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FINE LINES  Notes from Pastor Pam  
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________   
 

Dear ones, 
 

ñSomethingôs coming, something good é I donôt know 

what it is, but it is gonna be great!ò  You may recognize 

some of the words from this number in ñWest Side 

Story.ò  I just like the words ï I donôt have a thing to say 

about the play!  But the words say how it is for a lot of 

us, I think, because something good is coming é 

SUMMER! 
 

I just want to tell you about a few church-y things youôll 

want to know about summer at Aptos Community UMC.   
 

THE BELLS have retired for the summer ï thank you all 

so much for your beautiful music and your dedication!  

Thanks especially to Holly who learned a whole new 

skill to do this for us, and has made our bell choir an 

outreach as well as a treat for you and me. 
 

THE LAST ñFORMALò CHOIR SUNDAY will be June 

5
th. 

They will be on hiatus during the summer as well.  

But, Susie will organize a ñpick-up choirò with anyone 

who shows up by 9:00 AM on Sundays.   Sheôs also 

organizing a guitar group to play during worship ï if 

youôd like to strum along, let us know!  And how can we 

ever thank Susie enough for all she brings to our music 

program?  That goes for our accompanists, Kathleen and 

Holly, too! 
 

ñSERMONSò during July and August will be about 

Jesusô parables ï one each week.  And, these will not be 

traditional sermons.  They will be ñtalk backò or 

ñdialogicalò sermons.  In other words, youôll be invited 

to participate.  Out loud!  I canôt wait to hear what you 

have to say! 
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL will be provided, but our tradition 

has been to invite any and all adults to take a Sunday to 

do something special with the kids.  No curriculum 

provided; our regular teachers will take a break!  A 

movie, a game, a meal to prepare, songs é what would 

you like to do with our youth this summer? 
 

 

 

YOUTH GROUP hasnôt solidified its plans, but they 

have asked to continue meeting bi-weekly through the 

summer with other activities thrown in, too.  Among 

their hopes ~ a trip to Great America (times infinity), a 

team-building ropes course adventure; another night of 

pool in Santa Cruz; movie nights, a lock-in, possibly a 

trip to San Francisco and Glide UMC, and maybe even a 

camping trip.  And some fundraisers so that they can go 

to Hawaii next year (!)!  You just might want to come 

along ï they are planning on some fun!!  The search for 

a permanent youth leader will also be revived. 
 

FOR ADULTS, the Sunday morning NOOMA series 

will continue at 9:00 AM, as will ñAlive Nowò on 

Tuesdays at 10:00 AM.  Everyone is welcome to these 

groups ï the more the merrier.  There will be no 

Theology Book Group until the Fall.  Thereôs been a 

suggestion that we have a low-key summer study for 

adults, but youôll have to look at the next Tide for details 

ï as yet unplanned. 
 

AND, Bee Sunday, a CROP Walk, the Artisanôs Faire 

are all being organized for the Fall.  Itôll come sooner 

than you think!  Susieôs already looking for Christmas 

music, for heavenôs sake! 
 

FINALLY, just because the church relaxes a bit, donôt 

think your prayers, your presence, your gifts, your 

witness, and your service arenôt needed!  I know youôve 

got plans to travel, and you want to sleep in, and itôs 

good golfing weather é but please remember to pay 

your pledge so that we can keep the home fires burning!  

Please come on Sundays often, if not for your own sake, 

then for the visitor who needs a new church family.  

Please keep up with whatôs going on by checking the 

website and Glad Tide-ings!  Please volunteer 

somewhere, offer a kindness, commit random acts of 

beauty.  Remember, Jesus didnôt take vacations (neither 

does the church).  Let us honor him all the season long.  

AND ï HAVE A HAPPY SUMMER! 

