.  Being a Foster 

parent.   Making a practice of helping your 

neighbors.  Serving people who need anything 

from a hug to a home.  Leveling the playing 
field for someone who is disadvantaged.   

Changing a life and changing the world.  

 
In truth, it doesn't matter so much what  you 

do in your ministry. What matters is that you 

understand what you do as a ministry. And 

perhaps? If you can't describe what you're 
doing as a ministry é perhaps you should 

reconsider doing it!  

 
So, here's my question.  What is your 
ministry?  As a follower of Jesus, what do you 

do ð you, yourself ð to minister to a hurting 

world as he did?   Please give this some 
thought.    Remember, it isn't a degree or 

ordination or a paycheck that makes one a 

minister.  It is the intentional practice of love 
in the name of Christ.  And please, if you do 

not know yourself as a minister now, make 

the choice to be one?  To be the minister God 
is calling you to be.  You wil l be blessed by 

the experience!  
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Volunteers to Work at UMCOR Depot 

In Salt Lake City during Easter Week 
 

Marcia Burns, Shannon Lindahl, and Anne 
and David Scott plan to volunteer at the 

UMCOR West depot in Salt Lake City, Utah 

during Easter week.  They will join a 
mission team from Wesley UMC, 

Bakersfield.   During the week the 
volunteers will learn about UMCOR (United 

Met hodist Committee on Relief), assemble 
kits in the depot, learn about and do 

community work with local mission groups, 

and discuss ways to continue UMCOR 
work with their local churches.  Additional 

volunteer spaces still may be open ; if you 
would like to go , cal l Anne Scott, 688 -8709.  

 

March 6
th

 Offering 

 to Support Layette Kits 

  to be assembled Saturday, March 12
th

 
 

Churches sending volunteers to the UMCOR 
West depot are asked to support the program 

through providing kits to be given to people in 
need both abroad and in the United States.  

The ACUMC Mission Team has chosen layette 
kits to bring as this churchõs contribution.  If 

you would like to help with the layette kits, a 

love offering will be taken Sunday, March 6 th , 
to provide fund s to purchase layette materials, 

or  you may bring items to go into the kits.  On 
the following Saturday, March 12 th  , at 10 :00  

AM, you  are invited to come and help 
assemble the layette  kits.  You also may bring 

items at that time.  

 
Layette Kit  

6 cloth diapers  
2 shirts or 2 one -piece body suits  

2 baby wash cloths  
2 gowns or sleepers  

2 diaper pins  

1 sweater open in the front  
2 receiving b lankets  

 
In April the One Great Hour of Sharing 

offering will go toward supporting all of the 
many mission outreach projects provided by 

UMCOR throughout the world.  

 

Plan to Attend Cambodia Consultation 

Scheduled for San Jose, March 31
st
 ï April 2

nd
 

 

Church members are encouraged to attend the three -day Cambodia Consultation set for March 
31 st ð April 2 nd  at Wesley UMC in San Jose.  Several ACUMC Mission Team members plan to 

attend and hope others will join them. Cost is $105 for materials and meals.  The consultation 

will provide information about Methodist mission outreach p rograms in Cambodia and will 
feature missionaries from that country.   You may register for the consultation through the 

United Methodist Church California -Nevada Annual Conference website or by contacting the 
consultation coordinator , Chanta Yos , at baysi dekhmer@gmail.com .  Contact Joe MacDonell or 

Anne Scott, ACUMC Mission Team members  for more information .  Using data  from Katherine 
Parker and from this workshop, the Mission Team will start study groups and projects related to 

Cambodia later this spring.   The new covenant relationship with Katherine is a church wide 

commitment, and everyone is urged to become involved in learning about the Methodist mission 
in Cambodia.  

2 

Missions   News 
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 Opportunities 
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Missionary Katherine Parker Writes of 

          Life in Cambodia:  Part 2 

 
We had a great meeting yesterday with the cow group at Trang Tre Yeung , Kampong Speu, 

where I had been confused about what had happened to their cows and calves.  I am excited 
to report that from the initial two cows purchased in 2005 there have been nine calves born.  

One of the benefits of a cow -bank is that it provides in creased security for the group 
members.  Chen Han was one of the first caretakers of a cow, and so after passing on a calf, 

he benefited from keeping the second calf born in 2008.  When he faced some health 
problems in 2010 he was able to sell the calf to pay for his medical care. Of course, we hope 

that families can experience the full benefit of a cow by rearing it until it is larger so as to 

gain maximum benefit and additional offspring.   But I am also heartened when the cows can 
serve their purpose to provide security to the family that can be used in times of need such 

as this situation to pay for medical care.  Unfortunately, one of the original cows in this 
group was killed in a car accident and her current calf was not able to survive the loss of it s 

mother, but the other cows continue to produce, and the group is working well together.  

