
    

IN THE MERRY MONTH OF MAY…………….IN THE MERRY MONTH OF MAY…………….IN THE MERRY MONTH OF MAY…………….IN THE MERRY MONTH OF MAY…………….    
 

Sunday May 4th   

MAY DAY CELEBRATION 
A marvelous May Day worship service with magical May Day music 
courtesy of the Bells of Springtime Joy, the traditional May Day 
accoutrements courtesy of your worship team, and an All Church 
Potluck following the service courtesy of your Congregational Life team. 
Dust off your ribbons, braid a fresh flower wreath, and bring a potluck 
dish to share; this will be a fun and festive day for all.  

 
Sunday, May 11th 

MOTHER’S DAY & PENTECOST 
A special day to honor our moms. The sanctuary choir will present 
“You are the Song” a suite of special anthems and readings, the kid’s 
bell choir will be performing M-O-T-H-E-R with a special guest 
vocalist. And don’t forget to wear red to celebrate Pentecost.  

 
Sunday, May 18th 

A RETURN OF OUR ANNUAL “GRUBBY SUNDAY” 
Join us at 9am for an hour of spiffing up our campus. We’ll have a list 
of chores that have been deferred for far too long, something for 
everyone small or tall. Come in your comfortable cleaning clothes and 
forgo that fancy suit and tie you normally wear. We’ll have tasty snacks 
and plenty of coffee for you once everything is shiny and clean. Please 
make an effort to pitch in, this is God’s house, and we are his hands, so 
it is all of our responsibility to polish our beautiful campus.  

 
Sunday, May 25th 

MEMORIAL DAY 

A day to honor those who fought for the freedoms we enjoy. A day to 
enjoy the freedom to work in our gardens and bask in the sunshine and 
maybe even invite family over for a bbq, ever mindful of the sacrifice of 
those who came before us. 
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Ebb and Flow from Pastor Dave  

 

 

 
Ah, May…when usually, I write about birds 
and flowers and the ebullient outpouring of 
lush beneficence that we call Spring.  Not 
this time, though…this May, I write about 
people and boxes and the outpouring of 
lush beneficence that we call “Having Just 
Moved”. 
 
This ‘outpouring of lush beneficence’ is not 
some indulgent new program for those with 
alcohol abuse problems, but rather refers 
to the care, sweat, love, and help that 
flowed from many friends and members of 
this church during the recent relocation of 
my family to a new home.  Like climbing 
the hill behind the church, moving was a 
breathtaking experience in every sense. 
 
And now, with much unpacked and order 
taking shape out of chaos (pray for 
Carolyn, please), it is important to give 
credit where credit is due, and praise 
people by name…here is, to the best of my 
foggy-brained recollection, this spring’s A –
team: 
 
A lot of the moving of the big, awkward 
stuff was accomplished before the official 
moving day – Roger and Keri Swenson, 
Roger Houston, Carolyn’s buddy Karen 
Philippi, Darin Dailey, and Chet Martin 
all gave much effort and time to get the 
larger blocks in place.  To these, I am 
inexpressibly grateful. 
 
Then came the moving day itself – April 5th, 
a lovely Saturday – when Joe and Lee 
MacDonell, Steve and Jane Green, 
Marsha Burns, Nancy Moody, Rich Hart, 
David Aaron, Debbie Eaton, and Ken 
Cook all put their backs and knees at risk 
for the good of the cause.  In the most  

literal sense, we could not have done it 
without them! 
 
Anita Swanson did a brilliant job with 
cleaning the former parsonage after it was 
emptied out by the previously listed crowd.  
New friend Hazel Smith, Nancy Moody, 
and Marsha Burns all provided 
housewarming food, home baked bread, 
and flowers.  These four strong women 
made everything substantially easier. 
 
Did I mention that most of the moving was 
up steep stairs, both in leaving the former 
place and in unloading at the new house?   
We were all a little sore, and every aching 
muscle calls for my family’s heartfelt 
gratitude. 
 