June , 2011  
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   HASTA LUEGO MEANS  

ñUNTIL LATERò 

...NOT GOODBYE 
 

            Our time together is ending, but I will take my 

memories on my journey.  I have changed in very 

good ways since we have been together, and I thank 

you all for being part of that progress.  You all have 

been so wonderful that I am having periods of deep 

sadness when I think about leaving or when I have 

tried to write this articleðand I have started it several 

times.  But, the Tide has deadlines, and I donôt want to 

upset the schedule, so I must finish.   
            It is natural for me to reflect back on our time 

together, but it is also tough for me since I loved it 

here so much.  It was a wonderful and learning 

experience each time I was at church or doing church 

stuff.  I honor and treasure each moment with you--

from the interview over a year ago, to my first sermon 

in August, to baptisms, communions, services, 

sermons, book classes, Alive Now meetings, youth 

meetings, and all the events and pageants of 10 months 

of service.  This was a wonderful time.  Aptos is a 

great church. 
            I will miss all of you and want to thank you for 

making a profoundly wonderful impact on my life and 

my ministry.  I will miss you all, and I love each of 

youéblessings and Godôs grace to all of you. 

 

Russ Menk, 

Student Pastor, August 2010 to May 2011 
 

FINANCIAL REPORT ï April 2011 

Monthly  Monthly    YTD         YTD 

Actual  Budgeted  Actual  Budgeted 

 

Income: $17,574  $20,123  $79,687  $85,692 

 

Expenses: $18,865  $21,579  $84,775  $92,627 

 

Difference: ($1,291) ($1,456) ($5,088) ($6,934) 

 

Due to lower expenses than expected this report indicates that we are $1,846 

ahead.  Good job, everyone! 

Average attendance in Worship: 106 

CONGRATULATIONS, 

GRADUATES! 
 
A number of our young church friends are 

graduating from their respective schools and 

moving on.  We extend a warm ñGood Jobò to all 

of them: 

 

Aptos High School 

Spencer Cook will be attending UC Santa Barbara 

on a sports scholarship. 

Jenna Kaysen will be attending the family alma 

mater, Cabrillo College. 

Mary Williamson will be attending UCLA. 

 

Aptos Junior High School 

Jacob Baker is going on to Aptos High. 

Austin Eaton is going on to York School in 

Monterey. 

Chloe Jot is going on to Aptos High. 

Sara Rossi is going on to Aptos High. 
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June , 2011  

SPECIAL THANK YOU TO ALL OUR WORSHIP MUSICIANS! 

At this time of year, with summer approaching and the school year closing, thereôs always a desire to say a very HUGE 

THANK YOU to all those musicians who have put in countless rehearsals ï much thought, time, energy and effort ï 

into sharing the wonderful music we all enjoy every Sunday.   The Spirit is felt so deeply in the music and it truly is one 

of our highest blessings at Aptos Church! 

 

 
Thank you to our 

Chancel Choir 
singers: 

 
Sopranos 

Helene Milner 

Vicki Sweet 

Ruth Landmann 

Pam Wood 

Jill Holmberg 

 

Altos 

Peggy Kaysen 

Jana Daley 

Nancy Moody 

Georgia Mackh 

Cathy Martin 

Laurel Blaney 

 

Tenors 

Bill Fennell 

Darin Dailey 

Paul Sweet 

 

Basses 

Dick Wood 

Bob Folker 

Ken McElroy 

Bob Blaney 

 

 

Thank you to our 

Accompanists: 

 

Holly Ota 

 And 

  Kathleen Cook 

 

 

Thank you to our  

Bells of Joy ringers: 

 

Nancy Moody 

Lee MacDonell 

Bob Folker 

Carolyn Collins 

Sheila Vaughn 

Margaret Williamson 

Jana Daley 

Sydney Ota 

 

Subs: 

Mary Williamson, 

Vicki Sweet 

and 

Vicki Wasson 

 

 

Thank you to our 

Directors: 

 

Susie Lewis, 

 Chancel Choir 

 

Holly Ota, 

 Bells of Joy 

 

 

Thank you to our 

Special Musicians: 

 

Joanne Tanner, violin and 

piano 

And resource for other 

professional soloists 

Pat Doolittle, piano 

Sydney Ota, piano 

Sara Rossi, piano 

Shelton Brown, cello 

Amanda Favorite, flute 

David Daley, guitar 
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KATHERINE PARKER WRITES FROM COMBODIA: 

          First of Two Parts 
 

Friends, 

Last week we had a wonderful visit from a delegation of the Finland Annual 

Conference of the United Methodist Church.  It was a young volunteer from Finland, 

Pontus Fred, who seven years ago thought that we needed to have an agricultural 

development component of the ministry here and secured the original funding for a 

Rural Agricultural Development program from their mission board.  The CHAD 

program has grown in those seven years, merging with the health ministries, 

formation of the Social Concerns Committee, taking on a larger community 

development and outreach role.  The Methodist Church Finland has been a vital 

partner and supportive in our goal to localize the development ministries as an 

authentic expression of the emerging church in Cambodia to reach out to its 

neighbors in life affirming ways.  Therefore, it was a joy to have the delegation visit 

us for an evaluation.  We looked at several successful projects, as well as those that 

have struggled and reflected together on the lessons learned during our partnership. 

