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APTOS

UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
August 30, 2026 ~ 10 AM Worship

Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost

The Tide is in! Copies of the September newsletter are available today. The 

latest edition is always available at aptosumc.org.

Worship Assistant signups (usher, liturgist, coffee volunteer, altar flowers) 

for September are available today.

Thanks Today to: 

Our Liturgist: Jeff Favorite

Our Usher:  Lee MacDonell

Our Tech Team:  Carolyn Collins

Our Coffee Volunteers:  Debbie & Marty Mason

Our Altar Flowers:  Given by Debbie & Marty Mason

This Week: 

~  Office Closed 8/31 through 9/4  ~

Tuesday, 9/1:        Alive Now 10 AM, Upper Room Group 7 PM

Wednesday, 9/2:  Village Santa Cruz 1 PM

Friday, 9/4:       Scott Group 10 AM

Coming Up: 

Monday, 9/7:       PACT 10 AM, Labor Day, Office Closed

Aptos UMC sends out a weekly email blast on Saturdays. If you would like 

to be added to the email list, contact the office at office@aptosumc.org. If 

you’ve given us your email address and aren’t receiving the emails, please check your 

junk or spam folder.

Online giving is available. Go to aptosumc.org and click on the 

‘GIVE NOW’ button, or scan this code using your smartphone. 

You are invited to join our Prayer Team. The Prayer Team receives a 

weekly email with prayer requests. To join the Prayer Team or submit a 

prayer request, contact the church office. 

~  In Our Prayers This Week  ~

The family and friends of Marcia Burns on her death on August 20. 

Condolences may be sent to: 

Dottie and John Lechtenberg 

275 W. Phillips

Watsonville CA  95076

Special thanks to the Choir (Dick Wood, Bill Fennell, Helene Milner, 

Jillian Holmberg, Ruth Landmann, Peggy Kaysen, Lee MacDonell, Pastor Gabe, Laurel 

Blaney) for sharing their talents with us today!



Order of  Worship

Gathering Music

Call To Worship 

Sometimes God calls us, and we don’t understand the full meaning of 

the call, the ways our families, friends, and communities may resist 

the good news and us as messengers of it.

God, help us accept your call on our lives.

Sometimes God calls us to a path that is harder than we think we can 

handle, asking us to trust that God will provide what we need.

God, help us accept your call on our lives.

Beloved, God’s call takes many forms. 

Sometimes it feels as natural as breathing, and sometimes we want to 

run as far as we can. 

But take assurance in this: You are not alone. 

God is with us, and God’s call can be trusted, because no matter 

where it leads, God is there.

God, help us accept your call on our lives and to trust that what 

you equip us to do is what you call us to do as members of the Body 

of Christ. 

Thanks be to God! Amen.

Prelude

Opening Prayer       

Pour your Light, Holy Spirit of God, into our hearts and minds. 

Help us to know more clearly and grasp more fully the Good News 

of Jesus. 

And help us then to know how to share it. 

We ask this through Jesus Christ, who with You and the Father, 

are One God.

Amen.

Announcements

Opening Hymn #424                     “Must Jesus Bear the Cross Alone”

Children’s Time

Prayer for Illumination           

Lord, open our hearts and minds, by the power of your Holy Spirit, 

that as the Scriptures are read, and your Word proclaimed, we may 

hear with joy what you say to us today. Amen.

Scripture  Matthew 16:21-28

Sermon             “Acceptance”              Pastor Gabe

Hymn #2137   “Would I Have Answered When You Called”

Prayers of  the People

Confession and Pardon                          

Christ Jesus, our teacher and our friend, we have not listened for 

your word amid the clamor of words all around us. 

We are more pleased to repeat familiar tunes than to listen for new 

melodies and strange harmonies. 

We try harder to defend what we think we know than to reach for 

that which is beyond our grasp. 

Slow to trust, afraid of the unknown, we are cautious to hear and 

do your will. 

We pray for hearts to pay attention to the cries of our neighbor and 

to resonate with your Spirit. 

Silence us and instruct us until we learn afresh to sing the songs of 

faith, hope, and love.

Amen.

Passing of  the Peace

Offering

Doxology #94            “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”

Prayer of  Thanksgiving

The Lord’s Prayer

Closing Hymn #2129 (v1,2)    “I Have Decided to Follow Jesus”

Benediction

Postlude



Matthew 16:21-28  NRSVue

21 From that time on, Jesus began to show his 
disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and undergo 
great suffering at the hands of the elders and chief 
priests and scribes and be killed and on the third 
day be raised. 22 And Peter took him aside and 
began to rebuke him, saying, “God forbid it, Lord! 
This must never happen to you.” 23 But he turned 
and said to Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! You are a 
hindrance to me, for you are setting your mind not 
on divine things but on human things.”

24 Then Jesus told his disciples, “If any wish to come 
after me, let them deny themselves and take up 
their cross and follow me. 25 For those who want to 
save their life will lose it, and those who lose their 
life for my sake will find it. 26 For what will it profit 
them if they gain the whole world but forfeit their 
life? Or what will they give in return for their life?

27 “For the Son of Man is to come with his angels in 
the glory of his Father, and then he will repay 
everyone for what has been done. 28 Truly I tell you, 
there are some standing here who will not taste 
death before they see the Son of Man coming in his 
kingdom.”

Prayer for Illumination

Lord, open our hearts and minds, by the 
power of your Holy Spirit, that as the 
Scriptures are read, and your Word 
proclaimed, we may hear with joy what you 
say to us today. Amen.

The word of God for the people of God.

Thanks be to God. 

Welcome to Aptos United Methodist Church!

Please stand as you are able and join me in our   
Call to Worship.

You may be seated.

Please silence your cell phone. Let us now listen in 
silence as we prepare our hearts and minds for 
worship, giving our full attention to the Prelude.

Thank you!
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