Winter is a wonderful time to visit Cambodia, and Iõve been so happy to meet many people.  

Rev. Pa Nou moved in downstairs.  He is a Cambodian -American who is retirin g to Cambodia 

and has been volunteering to teach Old Testament to students at the Bible College.  In 
February we will have a UMVIM team from the Louisiana Annual Conference that will work 

with churches to provide a free medical clinic in three rural villag es.  These events are a big 
endeavor for the visiting volunteers, the host churches and the CHAD program, but they can 

provide a huge impact to the community with increased awareness of health options, proper 
diagnosis of ailments and connecting individual s to the available government services for 

follow -up care.            

(More to be shared in the next issue of t he Tide)  
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  Goal Reached for Covenant 

With Missionary Katherine 

Parker 
 
 ACUMC members raised $1,236, 

surpassing the $1,000 goal, to 
provide funds to form a covenant 

commitment with missionary 

Katherine Parker.  Formal covenant 
papers and a check have been sent 

to the California -Nevada Annual 
Conference office.  This covenant is 

for 2011 and provides both financial 
support and ongoing 

communication with Katherine who 

is serving in Cambodia.   Katherine 
already has begun writing  to  

ACUMC, and an excerpt from her 
letter is printed below.  Katherine 

works through CHAD, the 
Communit y Health and Agricultural 

Development Initiative of the 

Methodist Mission in Cambodia.  

 

19 Participate in Gray Bears Tour 
 
The Febuary 3rd  tour  of the Gray Bears 

facility a nd programs was a huge success 

with 19 ACUMC members show ing up at 
7:30 AM to participate!  They watched 

volunteers assemble food sacks and 
volunteer drivers pick up the sacks for 

delivery   They also viewed a variety of 
recycl ing projects including the processing 

of rejected food into mulch, newspapers 

bound up for florists õ use, and cardboard 
and metals flattened and packaged.   The 

Gray Bears thrift shop was opened up, and 
the participants discovered that this store 

offers a great variety of interesting items for 
sale and depends on donations to keep it 

stocked.   Thanks go to Rich Hart and Joe 

MacDo nell for organizing this tour.  More 
tours  are planned  during the year to 

acquaint church members with local 
volunteer programs.  
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Mission Trip to Africa Recruiting Team Members 

The Boulder Creek United Methodist Church is organizing a  United Methodist Volunteers in 

Mission (UMVIM) team to  Swaziland, Africa in August 2011.  The VIM team will focus its efforts 
on the children of the Lomngeletjane Methodist Primary School, built by UMVIM volunteer 

Christine McLain who has been working with women's organizations to address the needs of 
children and the poor since 2007.  Team members will organize a V acation Bible School (based 

on John Wesley's Three Simple Rules) and assist with local  projects. Visits to Bulembu, "the City 
of Hope" are also planned.  

Do you find your heart turned towards Africa?  If so, you are invited to join this team, led by 

Becky Perry of Boulder Creek UMC.   Becky is a trained VIM team leader and  an experienced 
traveler who led a previous VIM trip to Swaziland in 2009.   Team meetings have already begun, 

but if you are interested, call 831 -338 -4998 or send email to perry95006@yahoo.com.  

The Kingdom/Country of Swaziland, located in Southern Africa, shares its borders with South 

Africa and Mozambique.   It is about the size of New Jersey, with a population of 1,300,000.     
Over 30% of the population are children, orphaned and vulnerable due to the AIDS crisis .   

To read about Chris McLain's work: http://onechildoneheart.org/  

To read the blog from the 2009 Swaziland VIM team: http://swaziland2009vim.blogspot.com/  

Youth Pancake Supper Tuesday March 8 
  

Lent - the seasons of penitence that precedes Easter - 
begins on Ash Wednesday, March 9th.   The Tuesday 

that precedes Ash Wednesday is called  Mardi Gras 
(sound familiar?) which is French for  "Fat Tuesday" (in 

English tradition òShrove Tuesdayó or òPancake 

Dayó).  It refers to the tradition of eating rich, fatty 
foods on the last night before the ritual fasting of the 

Lenten season  begins.    
  

Where are you going to get your rich, fatty foods before 
Lent begins?   Well, we invite you to partake in the final 

feast at Church:  

 
Youth Fund Raising Event  

Pancake supper  
At  Church  

Tuesday March 8, 2011  
5:30  PM to 7:30  PM 

 

Celebratory festivities will be announced (whatõs a 
pancake ace?) 

Cost:   Free will offering (proceeds will go to the Youth 
Fund)  

  
Please come  see our youth in action while feasting 

prior to Lent!   Oh, and bring friends!  