 

On a personal note, I am happy to report that my visit to the USA was a wonderful 

success.  I joined the Cambodia consultation for just one day, but was inspired by the 

stories and dedication of so many to support this country.  I also was able to 

successfully submit and defend my masterôs thesis on Bacterial Contamination of 

Drinking Water in Rural Ghana.  I completed the research three years ago before I 

was called to Cambodia, but the concluding steps were put on the back burner as I 

engaged with my work here. 

 

(To be continued) 
 

 

Missions  News...  
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JUNE 5

th
  ANNUAL  CONFERENCE  OFFERING TO PROVIDE  NEW 

TRUCKS FOR  MISSIONARY  USE  IN CAMABODIA  
 

The Aptos Mission Team wants to call your attention to the fact that this yearôs annual 

conference offering has been designated for the Methodist Mission in Cambodia.  Our covenant 

missionary Katherine Parker works in Cambodia and will directly benefit from the offering.   

ACUMC will take the special offering Sunday, June 5
th
. 

 

A 2010 visit to Cambodia by a California-Nevada leadership team led by Bishop Warner H. 

Brown, Jr. revealed a specific and urgent need for three new vehicles to replace the mechanically 

unreliable, dilapidated, and ancient trucks that are currently used for travel on unpaved roads.  

Safe and reliable vehicles are critical for connecting the far-flung Cambodian congregations with 

each other for mutual support and for connecting the distant rural communities with health, 

education, agricultural, social service, and development resources that are only centrally 

available.  The goal is for the conference to raise $60,000 and to have it matched with a grant 

from the general church. 

 

Katherine currently drives an ancient truck as she visits her assigned congregations.  The new 

trucks will be available to all the Methodist missionaries in Cambodia for use in their work.  

Giving to this special offering will enable Katherine and her CHAD colleagues to more safely 

and easily travel throughout the country and continue their work in developing clean water 

systems, building rice barns, providing health services and helping communities to prosper. 

 

Please give generously on June 5
th
 when the annual conference offering is taken. 

 

THE  FUTURE  OF  THE  CHURCH 
 

The conversation about the Future of the Church is an 

ongoing one.  Several people who met previously have 

begun exploring some of our ideas further, such as a 

monthly neighborhood event, small groups, etc.  The 

next meeting regarding the future of the church will be 

taking place on Saturday, June 25
th
 at 2:00 PM.  Weôll 

meet at the home of Anne and David Scott, 115 

Falmouth Court in Rio del Mar.  You are certainly 

welcome (with open arms!) to join even if you didnôt 

attend the first meeting. 
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WRITE  START  BACKPACK  PROJECT 

 

 

This is what we did LAST YEAR--our goal was 100 of each item; What can we do THIS YEAR? 

This year's Backpack Packing Party is Saturday, August 13th  

 

On Saturday, August 14
th,

 2010, 17 people came to assemble backpacks for the Write Start Backpack 

Project under the auspices of the Students in Transition Department at the Santa Cruz County Board of 

Education. 

 

Last year sixty-four-plus students in Santa Cruz County benefited from this generosity. 

Here's what's needed:  

¶ packages of binder paper 

¶ rulers 

¶ 2 inch binders 

¶ spiral notebooks 

¶ new backpacks--NOT red or royal blue, no chains or other gang insignia 

¶ colored pencils 

¶ regular pencils (Ticonderoga are the best.) 

¶ black or blue pens 

¶ 16 pack crayons 

¶ calclulators--they can be basic ones, not the high tech ones 

¶ Spanish-English dictionaries 

 

It's a lot of stuff, and if people don't want to do the shopping themselves for these school supplies, checks 

to help cover the expense  can be made out to ACUMC.  We will do the shopping for you before the 

August 13
th

  Backpack Packing event. 

