
 

 

 

 

 

 

FINE LINES Notes from Pastor Pam  
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
Dear ones,  
 
You may have heard the expression, òitõs like 
herding cats!ó  At times, that is an apt description 

of being a pastor and church leader.  Another 

might be òliving at the center of a cyclone!ó  
Especially when thereõs a lot going on, it can be 

hard to keep u p, and even harder to make sure we 

communicate everything that wants to be 

communicated.  So, this òFine Linesó is dedicated 
to communicating about at least a few of the 

miscellaneous things people seem to want to know 

about -- in no particular order.   
 

Thereõs been a rumor that ònothing has been doneó 

about Sunday School and/or youth group this 
year.  Not so!   Apart from a short period at the 

start of the 2011, weõve had Sunday School all year 

long.  Since we currently have no children under 
age 10, and th e kids of that age or older all know 

each other, theyõve all been in one class, with 

teachers every week consistently using the same 

curriculum.  Many thanks to Roger Houston, 
Marcia Burns, Roger & Keri Swenson, Dan 

Burklund, Kate Sutherland, and Russ Menk.   

Combining the age groups has allowed us to have 
more students each week, so that they can have 

more interesting and productive discussions.  Also, 

we have had a bi -weekly youth group functioning 
since last November, with Russ Menk leading most 

of the act ivities.  Apart from meeting every two 

weeks, they had a super ski trip, prepared a Fat 
Tuesday pancake supper, and will be participating 

actively in our Mothers Day service.  We 

interviewed and hired two different people to lead 
youth group, but both resi gned (one, before she 

began!).   We will soon look afresh at what to do 

with both programs in the fall . 

 
 

 

Some people have been wondering recently why I 
use the email name òmamafine.ó  Itõs a purely 

sentimental thing.  My mother knew my fatherõs 

mom since  she was 19 years old, even before she 
married my dad.  And she called his mother 

òMama Fine.ó  Iõve used the name since I first 

signed up for a Hotmail account in (letõs see é can 

I remember back that far?) 1997. But please 
note:  My Hotmail account has b een hacked a lot 

lately, so I õm changing over,  to a gmail  account.  

I'll still be mamafine, at mamafine@gmail.com . 
It'll be a better way to reach me than the church 

account, by the way, due to our slow internet 

service at home.        
 

A few of you have wanted to know about how much 

time I take off.  Full time United Methodist pastors 

are all given 4 weeks of vacation per year.  This 
may seem like a lot, but keep in mind that I seldom 

take more than one full day o ff per week.  Pastors 

are also given time to attend our Annual 
Conference (which is required).  And, we are also to 

be granted one week for Continuing Education.  I 

asked our SPRC this year what they thought the 
congregation would like me to focus on in 

Continuing Education, and they said òlistening!ó  

Iõve found that there are surprisingly few classes 
on òChristian Listening,ó but I believe Iõll be taking 

one at Pacific School of Religion this summer.  

 

Iõve already run out of space, so Iõll stop there.  
Please feel free to speak with me (or call my cell:  

566 -1212) if you have other questions ð could be I 

should do another one of these in a few months!  
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Cambodia Consultation Report 

 

Anne and David Scott represented the Missions Team at the recent Cambodia 

Consultation organized by the Board of Global Ministries and the California Nevada 

Annual Conference of the United Methodist Church that was held in San Jose.  Here is 

their report.  

 

The Cambodia Consultation was a three -day gathering of Me thodists from throughout 

the United States and Cambodia.  The consultationõs purpose was to provide information 

for conferences and individual churches.  Bishop Warner H. Brown Jr. of the California 

Nevada conference, Bishop Roy I. Sano of Cambodia, and th e Rev. Dr. Romeo del 

Rosario, head of the Methodist Mission in Cambodia, led the consultation.  Bishop Sano 

explained that the goal is to have Cambodia become an independent Methodist 

conference by 2016.  At that point Cambodians would assume the leadershi p of church 

projects with the missionaries still there to assist them.  The rise of Methodism in 

Cambodia has been rapid; there were three churches in 1995, and there are 153 today.  

Individual churches generally have 40 to 50 members.  