So now we are mostly installed at Villa 
Vallelunga (when you see it, you will 
understand) and are excited to be living in 
such a big, bright, beautiful home.  
Daughter Mindy Jett is adapting well, as 
is Carolyn’s grand-pug, Stella.  As soon as 
we are ready, and after getting permission 
from the neighborhood association, we will 
have a grand Open House at 134 Via 
Lantana…and this time, you can stay more 
than 20 minutes if you like – there is 
plenty of room for everybody. 
 
THANKSTHANKSTHANKSTHANKSTHANKS 
 
Pastor Dave, Carolyn, Mindy, and  

Stella the Pug   
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A MESSAGE FROM 
OUR YOUTH LEADER 

 
Hello everyone from the Aptos UMC.  The Youth Group has done 
more than survive these past 5 months, it has flourished.  Since 
my arrival in December, I have been blessed to get to know all its 
members and their parents as well as the many people of this great 
church.  You have all made my transition very welcoming.   
 
So far the Youth Group has traveled to the beach, went  indoor 
rock climbing, gone frisbee golfing, helped at the Food Sort and ran 
two very successful Youth Cafes.  The kids raised over $500 in 
donations with a profit of around $250.   
 
Just this last weekend, I attended a Youth Group Seminar in 
Foresthill, California near Auburn.  The purpose was to create a 
stronger network of youth group leaders within the many United 
Methodist churches throughout our Annual Conference.  We also 
discussed new ways of improving Youth Group programs to attract 
more kids and keep them involved.   In short, the meeting was very 
helpful and I got to know so many wonderful people who love 
working with kids.   
 
This weekend we will be outsourcing to the Los Gatos UMC,  then 
touring the malls at Valley Fair and Santana Row in Santa Clara.  
Next weekend I plan on having all the kids attend a mass at the 
Greek Orthodox Church in Santa Cruz (it is Orthodox Easter there) 
, and then eat out at a local Greek restaurant like Vasilis.  To 
finish off the season we will most likely end with a trip to Great 
America and host a bonfire for local United Methodist youth 
groups within the San Jose and Bay Area districts.   

Until then, thank you so much for welcoming me as your Youth 
Group Leader and I look forward to having another fun filled 
season with these outstanding kids. 

Ivan Schierling 

 
 

 

Are you graduating this Spring?  Please 
contact Deb Aaron at 

debaaron2@hotmail.com or 684-1495 to have 

your name included in the June 2008 Tide! 
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Meet Your Neighbor 
By Joyce Pearce 
There is nothing quite as exciting as a being 
seven year old and on your way to your very 
first swim lesson. My daughter, Marion, wore 
a brand new swim suit and was feeling super 
special. I was taking her to her first lesson at 
Los Gatos Swim School. The school opened 
in 1963 as part of the Los Gatos Golf Club. 
This was where I met Linda and her dog 
Primo for the first time.  
 
Linda Theiring was born Linda Lou Kuenzli 
in Reno, Nevada on September 13, 1940. 
Linda went to elementary and junior high 
schools in Reno.  She then attended Santa 
Catalina School for Girls in Monterey, 
California, and later moved back to Reno to 
complete high school. Linda finished her 
education at University of Oregon, earning a 
B.A. in Health and Physical Education.  
Following graduation, Linda took a summer 
break to tour Europe. 
 
After her trek through Europe, Linda found 
employment as Social Director at Castilleja 
School for Girls in Palo Alto, California. It 
was during this time that Linda met her 
future husband, Jim, while practicing for a 
synchronized swimming event. She 
completely forgot about the swimming event 
and started dating Jim. The couple married 
in December of 1965. Jim was teaching 
physical education at Pioneer High School at 
the same time he and Linda were running 
the Los Gatos Swim School. 
 
It was about this time that my daughter 
started her swim lessons. Jim and Linda had 
an unusual partner who helped teach the 
children to become comfortable in the water. 
He was a black Labrador retriever named 
Primo. Much to the children’s delight, Primo 
would jump into the pool and swim to the 
other side, showing off his dog paddle. 
During one of these lessons, I mentioned to 
Linda that Glenn that I recently bought a 
little beach house in Aptos. At the time we 
were renting the house during the summer. 