 

Ash Wednesday 2011 

  

Pastor Pam and  Student 

Pastor Russ Menk invite you 

to join them in attending an 

ecumenical Ash Wednesday 

service to start the Lenten 

season.    It will be held  at 

Resurrection Church (State  

Park and Soquel in Aptos) at 

7:00 PM on Wednesday, 

March 9 th . 
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United Methodists Called to 

 'Alcohol Free Lent' for 2011 
 

WASHINGTON, D.C. ð The General Board of Church & Society has issued a call for 

United Methodists to have an "Alcohol Free Lent."  
  

The call is inspired by Myers Park United Methodist Church in Charlotte, North 

Carolina, whose members responded to their own "Alcohol Free Lent" challenge 
several years ago. The congregation created a "Spirit Fund" to which members could 

contribute the eq uivalent cost of "spirits" that they did not drink during Lent.  
  

"We were inspired by the faithful story of Myers Park UMC in challenging members 
to give up alcohol for Lent and by the results of that challenge," said the Rev. 

Cynthia Abrams, director of GBCS's work area on Alcohol, Other Addictions & 

Health Care. "Not only was money raised to aid those battling alcoholism, it gave 
rise to reflection among church members about the role and prevalence of alcohol in 

their own lives."  
  

Dr. James Howell, seni or pastor, issued the challenge to the Myers Park 
congregation. "How do we unwittingly harm our children?" he asked. "It could just 

be by the way  we consume alcohol, and not just that  we drink, or how much we 

drink, but all the fond meanings we attach to d rinking."  
  

[Rev. Abrams] called the challenge provocative. "The call to remain Alcohol Free 
during Lent is meant to inspire an international discussion among United 

Methodists," she said. "It is to encourage them to grapple with the 'elephant in the 

room' : alcohol use among our members."  
  

Frank conversations are unlikely to happen without some sort of bold action, 
according to Abrams. "We hope that the conversation é sheds light on the efforts of 

the alcohol industry to permeate society and influence our choices about alcohol 
usage," she said. "This is particularly worth discussing as it relates to the industry's 

efforts to encourage underage drinking."  

  
For more information, go to www.umc -gbcs.org/a lcoholfreelent .  

  
The General Board of Church & Society is one of four international general program 
boards of The United Methodist Church. The board's primary areas of ministry are 
Advocacy, Education & Leadership Formation, United Nations & Internationa l Affairs.  
It has offices on Capitol Hill in Washington, D.C., and at the Church Center at the 
United Nations.  
 

An Article 

 From the General Board of 

 Church & Society: 
 

http://www.umc-gbcs.org/alcoholfreelent
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March worship 
  

March 6 th      Communion  
Paul Sweet and guest Linda Kennedy will do a 

Story Telling to transition us into Lent  
 

Theme for Lent: How We Are Touched by Jesus  

March 13 th     First Sunday of Lent  
Text: Mark 5: 1 -20  

The Demon -possessed Man  
  

March 2 0 th   
Text: Mark 5: 21 -43  

The Bleeding Woman  

  
March 27 th   

Text: Mark 14: 1 -9 
The Extravag ant Woman  

 

Book Club Plans 
 

 

 

 

March 21 st   
 My One and Only  

by 
 Anna Quinlan  
  Hostess: TBA  
 Reviewer : TBA   

 
The ACUMC Book Club meets at 2:00 PM 

on the third Monday of every month. 
Anyone is welcome to attend. Please 

contact Laurel Blaney  for more information.  

 

Food Sort 

 

The next Food Sort at the Second Harvest Food Bank is Saturday, March 26 th .  The sort will 
run from 8:00  AM until about 11:30 AM.   We will meet at the church at 7:30 AM for those 

who want to carpool or caravan or you can go directly to the Food Bank at 800 Ohlone 
Parkway in Watsonville to meet at 8:00 AM.  As usual, long pants and closed -toed shoes  are 

required for working at the Food Bank.  

 
Facts from Second Harvest: The problem of hunger threatens our youth!  

 
òChild hunger is a growing problem in Santa Cruz County.  Since 2001, the number of 

households reporting that their children have skipped me als or experienced hunger in the 
past 12 months has more than tripled.  éSecond Harvest operates the Food for Children 

program in 49 schools and low -income housing areas throughout our service area. The 

program provides child -friendly food from the USDA co mmodities program, plus healthy 
food that is either purchased or donated.ó 

 
Most of the food packed by the ACUMC  team during the past 7 years has been in support of 

this Food For Children program.  Come on March 26 th  and letõs continue to do our part in 
stamping out hunger.  

 

UMW Meeting  

Thursday, March 3
rd

 

11:30 AM 

Pastor Pam will give a 

presentation on 
Missionary Katherine 

Parker.  

On the  

Agenda  !  

