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September, 2011  

FINE LINES Notes from Pastor Pam  
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Dear ones,  

I found this declaration on -line just recently:  
 

My church is composed of people like me. I help make it what it is.  
It will be friendly, when I am. Its pews will be filled, whe n I help fill them.  

It will do great work, when I work.  
It will make generous gifts to many causes, when I am a generous giver.  

It will bring other people into its worship and fellowship,  
when I invite and bring them.  

It will be a church of loyalty a nd love, of fearlessness and faith,  
and a church with a noble spirit, when I, who make it what it is,  

am filled with these same things.  
Therefore, with the help of God, I shall dedicate myself  

to the task of being all the things  
that I want my church to be.  

 
It reminded me of you, my friends,  

and all the ways you are such  a wonderful church.  
 

Thank you for allowing me to worship and serve among you!  
 

      Blessings,  
          Pam 

 

 

FINANCIAL REPORT   

July, 2011 

               Monthly        Monthly         YTD          YTD 

                       Actual           Budgeted       Actual        Budgeted 

 
      Income         $21,663         $20,123        $136,571    $146,060       
 
     Expenses      $18,711         $20,024        $141,905    $154,499 

 
      Difference    $ 2,952          $       99       ($   5,334)  ($   8,439)  

  Average Attendance in Worship:  81 
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APPORTIONMENTS  

Our First Mile of Mission Giving  

 
During the coming months the Church and Society and Missions Committees plan to provide information 
about United Methodist apportionments to help church members better understand the vital role that 

apportionments play in mission outreach.  Apportionments are our  first mile of mission giving, supporting 
programs and projects across the globe and within our own conference and district.  Through the payment of 
its apportionments ACUMC provides help for people  that  we could not reach as an individual church.  During 

September we will focus on three General Conference apportionments. Additional information about these 
apportionments is available in the pastorõs office.   

 

Black  College  Fund:  

 

Through  the Black 
College Fund, The 
United Methodist 

Church helps the 11 

historically Black United 
Methodist -related 

colleges and universities 

to maintain solid and 
challenging academic 

programs, strong 
faculties and well -

equipped facilities.  
Their graduates --

teachers and doctors, 

ministers and bishops, 
judges, artists and 
entrepreneurs --are 

leaders nationally and 

internationally.  
 

Our ACUMC 2011 
commitment is $514 . 

 

World   Service  Fund:  

 
The World Service Fund 

is the primary avenue of 
support for the global 

mission and ministry of 
The United Methodist 

Church.  Four areas of 
focus include:  

(1) Developing principled 

Christian leaders for the 
church and the world by 
providing scholarships 

for potential pastors and 

supporting college 
campus ministry 

prog rams among other 

programs;  
(2) Creating new places  

for new people by 
developing new churches 

and renewing existing 
congregations here in the 
United States and around 

the world;  
(3) Engaging in ministry 

with the poor by 
supporting programs that 

provide tr aining and jobs 
and missionaries who 

work with the poor; and  

(4) Stamping out killer 
diseases of poverty by 

improving health globally 
through such programs 

as Imagine No Malaria.  
 

Our  ACUMC 2011 
commitment is $3,818.  

 

Africa  University 

Fund : 

 

Africa University is the 
only General Conference 

approved degree-
granting institution of 

higher education 
supported by The 
United Methodist 

Church on the continent 

of Africa.  Men and 
women from 27 

countries in Africa 

receive postsecondary 
education and 

postgraduate degrees.  
When we support the 

Africa University  Fund, 
we nurture students in 
Christian values and 

develop visionary 
leaders.  

 
Our ACUMC 2011 

commitment is $115 . 
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FOOD SORT  

 

Itõs time again for the Food Sort at the Second Harvest Food Bank so mark your calendars for 
Saturday, September 10 th .  The sort will  run from  8:00 AM unti l about 11:30 AM.    As usual, we 
will meet at the church at 7:30 AM  for those who want to carpool or caravan or you can go directly 

to the Food Bank at 800  Ohlone Parkway in Watsonville to meet at 8:00 AM .  And remember, long 
pants and closed -toed shoes  are required for working at the Food Bank.  

 
We will be packing cans a s part of the Food for Children program that Second Harvest operates in 49 
schools and low -income housing areas throughout Santa Cruz County.  

 
Come join with many of your fellow ACUMC members on September 10 th   and letõs help feed some of 
the almost 20,000  children who need food assistance in Santa Cruz County.  

 

 

LAND OF PLENTY?  

