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FINE LINES Notes from Pastor Pam  
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_   
 

Dear Ones,

 
You know, the c hurch is really more than one 

thing.   It is an institution é with assigned 

leaders, and structures, and rules, and 
traditions é. (When people say they donõt like 

òorganized religionó itõs mostly this stuff 
theyõre talking about.)  But church ð and 

maybe I  should say denomination ð big òCó 
church ð is also very much a movement é 

with all the qualities of movement ð 
spontaneity, and fluidity, and creativity, and 

vision.  I spent a day not long ago with church 

analyst Brian McLaren; heõs the one who 
reminded us of all this, and he reminded us as 

well that the church does need to be both.  
Institutional church is needed to provide 

stability.  Most things that grow must put 
down roots somewhere or they blow away.  

But movement is also needed to keep the 
essence of what we are together é alive and 

lively.  The plant that is taken for granted, 

never pruned or repotted, can become root 
bound and die.  

 
Over time, most of our churches (whether 

denominations or congregations) have become 
healthy institutions.  But we have been 

remarkably resistant to òmovementó ð even as 

we know that every one of our religious 
traditions ð Methodism, and Protestantism, 

and  even Christianity itself ð was begun as a 
movement.  We talk about opening our doors, 

but we are very reluctant to step outside and 
feel the winds of change.  

 

 

Now, the world is in serious turmoil isnõt it?   

Unparalleled political and cultural 
divisivene ss, mind boggling greed, and deadly  

natural disasters of unprecedented 
proportion.  Not to mention all the òusualó 

stuff like poverty and war.  Dare I say it ð if 
ever there was a time when salvation was 

called for, wouldnõt this be it? 
 

So, if Christ is the bearer of salvation, and if 

we are the Body of Christ for the 21 st century, 
isnõt there a role here for us?  Yes, there is.  

And we need to explore it fully.   
 

The leaders of the California -Nevada Annual 
Conference are asking us all to engage in 

serio us contemplation and prayer on these 
matters.  They have even created a resource to 

help us do so, called Catch Fire in 50 Days:  
Joining the Movement of Godõs Mission in the 
World.  It is designed to be read, prayed, and 

reflected upon during the 50 days that follow 
Easter.  I hope that a òcritical massó of we 

Aptos folks will join together in this, along 

with United Methodists from all around 
Northern California and Nevada.  

 
I invite you to prepare for this study during 

Lent ð consider the churchõs sins as well as 
her many blessings and her role in our worldõs 

future.  And on Easter?   We will join in a 
movement  with our United Methodist brothers 

and sisters ð and a journey into new life!  

  

April, 2011  



2 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Trustee Input  

 

The Trustees are working two main projects.  One is redoing the flat part of the 
roof on the Education Building.  We have done a couple of repairs on this part 

of the roof in the past, but it needs to be replaced to provide a long -term 
fix.  The contract has been approved and we are hoping to use some of the 

reserve funds to pay for the task.  
 

A second project is the patio expansion using the Janette Allen memorial funds 
that were approved by the Ad Council.  Quotes are being obtained and if all 

goes well, the work can be approved and accomplished in th e next couple of 

months.  
 

There is an "All Church Workday" being planned for April 16th.  We hope 
everyone is able to work so we can clean up the church proper and the 

grounds.  More will be announced in the church announcements in the future.  
 

If anyone h as questions please talk to one of the Trustees.  

 
Skip Fehr  

Chair of ACUMC Trustees  

FINANCIAL REPORT ï February 2011 
 
                 Monthly        Monthly       Annual         Annual  
                   Actual         Budgeted       Actual        Budgeted  

 

Income         $19,685          $20,123       $44,587      $45,446       

Expenses    $ 16,693          $20,024    $45,352     $49,223  
Difference   $  2,992         $      99          -$765     - $3,777  

  
 

Average Attendance in Worship:  90  

 

                                                LET'S TALK!!  

In preparation for 2011, our Administrative Board agreed on the following priorities for our 

ministries together:  (1) Enhance the vitality of our church life by encouraging spiritual 

growth through small groups, stewardship, service, worship, and prayer; (2) Reach into our 

surrounding neighborhood to become a valued community resource; and (3) Involve ourse lves 

in new missions, locally and afar.  How are we doing?  How can we direct our work toward 

these priorities?  How should we communicate about them to the public?  Pastor Pam invites 

you to attend a gathering to discuss our progress and plans.  It will b e held on Friday, April 

15 th , at the home of Rodger and Vicki Wasson ð 6:00 PM .  Please, put it on your calendar!  