March 13 



7 
 

    

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

March Birthdays  

 

 1  Arline  Laverty    
 2  Sibille  Treffkorn    

Elizabeth  Hoaglund    

 5  Pauline  Timeus    
 7  Trish  Hucklebridge    

10   Jake  Hancock    
11   Jeff  Baade   

Hank  Eaton    
Sandra  Hammett    

15   Betty  Bridge    

Jean Marc  Jot    
17   Ken Kaysen    

18   Mohan  Isaac    
  

 
20   Kyle  Hucklebridge    

22   Jacob  Baker    
26   Susan  Cooper    

Jim  Theiring    

28   Lan  Dyson    
29    Tommy Kaysen  

 

Anniversaries  
 
 4  Marty & Brooke  Nichols  

10   Sid & Marian  Jackson   

22   Kay & Forrest  Willcox  

   

 

Please say a prayer for:  

 

Pam Woodõs friend Jan Krueger, Suzanne McCourtõs friend Trish 

Cronin , Hazel Smithõs son Greg, Hannah Lyn Edwards,  Ali 
McCourt , Chris Loosely , Wendy Baker , Dan Frazier , Gita Allen , 

Ron Doolittle , Peggy Roll , Ruth Breizy , Barbara Symons , June 
Dyer , and Fern Lindahl . 

 

Theology Book Group 
 
 Our second Theoogy  Book Group will meet on 

Monday, March 28th at 6:30 p.m.   It will be led 

by Marcia Burns, and the book will be The Will 
of God  by Leslie Weatherhead.   Participants 

are responsible for obtaining their own books, 

and having the material read in time for the 
meeting.   Marcia would certainly like to know 

whether you plan to attend.  
March 13 
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VOLUNTEER   SURVEY   
 
 

The Missions and Church & Society Teams are taking a survey of church member sõ 
volunteer activities.  The object is to find out where people are volunteering so that others 

can see how involved people are and perhaps find an activity in which they also could 
participate.  We ask that you take a few minutes and write down the organi zations and/or 
activities in which you have spent time during the last 12 months for the benefit of others.  

 
Give your best estimate of the number of people served by your work or leave blank if not 

able to make a reasonable estimate.  Please also indicat e (for each activity) if you are willing 
to act as a point of contact for others who may be interested in learning more about the 

activity.  You donõt need to record hours or extent of participation.   
 

Volunteer Organization or Activity  Est # People    Act  as Contact  
          Served            Person?  
 

Exam ple:  Red Cross blood donations   ___4___        yes   
 

_________________________________         ______            __________  
  

_________________________________         ______            __________  
  
_________________________________         ______            __________  

 
_________________________________         ______            __________  

  
_________________________________          ______            __________  

 
_________________________________          ______            __________  

 
_________________________________         ______            __________  
 

_________________________________          ______            __________  
 

 
 

Name:        Phone #:     
 
 

Please bring the completed survey to worship, send it to the church office or give to a 
member of the Missions or Church & Society Teams by the end of March .  Please contact 

Joe MacDonell (685 -1948) or Clyde Vaughn (662 -8908) if you have questions or need 
clarification.  
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221 Thunderbird Drive, Aptos, CA  95003 

              Phone: (831) 688-2210 

               www.aptosumc.org 
Sunday Worship at 10:30 AM 

Church School at 10:30 AM 

Child Care Available 10:15 ς 11:45 AM 

ά¢ƘŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ²ƻǊǘƘ CƛƴŘƛƴƎέ 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

 

 

MARCH CALENDAR 
 

 Thursday, the 3 rd  - 1:30 AM    UMW   
 Tuesday, the 8 th -   11:30 AM    PACT 

                               5:00  PM   Church & Society  
  5:30 ð 7:30 PM    Youth Mardi Gras Supper  

Wednesday, the  9 th  ð 7:00 PM  Ash Wenesday Services  ð Resurrection        
Church  

 Friday, the 11 th  ð 7:00 PM     Church & Society Film Night  òThe Harvest ó 

 Saturday, the 1 2h ð 8:00 AM    UMM  
 Sunday, the 13 th       Daylight Savings Time begins  

 Wednesday, the 16 th  ð  6:30 PM    Finance  
 Monday, the 21 st -  2 PM  Weekday Book Group  (My One and Only )   
 Tuesday,  the 22 nd   - 11:30 AM    PACT 

 Wednesday, the 23 rd  ð 7:00 PM    Admin Council       
                                             

 Saturday, the 26 th  ð 8:00 AM    Second Harvest Food Sort  
 Monday, the 28 th  - 6:30 PM ð8 PM  Theology Book Group  

                (The Will of God by Leslie Weatherhead ) 
 

 Tuesdays ð 10 - 11:30 AM     Alive Now!  Study Group  

 Wednesdays ð 4:45 PM - 6:15 PM   Bell Choir Rehearsal  
 Thursdays ð 7 PM ð 9:00  PM   Choir Rehearsal  

 Sundays ð 10:30 AM - 11:45 PM    WORSHIP!   

March 13 