 
In many ways, America is the land of plenty --especially here in the Aptos area.  But hunger exists  
everywhere in America and even right here in Santa Cruz.  It doesnõt matter where you live or in what 

setting, there are people starving. Many are often hard -working adults, children and seniors who cannot 
make ends meet and are forced to go without meals .  Thatõs why we at ACUMC have chosen not only to 
provide food for the Second Harvest Food Bank, but also for F.I.T., which stands for Families In 

Transition .  Did any of you wonder what that bin is next to the office (that some folks think is for their 
tr ash)? The goal of F.I.T. is to provide housing services and support to struggling families throughout 
Santa Cruz County. We (the church) donate one shopping bag of food to six apartment units (six families) 

on Brommer Street in Santa Cruz.  Many of these f amilies fall short of resources by the end of the month, 
so this is something extra that they have come to look forward to from us.  
 

Right now our cupboard is badly in need of reinforcements.  Please bring food items that have not been 
opened in any way a nd things that have an expiration date.  Anything expired as of the CURRENT  date is 
discarded. Common items are cereal, peanut butter, canned veggies, soups, and pastas.  What are not so 

common but are loved are spaghetti sauce, Parmesan cheese, jams, pack aged entrees like Hamburger 
Helpers, pancake mix, Cup oõ Noodles.  The children love instant mashed potatoes, nuts, dried or canned 
fruits, snacks and of course mac and cheese. No dairy or anything perishable.  So watch for those òbuy one 

get one freeó ads at the market (or purchase in groups of six when possible) and help restock our pantry! 
You can deposit them in the bin marked òF.I.T.ó right beside the church office, on Sunday or anytime 
during the week.  I deliver these once a month.  

 
Thanks for your h elp,  
Anita Little  

 
P.S.  If there is anyone who would enjoy sharing this with me, I would welcome some company! Itõs a very 

small monthly commitment and very easy, if you can drive and can walk a flight of stairs with a bag of 
groceries.  (831) 438 -2690  
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CROP Hunger Walk Set for Saturday , Oct ober  15
th

  

Registration Forms Available for Walkers  

 
The local CROP Hunger Walk is scheduled for Saturday morning, Oct ober  15 th , and walker 

registration forms are now available.   This is the second year that Aptos Community UMC is 
participating in the Pajaro Valley CROP Hunger Walk to support Church World Service and 
the Second Harvest Food Bank.  Last year our church raised the greatest amount of money 
from any organization.  Joe MacDonell and Anne and David Scott are representing ACUMC 

on the CROP Walk planning committee and coordinating our registration. CROP walk 
information and registration forms will be available each Sunday  and in the church office.   
 

You may participate in a CROP hunger walk in a variety of ways:  
by collecting pledges and walking,  
by pledging money to a walker,  
by praying for the success of the walk.   

 
The Pajaro  CROP Hunger Walk has two purposes:  (1) To raise awareness about people 
around the world who must walk to find food, water, firewood, freedom and other necessities 
of life; and (2) To raise money to help stop hunger wherever it exists.  

 
Carpools of walker s will leave ACMUC at 8:30 AM.  The CROP walk will begin and end at the 
Second Harvest Food Bank and will be three and a half miles in length.  Registration will be 

at 9:00 AM, and the walk will begin at 9:30 AM.  You may participate as an individual or as  a 
family.  The entire walk will be three and a half miles, but you may walk only as far as you 
are able.   There will be cars following the walkers to pick up people when they are tired.  
 

The goal for each walker is to raise $150 in pledges.  Pledges may be in any amount.   
Seventy -five per cent of the money raised will go to Church World Service programs around 
the world to provide food and water. Twenty five per cent of the money raised will be given to 

the Second Harvest Food Bank in Watsonville to prov ide food for local people in need.  
 

Come join us to combat hunger.  Walk, pledge, pray  
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The sun is shining and the bees are buzzing around the church courtyard.  Are they busy gathering 

nectar from our beautiful flowers? NO! They are buzzing about our fourth annual Bee There Sunday! 
September 18 th  is the date and there are lots of things planned to make that day special. It will bee 
the official kick -off day for our fall season. Vacation time is over, school is back in session, your tan 

is fading and itõs time to come on back to church and reconnect with all your friends.  
  
There will bee special music from the Choir and the Bells, regular Sunday School  and Youth Group 

are starting, and Pastor Pam has an inspiring sermon planned on the importance of bee -ing in 
community. Just like the bees in the hive, we need each other and support each other.  
  

And what else is important to all of us? Thatõs right....FOOD! After Worship  the Congregational Life 
and Worship Teams will bee providing a Bar -Bee-Que in the courtyard and you are all invited. Weõll 
have the hot dogs, buns, chili and drinks ready. You bring the salads and desserts.  