 

The California Neva da Conference, of which ACUMC is a part, has chosen Cambodia as a 

mission priority.   Bishop Brown listed three objectives:  to encourage churches to 

develop covenants with missionaries, to support projects advanced by the church 

leadership in Cambodia, an d to support the training of Cambodian church leaders.  He 

told the participants that the first thing he would encourage an individual US church to 

do is to form a covenant with a missionary serving in Cambodia.  We were so pleased 

that ACUMC has already d one so and has a covenant with Katherine Parker.  Katherine 

was there and made a presentation about the work her organization CHAD is doing.  

Getting 100 new rice banks started is the big emphasis for this year.  The California 

Nevada Conference takes an a nnual conference offering each June, and churches are 

asked to contribute.  This year the conference offering will go to CHAD to purchase three 

trucks that the missionaries can use to reach rural churches.  So weõd encourage you to 

give generously when the  annual conference offering is taken this June.   

 

Katherine says òHió to everyone and will keep us informed via email letters.  She 

expressed thanks to ACUMC for supporting her and asked for our continued prayers for 

the work that CHAD is doing in Cambodi a 
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SPECIAL THANKS TO OUR LENTEN SCRIPTURE PLAYERS! 
 

All of us were amazed and moved this Lenten season by the reading and portrayal 

of the characters that Jesus encountered.   Our special thanks goes to each one of 
these readers and actors who often stepped out of their comfort zone to try 

something new and dramaticé and did so with such emotion, grace and beauty. 
 

Readers:   Roger Houston, Shei la Vaughn, Jean Beebe, Dick Wood, Jeff  
       Favor i te, Clyde Vaughn and Phar is Harvey  

 

Actors :      Aust in Eaton, Vick i  Wasson, Vick i  Sweet, Bob Folker , Paul  Sweet,  
Helene Mi lner , Dar in Dai ley, Ji l l  Holmberg, Ruth Landmann,  
Shei la  Vau ghn and Pastor  Pam  

 

Thanks to the  Chancel  Choir , too, for their help many times being the òcrowd!ó 
 

The costumes and pr ops were wonderful as well and added so much to make the 

characters come alive for us, so a big ôthank youõ to Debbie Eaton  for all her 
creativity and coordination.  

 
And lastly, thanks to Lee MacDonel l , Chair of the Worship Team, who with Pastor 

Pamõs and Susie Lewisõ help, rounded up all the ideas and people and coordinated 
all the pieces each week.  

 
Thank you all for making our Lenten worship experience this year so alive, and rich 
and meaningful!  

 

 

FINANCIAL REPORT ï March 2011 
 

          Monthly          Monthly          YTD               YTD 
            Actual            Budgeted       Actual        Budgeted 
 

Income        $18,499         $20,122       $62,112       $65,568      
  

Expenses     $20,558         $21,824       $65,909       $71,047 
 

Difference   ($ 2,059)       ($ 1,701)      ($ 3,797)      ($5,479)  
 

Average Attendance in Worship:  80 
 

 

 

Specia l thanks  from the 
Trustees  to the people 

that helped with the All 
Church Clean -up Day 

(Saturday April 
16 th ).  We had 22 doing 

clean -up and 8 working 
on the entrance 

plantings. Thanks 

again to  all.  Their work 
is much appreciated.  
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POT LUCK AND PROGRAM (Again!) 
 

The April Pot Luck and Clergy Forum got such 
rave reviews, what would you think about having 

a Pot Luck and Program once a month?  Let's at 
least try it one more time.  Mark Sunday, May 

22 nd   on your calendar.   Pot luck rotation?   A-I, 

salads or veggies;  J-R, desserts; S -Z, main 
dishes.   

 

United Methodist 

Women 

The UMW will be holding 

their annual luncheon 

on May 5 th   at  the 

Golden China in  the 

Nob Hill Shopping 

Center in Watsonville.  

Please phone Betty 

Bridge (688 -6970) to 

make your reservation.  

Be at the church by 

11:30 AM to carpool, or 

meet at the restaurant at 

noon.  

