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L to R: Pat Files, Jennifer Moon, Cailan Darling

“Christ is risen! He is risen indeed!”
Greetings Church Family,
Happy Easter! Our first in-person Easter service since before pandemic restrictions was a wonderful
experience. We welcomed new members, enjoyed beautiful performances by our Bell Choir, and delighted in
the joy of worshipping together as a community of faith.
In our tradition Easter isn’t just a single day, it marks the beginning of a season. Easter is more than just an
extended celebration of the resurrection of Jesus. This season gives us time to rejoice and experience what it
means when we say Christ is risen. It’s the season when we remember our baptisms and how through this
sacrament we are, according to the liturgy, “incorporated into Christ’s mighty acts of salvation.” As “Easter
people,” we also celebrate and ponder the birth of the Church and gifts of the Spirit (Pentecost), and how we
are to live as faithful disciples of Christ.
Over the next fifty days we will celebrate life and rebirth in all its forms. In Jesus’ resurrection we see victory
over the grave and hope in life after death. However our joy rests not only in this future hope, but also in our
present reality. We celebrate life before death, as beloved children of God and witnesses to God’s grace and
love.
As we move forward through this Easter season, I pray that you experience joy and life through our Lord Jesus
Christ.
Ephesians 2:4-5 However, God is rich in mercy. He brought us to life with Christ while we were dead
as a result of those things that we did wrong. He did this because of the great love that he has for us.
You are saved by God’s grace! (CEB)
Grace and Peace be with you all,
Pastor Gabe
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Join us for in-person worship in our Sanctuary every Sunday at 10 AM.

Sunday worship continues to be offered live on Zoom.
https://zoom.us/j/95070443590?pwd=SE5BdW5CbGpFNXkzbGlsc1V1enQ3UT09

Video recordings of worship are available on our website under the ‘Worship Library’ tab.

Missions
For I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me drink,
I was a stranger and you welcomed me. Matthew 25:35
There are a couple of great opportunities for mission work during the month
of May. First off, we will be sending a team of 15 people to the Second Harvest
Food Bank on May 7, from 8 AM to Noon. The Aptos UMC work party is being
coordinated by Mike Sampson of the Church & Society Committee in conjunction
with the Missions committee. Participants who have registered with Mike are asked
to report for duty at the Food Bank just before 8 AM. It is important to be on time.
Here are the guidelines from Second Harvest for how to dress:
•
•
•
•

All volunteers must sign in at the front desk and wear a nametag with first and last name printed clearly
and worn on the outer article of clothing.
If you are given a reflective safety vest as part of your orientation, we ask that you continue to wear it
throughout the day.
Closed-toe shoes are required in our warehouse. Volunteers (including chaperones) who do not wear
closed-toed shoes will not be permitted in the warehouse. Sandals and flip-flops are not permitted.
We are a Fragrance-Free work area: please do not wear strong scented perfumes/cologne, creams,
or lotions.

Waivers will need to be signed, which Mike will provide. The work does involve being on one's feet for the
duration of the project, and masks are encouraged. If you'd like to participate but have not yet registered,
please e-mail Mike at mikesamp@sbcglobal.net to see if there is still space available.
Meanwhile, the Missions team continues to prepare lunches for Habitat for Humanity
on the 5th Tuesday of the month. The next opportunity will be on May 31. We are in need
of people to contribute one or more of the following for the 12 lunches: sandwiches, chips,
cookies, fruit, water. If you're interested in helping out, please let Joyce Rodgers know
(e-mail below). Items are due at church by 11 AM on the 31st. The bag lunches are
assembled and taken to the site by 11:45 AM.
The Aptos UMC Missions team is continuing its ministries to seniors this month by hosting
the Aptos subgroup of Village Santa Cruz County on the first Wednesday of the month,
May 4, at 1:30 PM in the Fellowship Hall. Aptos UMC seniors who are interested in
participating in this group can learn more by visiting https://www.villagesantacruz.org/.
Wisdom is with the aged, and understanding in length of days. Job 12:12
Joyce Rodgers,
Missions Chair
joyceburtrodgers@comcast.net
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May Special Offering

Small Group Meetings

May 8 - Native American Ministries

Small Groups are open to anyone. If you
have questions about any of the groups,
please contact Pastor Gabe. The Upper
Room Group is now meeting on Wednesday
at 7 PM.
•