  
So mark the date on your c alendar and wear your best yellow and black. Bee not afraid! Bee joyful! 
Bee there or bee square. Walk, drive or fly...we bee -lieve youõll bee glad you did! 

 

BEE THERE SUNDAY, IV  

SEPTEMBER 18
th

  

ARTISANõS FAIRE 

November 11
th

 & 12th  

 
The Ninth Annual Artisansõ Faire will be November  11 th  & 12 th . People are already identifying items for 
the Silent Auction. Please contact your favorite restaurant, beautician, massage therapist or store to 

see if they would be kind enough to make a donation to our event.  Check for excellent items in your 
home that  you no longer use, but would be perfect in someoneõs home (please, no white elephant 
items!).  

 
Also please set the dates aside to plan to volunteer for 2 -3 hours. We will need help in set -up, tear -
down, serving delicious food in the Bistro and playing hos t to our wonderful artisans.  

 
Most of all put the dates on your calendar and plan to be with us. Think about your neighbors and 
anyone else that might enjoy attending a lovely event. If you have questions (or ideas!) please contact 

me at 662 -8908.  
 

Clyde V aughn, Chair  

 

TWO MORE IMPORTANT 

EVENTS TO REMEMBER ! 



6 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

DISCIPLE BIBLE STUDY  

 
Disciple Bible Study continues this year with Disciple Online ð online -accessible study groups that 

will walk through the 34 week study, Becoming Disciples through Bible Study commonly known 
as DISCIPLE I. The study online will consist of Bible study, group work done together on a 
threaded discussion board available to you at your convenience, and group work done together 

during one set time -slot which is listed for each g roup. Group members must be willing to 
covenant to participate faithfully over the course of the study together in order for the group to be 
meaningful for all involved. All work is done on your own except for the 1+1/2 hour live meeting, 

so you must be av ailable during the group's appointed live weekly meeting time.  
 
Requirements: High speed internet access, a Disciple Bible Study student manual, a microphone 

and earphones or headset, and an adventurous spirit  and desire to study the Bible with others in 
a new way! An enrollment fee for all Disciple Online courses of $30 per person covers the use of 
the online software and technical support.  

 
Questions?   Please email Lisa at beadisciple@sckans.edu and ask before enrolling.  More 

information about Disciple Online is available at www.beadisciple.com/discipleonline.  

 

 

UNITED METHODISM 101  

 

òUnited Methodism 101ó is a free, basic online course designed for new United Methodists and 
anyone wanting to know more about the denomination.  Each of the four modules contains 
interactive features and takes about one hour to complete at the participant 's leisure.  

The course begins the first Wednesday of alternating months from February through December, 
and each session is open to pre -registered participants for six weeks. The last course for 2011 runs 

from October 5 th  to November 16 th .  Upon successfu l completion, learners are awarded  
.4 SACEM CEU.  
 

How to register:  Pre -registration is required to participate in this course, and no participants will 
be admitted once the course begins. If you are familiar with registering or purchasing on line, 
Google or search for United Methodism 101.  When you find that page, select the "Pre -register for 

this session" link under the course dates. Follow the remaining steps to register.  If you'd like to 
take the course, but are unfamiliar with how to register on lin e, call Pastor Pam and she'll help 
out!  

 

EDUCATIONAL  

   OPPORTUNITIES!  
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SUNDAY M ORNING ADULT STUDY  

 
REAL FOLLOWERS: BEYOND VIRTUAL CHRISTIANITY  by  Michael 

Slaughter  
 
Beginning August 28 th  , our Sunday morning Adult Study group will be reading and 
discussing REAL FOLLOWERS;  BEYOND VIRTUAL CHRISTIANITY by Michael 
Slaughter.  The publisher's description of the book is as follows:  "Many Christians, 

disillusioned with lives of spiritual medio crity that have been dampened by todayõs 
rampant materialism and cafeteria spirituality, are asking the same question: òWhere 
is the substance that can move our church beyond ho -hum Christianity?ó Todayõs 

public fascination with angels, New Age spiritualit y, and the paranormal is likewise 
spurring Christõs followers to look for greater and deeper life transformation through 
their faith. Real Followers: Beyond Virtual Christianity  shows how an ordinary church 

can be transformed into a radical community ña fel lowship of everyday people who 
began looking for meaning and searching for authenticity. Michael Slaughter 
describes a movement that is òhooked in various generations, from buster to boomer 

to builder."  
 