Linda, Jim, and Linda’s mother Marilou 
decided to rent the house for a weekend. The 
family felt very comfortable in the house and 
with its location.  As a result of their stay, 
Jim and Linda moved to Aptos, and a year 
later Linda’s mom also made the move. 
 
In June of 1976, Linda and Jim opened 
Almaden Valley Athletic Club (AVAC) in San 
Jose, the first all inclusive club.  No other 
club had ever offered swimming, fitness, 
racket ball and tennis all located in one 
facility. 
 
In 1996, Jim and Linda opened “Bamboola,” 
a wonderland of exciting experiences for 
young children. They combined educational 
learning centers with physical climbing 
structures and an area in the center where 
parents could sit and keep an eye on their 
“Bamboolazers.”   
 
In 2004, Jim and Linda retired from AVAC 
and two years later sold Bamboola which 
changed its name to “The Jungle.” 
 
Jim and Linda are not content to retire to 
their rocking chairs however. As tri-athletes 
who have competed in the Hawaiian Iron 
Man, they remain physically active by 
swimming, running and biking. Linda likes 
cooking, and tries to entice Jim into helping 
her in the kitchen. Jim prefers to work in the 
garden, and would like to get Linda to join 
him in the yard with their two kitties, Luca 
and Wanda.  Linda also enjoys reading books 
of all kinds (except scary ones), movies and 
going out to dinner. Two of her favorite 
restaurants being “The Sparrow” in Aptos 
and “Theo’s” in Soquel. 
 
Linda was raised in the Methodist church. 
When her mom Marilou started coming to 
Aptos U.M.C., it was only natural that Linda 
and Jim would follow her lead. We are so 
happy that they are a part of our 
congregation. Welcome Theiring’s. 
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May BirthdaysMay BirthdaysMay BirthdaysMay Birthdays    
1 Jenna Kaysen 
3 Susan Baird 
 Connie Moore 
4 Jenny Lewis 
5 Sharon Beach 
 Kathleen Cook 
 Zane Ota 
6 Abby Lewis 
7 Craig Wright 
9 Erin Bagley 
10 Ellie Gilbert 
 Peggy Roll 
13 Molly Hucklebridge 
14 Ginny Clifford 
 Deb Huffman 
15 Galen Dailey 
16 Kathleen Hoaglund 
17 Clyde Vaughn 
18 Sydney Ota 
21 Colleen Clark 
 Velma Greyell 
22 Alison Ota 
 Douglas Sampson 
 Kate Sutherland 
23 Maya Harvey 
 Lee MacDonell 
24 Ann Seibert 
 Katie Showalter 
26 Dylan McKenna 
27 John Green 
 Mark Hucklebridge 
 Sid Jackson 
 Joyce Quinn 
30 Shay Astor 
 Jay Corsetto 
 Tery Garguilo 
 Paul Moody 
31 Brian Beach 
 Dan Rossi 

May AnniversariesMay AnniversariesMay AnniversariesMay Anniversaries    
14 David & Carolyn  

Vallelunga 
15 Joe & Lee MacDonell 
17 John & Tery Gargiulo 

 
 
 
 
 

    
Special Special Special Special MeMeMeMeetingsetingsetingsetings        

& Events& Events& Events& Events    
    
UMW MeetingUMW MeetingUMW MeetingUMW Meeting    
Thursday, May 1, 11:00AM 

    
Choir PracticeChoir PracticeChoir PracticeChoir Practice    
Thursday, May 1,  
7:00 – 9:00PM 
    
Worship Team Worship Team Worship Team Worship Team MMMMeeting eeting eeting eeting     
and and and and LLLLunchunchunchunch    
Friday, May 2, 11:00AM 

  
PACTPACTPACTPACT    
Monday, May 5, 10:30AM 

 
 Choir Choir Choir Choir PPPPracticeracticeracticeractice    
 Thursday, May 8,  

7:00 – 9:00PM 
 

Worship Team Planning Worship Team Planning Worship Team Planning Worship Team Planning 
MeetingMeetingMeetingMeeting    