 

Last year the Back-to-School sales at Staples, Costco, etc. started in July. That's the time to do this 

shopping! 

Last year many donated money to this project. Many others donated time. 

 

TIME, TALENT, TREASURE all came together for a great cause. Last year we raised $1.624 in cash and 

that was fantastic. 

 

The best estimate of the total value of all the money and supplies donated last year came to $2,363.28. 

Many homeless and low-income students in Santa Cruz County got the school supplies they wouldn't 

otherwise have had for this school year without the support of this congregation. 

 



7 
 

  

WHY I AM A GREY BEAR DRIVER 
 

Every Thursday morning I deliver a bag of 

groceries and a loaf of bread to more than 40 

ñhomeboundò seniors in Watsonville.  Receiving 

that bag is the highlight of the day for many of 

these folks.  I am often greeted with ñIs it Thursday 

already again?ò and when I occasionally have a 

substitute, the following week is full of questions 

like ñDid you have a good vacation?ò and ñAre 

you OK?ò  Sometimes I even get cookies! 

 

This California Grey Bear program provides food 

bags to more than 3000 seniors each week in Santa 

Cruz County.  On Thursday and Friday mornings 

volunteers fill the bags and load them into vehicles.  

We have over 80 volunteer drivers who deliver to 

homes or pick-up sites from the Pajaro River to 

north of Scotts Valley. 

 

You may have been among our church folks who 

recently visited the GB operation on Chanticleer 

Avenue.  We recycle everything:  computers, 

metals, glass, plastic, paper, cardboard, and all 

else.  We produce hundreds of pounds of compost, 

roll newspapers into bundles that are used by the 

floral industry, and operate a classy thrift store.  

All of this is accomplished by volunteers.  The 

income from these operations helps to pay for the 

'brown bag' program.  You can be one of those 

volunteers. 

 

Hereôs the bottom line:  We at Grey Bears 

especially need more drivers for home delivery. 

I find it a most gratifying experience and it only 

takes a few hours on a Thursday or Friday 

morning.  You donôt have to be a senior; you just 

have to have a free morning once a week.  I've 

been at it for more than ten years. 

 

The only sad part of this story is that my shoulders 

have worn out and the driving and carrying just 

don't work well any more.  So, I must end my 

active participation and need a replacement.  Please 

consider this opportunity----you will not regret it.  

Call me at 684-1079, or call Pat Brown, GB driver 

coordinator, at 479-1055. 

 

Rich Hart 

 MONDAY MORNING GARDNERS 
 Invite You to Join Them  

 

Are you enjoying the new and revitalized church 

gardens this spring?  Church gardeners continue to 

meet every Monday morning, 10:00 AM to 12:00 

Noon, to maintain and improve the grounds, and 

everyone is invited to join in.  The central patio bed 

is being weeded weekly and plants have been 

added to provide color.  These include cyclamen 

from the garden of Teresa and Skip Fehr and 

azaleas from the garden of Diane and Ken 

McElroy. 

 

John Green provides weekly pruning of shrubs and 

ground cover throughout the grounds. 

 

Camellias, rhododendrons, azaleas, hydrangeas, 

impatiens, daisies and vines have been planted on 

both sides of the upper pathway to the parking lot, 

donated by Diane and Ken McElroy, Roger 

Houston, and Anne and David Scott.  Ken watches 

over these new plants and waters them regularly. 

 

The new garden by the road has been planted with 

a variety of drought-tolerant plants including New 

Zealand flax, heather, yarrow, and sage, purchased 

and donated by Vicki and Rodger Wasson.  Alladin 

Nursery reduced prices significantly on these plants 

after learning they would beautify church grounds.  

The agapanthus plants were already there in 

clumps hidden in the grass; they were divided and 

now line the garden edge.  The daylilies come from 

the garden of Bob and Laurel Blaney, and the 

daisies come from the garden of Marcia Burns.  

Anne and David Scott donated the cost of 

preparing the ground, Vicki and Rodger donated 

the ground lining, bark mulch, and hose, and Vicki 

and Anne alternate water duties. 

 

Come be a church gardener.  There are always 

weeds to be pulled and empty spots needing a new 

plant along with lots of good fellowship as we tend 

to our church home. 

 

Volunteer s Need ed ....  