 

PLANNING YOUR OWN MEMORIAL  

 

Few of us want to think much about dying.  Yet, it is unfair to family and loved ones 
not to do at least some of the planning necessary for finalizing your affairs and helping 

them  to honor your memory.  Pastor Pam tells of two separate occasions where 
bereaved families arrived in her office after the passing of a beloved one - -each with 
information about hymns and scripture, poems and even a letter that the departed 

had asked to be  used in their memorial service.  What a relief for those families!   You 
may think your family knows what to say and what to sing in these poignant times, 
but the majority of mourners show up at the pastor's office without any idea, and with 

barely the wh erewithal to even think about it.  SO, you could do a great favor for those 
you love by doing some planning ahead!  And, maybe you'd like some help and 

support?  
 
On the mornings of Saturday, September 7 th  and September 21 st, Anne Scott will offer 

a worksho p on planning your own memorial.  What history would you like (or not like) 
told about you?  What hymns would you like sung?   Do you want the 23 rd  Psalm 
read, or polka music (yes, both have been used!)?   Anne will offer a time of thoughtful 

discussion ab out such matters with you.  (Other "final" matters will also be 
discussed.)  Join her at the church on these two Wednesdays from 10 a.m. to Noon.  
Please let the office know whether you're coming, and please plan on attending both 

sessions.   
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SOME òBIG NOTESó 

FROM THE MUSIC DEPTé 

Our ònew babyó is in the sanctuary and she is a beauty ð in 
fact, sheõs GRAND! 

She is a fine replacement for our worn -out worship piano and came to 

us at a fabulous bargain price.   Memorial funds will be used to pay for 
some of the piano, and we have set up a piano fund to raise the 
remainder.   If you would like to make a donation, p lease just mark 

òpiano fundó on your check and put it in the offering.   You can also 
make your gift in honor or memory of someone ð to be named on our 

piano dedication Sunday.  

 

We have another ònew arrivaló coming on September 18th !   A new accompanist!  

Holly and Kathleen are leaving their positions to pursue other personal life goals right now, but 
they will still be in town and around church ð Holly still leading our bell choir and Kathleen 
teaching piano lessons and subbing from time to ti me.   We will be celebrating all their gifts these 

many years in worship sometime in October é and lucky for us, weõll have a new òold timeró 
taking over!   We will be welcoming back Daniel Goldsmith, who played for us back in 2004 -2006, 
as a high school jun ior and senior!    Daniel has gotten his piano performance degree from UOP 

nowé and has done lots of accompanying for choral groups and solo playing in college and in our 
community, most recently with Cabrillo Stage.    His first Sunday with us will be Septe mber 18 th , 
and we all are very excited to have him back.  

 

 

NEW PICTORIAL DIRECTORY  

 COMING THIS FALL!  

 
We want to have everyoneõs smiling face in our new church directory, so please be sure to sign 

up at the table outside on Sundays to get your pi cture taken!  J 
 

Photo shoots will be Thursday & Friday, Sept 22 nd  and 23 rd  from 2:00 PM to 9:00 PM,  
And Saturday, Sept 24 th  from 9:30 AM to 5:00 PM.  
 

The sittings are free, you can dress as casually or formally as you want, and the photos you 
purchase will all be ready in plenty of time for holiday cards and gifts!  
One more bonuséeveryone gets a $25 coupon toward picture purchase at the time of your 

sitting!  
 
Ready? é Set? é SMILE! 
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A great big thank -you to 

everyone who helped on the yard 

sale.  

That includes the people who donated 

items, who picked up the furniture, who 
sorted and set up in the week before the 
sale, who put out the signs and then 

collected them, who worked that 
Saturday, and who cleaned up after the 
sale.  And it also includes all those 

people who came and bought items.  Our 
preliminary sales total is over $2,000 and 
our only expenses are $29 for a Sentinel 

ad.  Special thanks must go to Erik and 
Sandra Hoppe of Sunset Nursery, 
wholesale florists who donated 115 

plants.  These plant s brought in over 
$500!   And special thanks also to Roger 
Houston who picked up furniture for two 

days and then stayed in his camper in 
the parking lot on Friday night.  

All items not sold Saturday were donated 
to Hope Services, an agency dedicated to 
prov iding training and support for adults 

with developmental disabilities.  The 
items will now go on sale in a Hope thrift 
store.  

Thank you all!  

Pam Fine and Anne Scott, Co -Chairs  

Join the  ACUMC Team and Compete in the  

Trivia Challenge Competition Fri day , Sept ember  23
rd

  

 
Is your mind filled with trivia?  Do you know the Jeopardy answers?  Can you rattle off responses to 

sports, movie, geography or history questions?  If so, would you volunteer to be on a three person 
Aptos Community UMC trivia team?   
 