 Monday, May 12, 10:30AM 
 
 TrusteesTrusteesTrusteesTrustees    
 Tuesday, May 13, 5:30PM 

    
Men’s QuartetMen’s QuartetMen’s QuartetMen’s Quartet    
Tuesday, May 13, 7:00PM 

    
PSPRPSPRPSPRPSPR    

 Thursday, May 15, 7:00PM 

    
Grubby SundayGrubby SundayGrubby SundayGrubby Sunday    

 Sunday, May 18 
 

    
    
    

    
    

PPPPACTACTACTACT    
 Monday, May 19, 10:30AM 
 
 Finance TeamFinance TeamFinance TeamFinance Team    
 Wednesday, May 21, 6:30PM 
 
 MenMenMenMen’s Quartet’s Quartet’s Quartet’s Quartet    
 Wednesday, May 21, 7:00PM 
 
 June Tide DeadlineJune Tide DeadlineJune Tide DeadlineJune Tide Deadline    
 Thursday, May 22 
 
 Memorial Day Memorial Day Memorial Day Memorial Day ––––    OfficesOfficesOfficesOffices    

CCCClosedlosedlosedlosed    
 Monday, May 26 
 
 Men’s QuartetMen’s QuartetMen’s QuartetMen’s Quartet    
 Tuesday, May 27, 7:00PM 
  
 Administrative CouncilAdministrative CouncilAdministrative CouncilAdministrative Council    
 Tuesday, May 28, 7:00PM 
 
 Church and Society TeamChurch and Society TeamChurch and Society TeamChurch and Society Team    
 Wednesday, May 29, 7:00PM 

    
    
Weekly MeetingsWeekly MeetingsWeekly MeetingsWeekly Meetings    
    
Alive NowAlive NowAlive NowAlive Now    
Tuesday’s (May 6, 13, 20, 27) 
10:00AM 
 

Bell ChoirBell ChoirBell ChoirBell Choir    
Wednesday’s (May 7, 14, 21, 28) 
5:00PM 

    

CalendarCalendarCalendarCalendar    
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Worship in AprilWorship in AprilWorship in AprilWorship in April    
 

Sunday,  May 4Sunday,  May 4Sunday,  May 4Sunday,  May 4thththth    

MAY DAY!MAY DAY!MAY DAY!MAY DAY!   
Our festive worship today will include traditional May Day music, great singing, exuberant 
offerings from our Bell Choir, and the message “Final Instructions before Lift-Off” from Luke 24.  
Communion will be served – OUTDOORS! – and we will enjoy and All Church Potluck lunch 
following the service. A special offering to benefit the New Horizons School will be taken. 

 

            Sunday, May 11Sunday, May 11Sunday, May 11Sunday, May 11thththth    
            MOTHER’S DAY/PENTECOST!MOTHER’S DAY/PENTECOST!MOTHER’S DAY/PENTECOST!MOTHER’S DAY/PENTECOST!   
Come celebrate Mom with lovely music, preaching from 1 Corinthians 12, and the sermon           
“Multitasking”. The choir will present a special suite of anthems, and there is at least one more    
surprise…please wear red for Pentecost if you are so inclined. 

 

Sunday, May 18Sunday, May 18Sunday, May 18Sunday, May 18thththth    
GRUBBY SUNDAY/TRINITY SUNDAYGRUBBY SUNDAY/TRINITY SUNDAYGRUBBY SUNDAY/TRINITY SUNDAYGRUBBY SUNDAY/TRINITY SUNDAY   

Some of us will gather before worship at 9am to do a variety of small tasks around the 
campus.  Then, grubby but happy, we will enjoy great singing, Celtic harp music, and 
an inspirational sermon called “Towards a Working Utopia”.   
 

Sunday, May 25Sunday, May 25Sunday, May 25Sunday, May 25thththth    
MEMORIAL SUNDAY!MEMORIAL SUNDAY!MEMORIAL SUNDAY!MEMORIAL SUNDAY!   
We will remember and honor our soldiers, past and present; hear Matthew 6. 24-34 
again, and enjoy the message, “If You Must…”.   A lovely service for a profound day. 