Blaney Group - Sunday at 11:15 AM

•

PACT - every other Monday at 10 AM
https://zoom.us/j/97895982359?
pwd=dURlM091ZXI4V2pLN3ByZkxwT1pHQT09

•

Alive Now - Tuesday at 10 AM

•

Upper Room - Wednesday at 7 PM
https://zoom.us/j/94925380499?
pwd=OGNpaHc4VmZ2OFhiczVML2M2ME5Ddz09

•

Scott Group - Friday at 10 AM

SPRC Update
"I know the plans I have for you," declares the Lord, "plans to prosper you and not to harm you,
plans to give you hope and a future." Jeremiah 29:11 (NIV)
The scripture listed above is from the Upper Room Daily Devotional on April 21, 2022. The title of this
devotion is “Trust in the Lord”. It spoke to me because this month your SPRC team has kept busy focusing on
preparing to hire a music director, and I have been trusting in the Lord to lead the right person to us. We wrote
a job announcement and employment application and had them uploaded to our church’s website. We have
encouraged everyone to let others know about this job opportunity. Once we have candidates we look forward
to interviewing them in order to choose the best one for our congregation.
When push comes to shove what we’re looking for is someone to continue our musical legacy. It is well known
in the District that Aptos UMC has a rich musical history. Who can carry that on? Who has the skills, time, and
temperament to work with us to develop programs that carry on the rich musical history that we have enjoyed
for so many years? Who has the time, talents, and temperament that will bring children into our church to sing
in choirs or perform special music for Easter, Christmas, and VBS? Who is a musician’s musician who can’t
stop him/herself from singing, playing instruments, and living out the joy of Christ’s love for us?
No matter what we’ve written these past few weeks, this is what we want. This is what we need. This is my
hope for our congregation.
Ruth Landmann, SPRC Chair
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The Association of Faith Communities in Santa Cruz
submitted by Bob Blaney and Joyce Rodgers

Last week the Santa Cruz Sentinel published this article: “Santa Cruz sets end date for Homeless Camp.” This
makes it more imperative than ever to take action to alleviate homelessness. Many of us are concerned about
homelessness in Santa Cruz. Our Missions Team in the past has participated in providing meals at St. John the
Baptist Episcopal church and has participated in the shower program, both of which were suspended because
of COVID.
However, how many of us are aware that our church is part of a coalition of over 40 faith communities in
Santa Cruz participating in the Association of Faith Communities? Its mission is "to relieve suffering
through interfaith action by offering shelter, meals, safe parking, fellowship and assistance, provided by staff
and congregational members, to our unhoused neighbors.” The Association of Faith Communities in Santa
Cruz, since 2012, has sponsored nightly transitional shelters for 20 participants at faith communities in Santa
Cruz and Aptos. The Shower Ministry provides a trailer that moves from congregational shelters and
unsanctioned camps providing showers for 160 people a week, including providing socks, clean underwear,
and toiletries. SPIN has distributed over 30,000 socks at area shelters and food pantries.
AFC needs cooks, towel throwers, servers, planners, fundraisers...
caring people to assist those without homes to a better life. Hundreds
of volunteers from faith communities prepare and serve meals
for North County Winter Shelter. The following Faith Communities
are participating in this effort:
Calvary Episcopal*
Center for Spiritual Living
Chadeish Yameinu*
Christ Lutheran Church
Community Covenant Church of Scotts Valley
Congregational Church of Soquel
Faith Community Church
Holy Cross Catholic*
Insight Santa Cruz*
La Selva Community Church
Mount Calvary Lutheran
Our Lady Star of the Sea Catholic
Peace United*
Quaker Meeting House
Regeneration Church
Resurrection Catholic Church*

Santa Cruz Church of Christ
Shrine of St. Joseph
St. Andrew's Presbyterian
St. Augustine Catholic
St. John's Episcopal*
St. Phillip’s Episcopal
St. Joseph's Catholic
St. Stephen's Lutheran*
The Prophet Elias Greek Orthodox
Trinity Presbyterian*
Twin Lakes Church
Unitarian Universalist Church
United Methodist of Aptos
United Methodist of Santa Cruz*
*Represented on the AFC Board