 

MAY CALENDAR 
 

 Tuesday, the 3
rd
   11:30 AM    PACT 

 Thursday, the 5 th   12 Noon    UMW  

      5:30 PM       Missions Team  
 Monday, the 9 th  6:00  PM    Trustees  

 Tuesday, the 10 th   5:00 PM    Church and Society  
 Wednesday, the 11 th  6:30 PM    Finance  

 Saturday, the 14 th   8:00 AM    UMM  

 Monday, the 16 th   2:00 PM  Weekday Book Group ( Major                                          
Pettigrewõs Last Stand)           

 Tuesday, the 17 th  11:30 AM    PACT 
 Wednesday, the 18 th   7:00 PM    Ad Council  

 Sunday, the 22 nd   After Worship    Potluck & Program   
 Monday, the 30 th    6:00 PM    Theology Book Group ( Love Wins )  

 Tuesday, the 31 st  11:30 AM    PACT 

 
 

 Tuesdays ð 10 :00  - 11:30 AM    Alive Now!  Study Group  
 Wednesdays ð 4:45 PM - 6:15 PM   Bell Choir Rehearsal  

 Thursdays ð 7:00  PM ð 9:00  PM   Choir Rehearsal  
 Sundays ð 9:30 AM     NOOMA  

     10:30 AM - 11:45 PM     WORSHIP!   
 

Happening in 

May 
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Book Club Plans 

 
 

 

 
 

 
May 16 th   

Major Pettigrewõs Last Stand 

By 
 Helen Simonson  

  
  Hostess: Lee MacDonnel  

Reviewer: Lorrie Ingram   
  

 
The ACUMC Book Club meets at 2:00 PM on 

the third Monday of every month. Anyone is 
welcome to attend. Please contact Laurel 

Blaney  (477 -7550)  for more information.  

 

1 Jenna Kaysen  
3 Susan Baird  

 Connie Moore  
4 Jenny Lewis  

5 Sharon Beach  
Kathleen Cook  

 Zane Ota  
 7 Craig Wright  

 9 Erin Bagley  

10  Peggy Roll  
13  Molly Hucklebridge  

14  Ginny Clifford  
 Deb Huffman  

  
 

 

15  Galen Dailey  

16  Kathleen Hoaglund  
17  Clyde Vaughn  

18  Sydney Ota  
20  Amanda Favorite  

21  Colleen Clark  

 Velma Greyell  
22  Allison Ota  

 Douglas Sampson  
 Kate Sutherland  

23  Maya Harvey  
 Lee MacDonell  

24  Ann Seibert  

 

         May Anniversar ies  

  1 Shirley & Mohan Isaac  

14  Carolyn & David Vallelunga  

15  Lee & Joe MacDonell  
 
 

May Bir thdays  

Count 
your age 

by 
friend s, 

not 
years...  

Count  
your life 

by smiles, 

not tears.  
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SPECIAL OFFERINGS FOR MAY & JUNE 

MAY 15 - NATIVE AMERICAN MINISTRIES SUNDAY OFFERING 

Your gifts to Native American Ministries Sunday support Native American ministries within 

our own annual conferen ce,  provide  scholarships for Native Americans attending United 
Methodi st schools of theology and help  to expand the number of target cities related to our 

General Board of Global Mini stries.  

JUNE 5 - ANNUAL CONFERENCE OFFERING.   

The 2011 Annual Conference offering has been designated for the Methodist Mission in 

Cambodia. A  February,  2010,  visit to Cambodia revealed a specific and  urgent need for 
three new vehicles to replace the mech anically unreliable, dilapidated, and ancient trucks 

that are currently used for travel on unpaved roads. Safe and reliable vehicles are critical 
for connecting the far -flung Cambodian congregations with each other for mutual support 

and for connecting the  distant rural  communities with health, education, agricultural, 
social service, and development resources that are only centrally available . 

 

THEOLOGY BOOK GROUP 
 
Have you heard of Rob Bell?  (If you've been 

watching the NOOMA videos on Sunday 

mornings, you have!)  Rob is the young pastor of 
Mars Hill Church in Michigan.  Rob has been in 

the news a lot lately in the midst of a controversy 
over his book  Love Wins , in which he apparently 

suggests that there may not be a "hell."  (Since 
people have been saying this for years - decades, 

even - this  is a bit of a mystery, don't you think?)  