 
 

  

Book Club Plans 
 
May 19:  
 Under the Banner of Heaven 

  by Jon Krakauer 
 Meets at the home of Susan Weeks 
  
June 16: 
 No Great Mischief  

          by Alistair MacLeod. 
Meets at the home of Lee MacDonell  

  
The Aptos UMC Book Club meets at 2:00 PM 
on the third Monday of every month.  Any 
one is welcome to attend.  Please contact 
Susan Weeks for more information. 

Many thanks to the Aptos 

UMC for the thoughtful 

messages of condolence in 

the passing of my sister 

Margaret. 

 

With love and appreciation, 

 Pat Green 
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The Power of PrayerThe Power of PrayerThe Power of PrayerThe Power of Prayer    
 

Please keep in your prayers this month:  

 

Marilyn Corsetto; Jack Sampson; Pat Nofrey’s daughter Leslie; Joan Anderson; 
Netha Thacker’s parents Derrel and Ruth Houdashelt; Carol Frazier’s brother-in-
law Bob; Dan Weeks’ sister Rachel; Peggy Roll; Erica Wood Ganz; Betty Nuss’ 
daughter Nancy; Clyde Vaughn’s mom Anna; and Holly Ota’s friend Trisha 
McGuire. 

 

The Prayer Chain is an important part of our ministry, whose members pray for those 
in need throughout the week. If you would like to add a name to the list or to join this 
quiet yet powerful ministry, please contact the Church Office, 688-2210. 

 

The The The The TideTideTideTide    
 
The Tide is published monthly by Aptos Community United Methodist Church.  
Aptos Community UMC is an inclusive community that welcomes and encourages 
full participation of all persons, regardless of race, culture, age, economic 
circumstance, sexual orientation, gender identity, or physical/mental abilities.  
We affirm our denomination’s motto – Open Hearts, Open Minds, Open Doors. 
 
The Church Office is open Monday through Friday from 9:00 AM to 1:00 PM.  
Pastor Dave is in the office Monday through Thursday. (Friday is his day off.) 
 

Church StaffChurch StaffChurch StaffChurch Staff    
The Reverend Dave Vallelunga  DeAnne Hart, Lay Leader  

Pastor      E-mail:hartbeat@huges.net 

E-mail:pastor@aptosumc.org   Phone: 684-1079 

Phone: 688-2210       

       Ministers in Residence:  Robert Blaney, 

Jana Daley    John L. Dodson, Sandra Hammet, 

Administrative Assistant   Pharis Harvey, Clyde Vaughn 

E-mail:office@aptosumc.org      

Phone: 688-2210    Deb Aaron, Interim Tide Editor 

       E-mail:debaaron2@hotmail.com 

Susie Lewis     Phone: 684-1495 

Music Director       

E-mail:music@aptosumc.org   Joyce Pearce, Tide Reporter 

Phone: 336-2150    E-mail:Tessie2@cruzio.com 

       Phone: 688-7588 
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Sunday Worship at 10:30 AM 
Church School at 10:30 AM 

Child Care Available 10:15 – 11:45 AM 

221 Thunderbird Drive, Aptos, CA  
95003 
Phone: (831) 688-2210 
www.aptosumc.org 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

“The Church Worth Finding” 

If I live in a house of spotless beauty with everything in its place, 
but have not love, I am a housekeeper--not a homemaker.  If I 
have time for waxing, polishing, and decorative achievements, but 
have not love, my children learn cleanliness - not godliness.  Love 
leaves the dust in search of a child's laugh. Love smiles at the tiny 
fingerprints on a newly cleaned window.  Love wipes away the 
tears before it wipes up the spilled milk. Love picks up the child 
before it picks up the toys.  Love is present through the trials. Love 
reprimands, reproves, and is responsive. Love crawls with the 
baby, walks with the toddler, runs with the child, then stands 
aside to let the youth walk into adulthood.  Love is the key that 
opens the message of God’s holy wholeness to a child's heart.  
Before I became a mother I took glory in my house of perfection. 
Now I glory in God's perfection of my child. As a mother, there is 
much I must teach my child, but the greatest of all is love. 
 
~~ from Pastor Dave’s Mother’s Day 2007 Sermon 