For more information about the Association of Faith Communities, go to https://www.afcsantacruz.org/.
The AFC is holding a gala celebrating 10 years of their efforts
to relieve suffering in Santa Cruz County. The event is Saturday
May 7 at 6 PM at Holy Cross Catholic Church, 170 High Street,
Santa Cruz. Tickets are $45 each or $1,000 per table of 10. Silent
and live auctions will be held. Tickets may be purchased on their
website.
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Online Giving is Available!
Online giving makes it easy to support our church and missions by providing the opportunity to make one time
gifts or set up recurring donations. Creating an account online is not necessary unless you would like to set up a
recurring payment or if you would like to save your payment information for future transactions. We also have the
ability to share any of our giving opportunities with friends and family via social media, text, and email.
Just go to www.aptosumc.org and click on the ‘GIVE NOW’ button.
Or, scan this code using your smartphone:
•
•

For iPhone (iOS 11 or later): Launch the Camera app, frame the QR code, and tap the
notification at the top of the screen.
For Android devices: You'll need to download a third-party app, such as QR Code
Reader.

If using a mobile device, please scroll down to find the desired fund (Pledge, Sunday Offering, Special Offering,
Memorials, etc.).
Don’t hesitate to contact Sandi in the church office (office@aptosumc.org or 831-688-2210) if you have any
questions or need assistance.
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Birthdays
1
3
4
5
9
12
13
14
16
17
18
20
22
23

27
30
31

Jenna Wafford
Connie Moore
Jenny Lewis
Kathleen Cook
Zane Ota
Burt Rodgers
Mykal Philbin
Molly Hucklebridge
Mike Proffitt
Barbara Coy-Bulicz
Kathleen Hoaglund
Clyde Vaughn
Sydney Ota
Amanda Favorite
Allison Ota
Doug Sampson
Kate Sutherland
Maya Harvey
Lee MacDonell
John Green
Mark Hucklebridge
Paul Moody
Dan Rossi

The family and friends of Lollie Starbuck on her death on April 4.
Condolences may be sent to
Susie Canton, 87 Jeanette Way, Watsonville CA 95076
A memorial service will be held in October.
Forrest Willcox Homebound: Jane Harvey, Rich and DeAnne
Hart, LaVern Radeleff, Ruth Nichols

In response to our desire for community, and in particular to
support those experiencing concerns, we invite you to join
our prayer team. To join the prayer team, email or call the church
office. You will receive a weekly email with prayer requests. To
submit a prayer request for the prayer team, email or call the
church office.

Anniversaries
15
19
23
25

Joe & Lee MacDonell
Jim & Carol Williamson
Jay & Bridget Parr
Barbara & Linda
Sizelove-Secola

May 18
The Invention of Wings by Sue Monk Kidd
The Aptos UMC Book Club meets at 1:30 PM on the third
Wednesday of every month in the Fellowship Hall. Anyone is
welcome to attend. For more information, please contact Barbara
Coy-Bulicz at 689-9772 or bcoybulicz@gmail.com.

COVID-19 Resources
For Santa Cruz County testing information, click HERE.
For Santa Cruz County vaccine information, click HERE.
To order free at home tests, click HERE or call 1-800-232-0233.
Second orders are now being accepted.
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Aptos Community United Methodist Church
“The Church Worth Finding”
221 Thunderbird Drive, Aptos, CA 95003
831.688.2210
www.aptosumc.org

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Sunday Worship at 10 AM
in person and on Zoom

Deadline for
June Tide
Friday, May 20

The Tide is published monthly by Aptos United Methodist Church. Aptos UMC is an inclusive community
that welcomes and encourages full participation of all persons, regardless of race, culture, age,
economic circumstance, sexual orientation, gender identity, or physical/mental abilities.
We affirm our denomination’s motto – Open Hearts, Open Minds, Open Doors.
The church office is open Monday through Thursday from 9 AM to 2:30 PM.

Church Staff
Gabe House
Pastor
gabriel.house@cnumc.org
831-535-2912 (cell)

Daniel Goldsmith
Accompanist
pianodan@gmail.com
831.345-4995

Sandi Thomas
Office Manager
office@aptosumc.org
831.688.2210

Ruth Landmann
Facebook
tddynewf@cruzio.com
831.334.0900
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