  
Here's a review from BookBibles.com:  "Rob Bell 
presents a deeply biblical v ision for  rediscovering 
a richer, grander, truer, and more spiritually 
satisfying way of understanding heaven, hell, 
God, Jesus, salvation, and repentance.  The result 
is the discovery that the Good News is much, 
much better than we ever imagined!"   [As of  this 
writing, this author can't vouch for that and will 

be reading  Love Wins , too!]  Anne Scott will lead a 
discussion on this provocative book on Monday, 

May 30 th  at 6 :00 PM  (at the church).  If you'd like 
to join the discussion please go to Amazon.com 

(through our church website so we get a rebate!) 
and order the book directly.   

 

 

CATCH FIRE IN 50 

DAYS! 
 

As part of a project throughout 
our Annual Conference, we are 

invited to participate in a 50 -
day devotional study based 

largely on the Book of Acts.  
Appropriately, the project began 

on Easter and ends on 

Pentecost ð 50 days 
later!   Participants are readin g 

very short daily materials, 
jotting down their reflections on 

them, and praying for the 
church ð the whole 

church.   The United Methodist 
Church.  Yes, youõre receiving 

this almost 7 days later, but 

thatõs okay ð if you are 
interested, you can start late 

and catch up!  Pastor Pam will 
invite those participating into a 

discussion of this study in early 
June, before Annual 

Conference.  
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SAVE YOUR 

STUFF!  
 

Yes!!  We will have a Yard 
Sale and Flea Market next 

August.  Start setting  

aside your hand me 
downs, bric -a-brac, and 

what -nots!  A date and 
other plans will be 

announced next month!  
 

 

 

THE POWER OF PRAYER 
 

 
Cindy Jackson & Jim Hillgren. Marilyn Corsetto, Kay Willcox, Chris Loosley, 

Vicki Sweet, Ron Doolittle, Mary Ellen Rusch, Dan Frazier, Bob Henzie, Grace 
Oldenkamp, Hazel Smithõs son, Greg, The Scottõs neighbor, Debra McCartney, 

The Family of Ruth Breizy, P eggy Roll, June Dyer, and Fern Lindahl.  

 

 

May Worship 
  

May  1st   Communion    Russ Menk preaching  
Special music from Joanne Tanner and friend  

Text: John 20: 19 -23 
Sending out the disciples  

  
May 8 th    Mother's Day    

Youth Service  
  

May 15 th    Native American Sunday  

Text: Genesis 2: 4 -7 
Blended Faith  

  
May 22 nd    Russ  Menk 's Last Day  

Special music from the Bells  
Text: James 4: 13 -15  

Farewell  

  
May 29 th     

Text: Revelation 21: 4 -8 
Memorial Day  
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221 Thunderbird Drive, Aptos, CA  95003 

              Phone: (831) 688-2210 

               www.aptosumc.org

Sunday Worship at 10:30 AM 
Church School at 10:30 AM 

Child Care Available 10:15 �t 11:45 AM 
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

 

The Tide  is published monthly by Aptos Community United Methodist Church.  Aptos 
Community UMC is an inclusive community that welcomes and encourages full participation of 

all persons , regardless of race, culture, age, economic circumstance, sexual orientation, ge nder 

identity, or physical/mental abilities.  We affirm our denominationõs motto ð Open Hearts, 

Open Minds, Open Doors . 
 

The Church Office is open Tuesday  through Friday from 9:00 AM to 4 :00 PM.  The office is 

closed on Mondays.  

                                           Church Staff 
 The Reverend Pam Fine, Pastor  

mamafine@aptosumc.org  
831 -688 -2210  

 

Kathleen Hoaglund, Lay Leader  
kathleenannh@charter.net  

831 -722 -9761  

 

Susie Lewis, Music Director  
music@aptosumc.org  

831 -246 -2592  

 

Susie Lewis, Office Manager  
office@aptosumc.org  

831 -688 -2210  

 
Kathleen Cook, Accompanist  

katkco@sbcglobal.net  

831 -462 -0229  
 

Holly Ota, Accompanist & Bell  

Choir Director  
holly  day@sbcglobal.net  

831 -722 -9369  

 Russ Menk, Student Pastor, russ@aptosumc.org,  831-688-2210 
Pat Doolittle, Tide Editor, tidearticles@gmail.com, 831-688-4836 

 

The Tide 