 

THEOLOGY BOOK GROUP 

Pastor Pam will lead the 

Theology Book Group to 

be held on Monday, April 

25 th  at 6 :00 PM .  She 

invites you to read Your 

God is Too Small by J. B. 

Phillips.  In this little 

book, Phillips discusses 

his views about both 

positive and negative 

images of God.  You can 

pick up the book at 

Amazon.com!  
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                       Do You have a Will or a Trust? 
  

Last fall a couple of attorneys from our Conference Foundation gave presentations at 

the church on the topics of wills, trusts, medical directives, powers of attorney, and 

planned giving. One fact shared was that 7 out of 10 people do not have a will and 

that 7 out of 10 people  who have a will, do not like their current plan. Hopefully you 

are in the 3 -out -of-10 club.   

  

A second point that I was unfamiliar with, was that if you own real estate in California 

the cost of probate in case of death is significant with a will, and ca n be avoided with a 

trust. When we updated our legal documents recently due to our move from Virginia , I 

asked our attorney about the facts. She said that legally both the attorney and the 

executor can be paid the following fees which are based on the value  of the home: 

They can both bill 4% on the first $100,000, 3% on the next $100,000 of value, and 

2% on value above $200,000. On a $600,000 home the combined fee from probate 

would be $30,000!  

   

 Do you have a will or a trust?  

 Mike Beebe  

                  THEOLOGY FORUM ï ñWho do you say that I am?ò 

 
ñWho do you say that I am?ó Of all the questions in the New Testament, itõs one of the 

biggies ð Jesus asked it of Peter.   
 

Peter said Jesus was the messiah.  But for others, Jesus is the shepherd; for many, he 
is a healer; for some, he is a liberator; and for still others, Jesus is  a guide, showing us 

the way to God.  Who do you say Jesus is?  

 
In his book, Becoming a Thinking Christian , the Rev. John Cobb writes, òAs Christians, 

we need to learn what theology is, and take responsibility for our own theology.ó  In 
fact, he insists on e reason Christianity and contemporary churches are flagging is that 

so few of us are actively engaged in real theological (about God) and Christological 
(about Jesus) reflection.  

 

Well, hereõs a chance to change that.  We at ACUMC are blessed with numerous clergy,  
mostly ð but not all ð retired.  On Sunday, April 10 th  (after worship), our clergy will 

gather for a òforumó about just this:  òWho do you say that I am?ó  And you are invited 
to join in.  

 
This event will begin with a pot -luck luncheon after wor ship.  Then, the discussion will 

begin, moderated by Student Intern Russ Menk.  Each of the clergy will have five 
minutes to speak about who Jesus is for them.  (Did you eve r wonder whether Clyde 

Vaughn believes the same things that Bob Blaney does?)   And  after that, you will have 

a chance to ask questions and toss around ideas of your own.  
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                        Upcoming Special Offerings  

APRIL  3 rd   --  UMCOR ð ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING OFFERING  

Join United Methodists everywhere by participating in this special offering which 

supports UMCORõs vital work and lays the foundation for UMCOR to bring 
restoration, healing and hope for tomorrow to areas of urgent need such as Katrina, 

Haiti, and Japan . 

 

MAY 8 th   --   NATIVE AMERICAN MINISTRIES SUNDAY OFFERING  

Your gifts to Native American Ministries Sunday support Native American ministries 
within our own annual conference,  provides scholarships for native Americans  

attending United Methodist schools of theology and helps to expand the number of 
target cities related to our General Board of Global Ministries.  

26 Layette Kits Packed for UMCOR 
 
Aptos Community UMC is sending 2 6 layette kits to the UMCOR (United Methodist 

Committee on Relief) depot at Salt Lake City.  A great big thank you to all the people 
who donated money, went out and bought baby layette items , and packed the layette 

kits.  The kits will be taken to the depot in April when Marcia Burns, Shannon Lindahl , 
and Anne and David Scott go there to volunteer for a week.  Approximate cost of a 

layette kit is $35 so the 26 kits represent $910.  An additional check for $26 will be 

taken to pay the requested $1 per kit for help to ship them abroad.  