The Literacy Program , a charitable organization under the Volunteer Center of Santa Cruz County, is 
sponsoring its 3 rd  annual Trivia Challenge Competition Friday, Sept ember  23 rd  , 6:30  PM a t the Santa 
Cruz Civic Auditorium.  Three -person teams from companies, civic groups, ch urches and individuals 

are invited to come and compete.  Master of Ceremonies will be Dale Julin from KSBW TV.  
Registration is $300 per team, and the AC UMC registration fee already has been donated.  Now all we 
need are three trivia buffs to represent our  church.  If you might be interested in competing, please 

talk to Anne Scott, 688 -8709.  
 
Spectators are invited to come and cheer on participants.  Each person competing may bring a 

supporter for free.  Spectator tickets are $15, and Anne will have tickets  available for purchase.  Live 
music and hors dõoeuvres will be provided.  All proceeds from the event are used to support the 
Literacy Program.  This program provides free English language tutoring services to adults in Santa 

Cruz County.  There are curre ntly 130 tutors, 212 students, and a waiting list of 63 students.  Two 
part -time staff members provide ongoing administrative support.  Due to budget cuts, the program is 
raising funds so that its services can be continued.  The Trivia Challenge Competitio n is a way to 

provide support for a local mission outreach while having fun and promoting Aptos Community UMC.  
Come join us as a team member or as a spectator rooting our team on.    
 

Hi to all my  

ACUMC friends!  

  
A great  big thanks to all for 

remembering me with the lovely 

cards and notes and such 
thoughtful sentiments.  You all 
were so kind and it helped to 

cheer me knowing you were 
thinking of me.  I especially 

enjoyed the darling picture of 

Jillian and baby Lily as wel l as all 
the sweet notes from so many.  I 

really miss you all and hope to see 

you one day soon.  
 

Bless you all with my love and 
thank you for your kindness and 
faithfulness.  I love reading the 

church news in the Tide.  
 

Marilyn Corsettto   

(916) 983 -9993  

9 
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Book Club Plans  

 

 

 

 
 
 

September 19 th   
òOur Lady of the Forestó 

By 
David Guterson  

  Hostess: Sue Sampson  
Win Cox will lead the discussion  

  

 
The ACUMC Book Club meets at 2:00 PM on 
the third Monday of every month. Anyone is 

welcome to attend. Please contact Laurel 
Blaney (477 -7550) for more information.  

 

              September  

           Anniversaries  

 
 2 Lorrie & Wally Ingram  

 Georgia & Charlie Mackh  
 7 Jane & Steve Green  
 8 Teresa & Skip Fehr  

 Connie & Bill Moore  
18 Susan Cooper & Lan Dyson  
30 Michele & Dan Rossi  
 
 

 2 Jean Beebe  
 4 Cindy Jackson  
 Elsie Staley  

 5 Spencer Cook  
 6 Sara Rossi  
 7 Fern Lindahl  
 8 Andy Lewis  

 9 Caroline Carney  
11 Mary Ellen Rusch  
13 Linda Theiring  

 Jim Williamson  
14 Jim Hillgren  
15 Tom Adams  
 Wally Ingram  

16 Jonathan Treffkorn  
20 Zackary Jot  
22 Lorrie Ingram  

 

25  Jan Jackson  
26 Marty Nichols  
 Riley Nichols  

30 Judy Cottingham  
 Bill Fennell  
 

September Birthdays  

U MM FALL PROGRAMS  

  Aptos Men and Women ,  

               PLEASE JOIN US !!  

 
This year UMM will focus several 

programs on the broad topic of 'global 
and loca l water issuesõ, starting with 
a great speaker for our breakfast 

meeting on Saturday September 
24 th .   Mary Bannister, the General 
Manager of the Pajaro Valley Water 

Management Agency will join us to 
discuss water resource management, 
overdraft, salt water intrusion, 

impacts on growth and agriculture in 
our area.  This will be an excellent 
discussion, open to all in the church. 

In October (date to be determined), 
we will schedule a church -wide 
opportunity to hear Becky Perry, our 

Volunteer in Mission distric t 
coordinator, who is currently in 
Africa on her second VIM trip.   Our 

November meeting --on the  19 th --will 
return to a discussion on global water 
issues, highlighting what various 

organizations, including UMCOR,  are 
doing to help.  Please plan to join us 
for t hese interesting 

programs!    Watch the church 
bulletin for meeting 

announcements.    Questions ---  call 
Steve Green 728 3858.  