 

  
Come Join the Monday Morning 

Aptos Church Garden Improvement 
 
Have you noticed an improvement in the church grounds during the past month?  
Volunteers are coming each Monday, 10 :00  AM until  noon, to weed, clip, plant, rake, 

and generally clean up and make the grounds more attractive.  Everyone is invited to 
join in.  You may come once, once a month, or weekly, and you donõt need to be an 

expert gardener.  The gardeners coordinating the work will have a job for you.  The more 

people who come and help, the faster the grounds will be groomed.  To date, Marcia 
Burns, John Green, Teresa Fehr, Georgia Mackh, Diane McElroy , and Anne and David 

Scott have participated.  There will be a Saturday workday  on April 16 th  to do big garden 
projects, and everyone is urged to come out that day.  The goal is to have all the church 

grounds look beautiful and inviting by Easter Sunday.   
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Updates from Missionary Katherine Parker 

 
The Tide has been excerpting from missionary Katherine Parkerõs letter sent to 

ACUMC in January.  This excerpt concludes that letter.  
 

 
òThe Social Concerns Committee (SCC) was awarded a grant from UMCOR to 

respond to anticipated food shortages due to drought during the 2010 rice 
growing season.  It is apparent that this is a real concern since there has been 

a decreased harvest this December, in some cases 50% of the previous year 
yield.  This is due in large part because of the variability in the rain we had 

last year.  Some rains came early but the n they stopped and so many 

seedlings died before they could be transplanted.  Then heavy rains came very 
late in the growing season when it is typically time for the grains to be 

ripening.  Food insecurity is already a problem in Cambodia, and many 
familie s are not normally able to produce enough rice to eat for the year so 

they end up borrowing rice at exorbitant rates (50 -100% interest).  
 

The SCC plans to use the UMCOR grant for two purposes; one is to provide 

rice -aid to highly vulnerable families who fa ce severe shortfalls this year, and 
the other is to start about 100 new rice -banks which will double the amount 

of rice available through rice -banks for low -interest loans in the communities 
where the Cambodia Methodist Mission is working.  One of the chal lenges is 

that the SCC pastors will need to travel to visit communities to plan the new 
rice -banks.  There are funds in the grant to support travel to the initial 100 

meetings and to transport rice to the affected areas, but I am worried that 
there will be  insufficient funds left to travel to visit the rice -banks for the six 

month and one year monitoring visits so there is a need to raise additional 

travel funds to support ongoing efforts.ó 

 A new letter from Katherine Parker 

was received.  In it she writes:  

 
òMy heart goes out, as Iõm sure yours 

does, to the people of Japan and all 
those around the Pacific Rim that 

have been affected by the 
earthquake, tsunami and nuclear 

crisis.  I have been reading updates 

from friends at the Asian Rural 
Institute (ARI) which is located just 

130 km from the nucl ear plants.  
They have been reaching out with 

food and spiritual aid both to people 
in the immediate area affected by the 

quake and to evacuees who are 
showing up in their town.  ARI is 

very close to my heart and has also 

been very supportive of the missio n 
in Cambodia.ó 

 

If you havenõt 

already done so, 

please complete 

the Volunteer 

Survey form on 

the next page.  
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VOLUNTEER   SURVEY   
 

 

The Missions and Church & Society Teams are taking a survey of church memberôs volunteer 

activities.  The object is to find out where people are volunteering so that others can see how 

involved people are and perhaps find an activity in which they also could participate.  We ask 

that you take a few minutes and write down the organizations and/or activities in which you have 

spent time during the last 12 months for the benefit of others.  

 

Give your best estimate of the number of people served by your work or leave blank if not able 

to make a reasonable estimate.  Please also indicate (for each activity) if you are willing to act as 

a point of contact for others who may be interested in learning more about the activity.  You 

donôt need to record hours or extent of participation.   

 

Volunteer Organization or Activity  Est # People Act as Contact  

      Served  Person? 

 

Example:  Red Cross blood donations      __4____    yes ____    

 

_________________________________       ______            __________  

 

_________________________________       ______            __________  

 

_________________________________       ______            __________  

 

_________________________________       ______            __________  

 

_________________________________       ______            __________  

 

_________________________________       ______            __________  

 

_________________________________       ______            __________  

 

_________________________________       ______            __________  

 

 

 

Name:       Phone #:    

 

 

Please bring the completed survey to worship, send it to the church office or give to a member of 

the Missions or Church & Society Teams as soon as possible.  Please contact Joe MacDonell 

(685-1948) or Clyde Vaughn (662-8908) if you have questions or need clarification. 
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                  CHECK OUT THE CHURCH'S WEB SITE! 

Recently our church's web site has been redone. It is still a work in progress, so    

check it out frequently for updates and new links.  

 

An important link is to Amazon.com. You'll find it on the left -hand side of the page, 

just beneath Pastor Pam's "Glad Tide -ings". When you go to Amazon.com from our 

church's web site, the church benefits! Four percent of your purchase price will 

come back to the church. Just like eScript, it earns us money for stuff we intend to 

purchase.  

 

       Here is the address of the church's web site: http://www.aptosumc.org  

 

 

APRIL CALENDAR 
 Tuesday, the 5

th
  11:30 AM    PACT 

 Thursday, the 7 th   11:30  AM   UMW  

 Friday, the 8 th   5:30 PM     Missions Team  
 Saturday, the 9 th  8:00 AM    UMM  

 Sunday, the 10 th    after Worship    Potluck  and Theology Forum  
 Wednesday, the 13 th  6:30 PM    Finance  

 Saturday, the 16 th     9:00 AM to Noon   ALL CHURCH WORK DAY  

 Monday, the 18 th   2:00 PM    Weekday Book Group (Still  Alice)  
             6:00 PM    Trustees  

 Tuesday, the 19 th  11:30 AM    PACT 
 Sunday, the 24 th       EASTER 

 Monday, the 25 th   6:00 PM  Theology Book Group, Your God is 
Too Small   

  

 Thursdays, April 7 th , 14 th , and 21 st   Paul Sweetõs Lenten Study  
    5:30 PM to 6:30 PM  

 
 

 Tuesdays ð 10 - 11:30 AM     Alive Now!  Study Group  
 Wednesdays ð 4:45 PM - 6:15 PM   Bell Choir Rehearsal  

 Thursdays ð 7 PM ð 9:00  PM   Choir Rehearsal  
 Sundays ð 9:30 AM     NOOM A 

     10:30 AM - 11:45 PM    WORSHIP!   

 

http://www.aptosumc.org/
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Book Club Plans 

 

 

 
 

 
 

April 18 th   

Sti l l  Al ice  
By 

 Lisa Genova  
  

  Hostess: Kay Willcox   
 Reviewer : Susan Weeks  

 
The ACUMC Book Club meets at 2:00 PM on 

the third Monday of every month. Anyone is 
welcome to attend. Please contact Laurel 

Blaney for more information.  

  
1        Marilyn Manning 
           Frank  Dyer 

  

3         Eric Baade   

           Wendy Baker   

10      Terra McCourt   

           Ron Staley   

11      Sue Sampson   

12      Charlie Mackh   

13      Joe  MacDonell 
14      Margaret Williamson 

  

   

    

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

 

16      Remco Treffkorn 

18      Bob Blaney 

20      Rich Hart 

          Fred Sawyer 

21     Carolyn Vallelunga 

22     Brian Williamson 

23     Linda Ball 

26     Patrick Kennedy 

28     Carol Williamson 

 

ANNIVERSARIES  

 

    14    Bob and Laurel Blaney 
    22         Ken and Kathleen Cook 
    Roger and Keri Swenson 
    26    Jana and Bill Daley 
    Michelle and Craig Bagley 
 

APRIL  BIRTHDAYS  

CAMPUS CLEAN-UP  
 
Our annual all -church Campus 
Clean -Up will be Saturday, April 

16 th , from 9 AM until noon.  Wear 
your grubbies and come join the 

fun!  Please come even if you can 

only spare an hour.  This effort is 
being planned by the Trustees and 

UMM, but we are hoping everyone 
will pitch -in and help beautify our 

church home.  E -mail Joe 
MacDonell if you have specific 

clean -up or repair suggestions.  

 


