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Save the Date!
Sunday, December 19
at 10 AM worship
Our annual Christmas musical
featuring
Sunday School Students
Choir Singers
Bell Ringers
Please plan to come and
bring your friends and family!

Christmas Eve Candlelight Worship
featuring Lessons and Carols
Friday, December 24 at 7 PM

September 2021
Greetings Church Family,
Happy New Year! No, I’m not getting ahead of myself (although yes, my Christmas tree is already up). I’m
referring to what we call our liturgical year. We conclude each year with Christ the King Sunday, and the new
church cycle begins as we enter the Advent season.
In secular life this is the time of preparation, when we get ready for the holidays, buy presents for our loved
ones, and tidy our house for company. In our Christian lives this is the time of expectation, when we prepare
ourselves, share our hope, and invite others into fellowship with us.
We look forward to embarking on this journey, resuming traditions we were unable to partake in last year, and
incorporating new ways of worshipping and serving together. Throughout the process we remember that we
are more than the building that houses us, and more than the liturgy we follow; we are the body of Christ and
God’s beloved children.
Our theme from now into January will be “Come Home for Christmas”. As we study the scriptures, we will
explore the real meaning of the season, and what it means to us individually and corporately. As we prepare
our homes for the holidays, we also prepare our hearts for our future home in the house of our Lord Jesus
Christ, the Prince of Peace.
In this time when so many people around us appear joyful on the outside, it can be extremely difficult for
those who are struggling on the inside. If you see someone in need, lend a hand. If you are experiencing
hardship, reach out for support. We are a community of faith, and when one hurts we all feel the pain. The
well-being of all our members is the greatest gift we can hope for this Christmas. The law we have from Christ
is to love God and love each other. The promise we have from Christ is that we will never be alone.
Galatians 6:2 - Bear one another's burdens, and in this way you will fulfill the law of Christ.
Grace and Peace be with you all,
Pastor Gabe

Join us for in-person worship in our Sanctuary every Sunday at 10 AM.
Masks are required indoors regardless of vaccination status.
Sunday worship continues to be offered live on Zoom.
https://zoom.us/j/95070443590?pwd=SE5BdW5CbGpFNXkzbGlsc1V1enQ3UT09

Video and audio recordings of Sunday worship are available on Monday on our website
under the ‘Worship Library’ tab.
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Christmas Wreaths
As in years past, we will be hanging fresh wreaths in the windows of the Sanctuary for
the Christmas season. If you would like to honor a loved one by contributing $5.00 in
their name toward the cost of these wreaths, you may sign up on a clipboard that will be
passed during Church. The list of names will be published in a bulletin insert. If you
miss that opportunity, just call Lee MacDonell or email or call the Church office and let
us know you would like to be included. The last day for contributions is Sunday,
December 12. Thank you and Merry Christmas!

December & January Special Offerings
December 12 - Families in Transition
(F.I.T.)

January 9 - Human Relations Day

The mission of F.I.T. is to join with other service
providers in a community-wide effort to end and
prevent homelessness in Santa Cruz County.
Toward this end, Families In Transition works in
partnership with families who are homeless or at
risk of becoming homeless with housing
opportunities and by providing participants with
referrals to employment, training and educational
resources to assist them in becoming both
self-reliant and interdependent members of the
community.

2021 Special Offerings Update
Thanks to your generous giving, here are the totals to date for our 2021 Special Offerings:
Human Relations Day
$275
Missionary Katherine Parker
$1000
NAMI
$852
Native American Ministries
$100
UMCOR Sunday
$849
Pastor's Discretionary Fund
$1839
Peace with Justice
$466
Reconciling Ministries Network
$300
——————————————————–——
Total
$5,681
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Alternative Christmas Provides Charity Support
Aptos UMC again will offer an Alternative Christmas program during December. People
may donate to Heifer International, Missionary Katherine Parker, NAMI (National
Alliance on Mental Illness), or Second Harvest Food Bank in someone’s honor and
receive a card to give to that person as a Christmas gift. An Alternative Christmas booth
will be set up on three Sundays, December 5, 12, and 19, before and after the worship
service.

Heifer International provides an opportunity to give chickens, animals, bees,
etc. to families in need throughout the world. The family uses the gift to help
pull themselves out of poverty. This is a great gift to give to your grandchildren.

Aptos UMC has supported NAMI (National Alliance on Mental Illness) for
many years. Church member Carol Williamson has headed the Santa Cruz
NAMI chapter, and many other Aptos UMC members are involved in teaching
and volunteering with the organization. NAMI provides support both for people
with mental health issues and for their families.

Second Harvest Food Bank has been distributing more than I million pounds
of food monthly since the start of the pandemic. Prior to the pandemic it was
about 650,000 pounds monthly. Second Harvest can provide four healthy meals
for each $1 donated. All of these meals are provided to Santa Cruz County
people who are struggling financially.

An update from Missionary Katherine Parker is published in this Tide. Aptos
UMC has been in a covenant relationship with Katherine for the past eight years.
Katherine is a UMC Global Ministries missionary and is attached to the United
Mission to Nepal. Aptos UMC contributes $1,000 each year through Alternative
Christmas and a Special Offering in February to support Katherine’s work.
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Update from Missionary Katherine Parker
Dear Aptos UMC Friends,
I was able to return to Nepal last March once the airport had reopened. Unfortunately, I arrived just in time for
the Delta wave to hit Nepal and another round of lockdowns. I was isolated to my apartment as the hospitals
were overwhelmed and the oxygen supply ran out. Donations of oxygen did arrive so there was really only
about two months of really scary conditions, but the lockdowns continued until quite recently.
Work with United Mission to Nepal has been extremely rewarding, and I feel like I have found a great niche. I
have joined the Monitoring, Evaluation, Accountability and Learning (MEAL) Team in Kathmandu. While I
miss being out in the field office, I feel that this has given me a great opportunity to support a wide range of
projects Including Maternal and Child Health, Mental Health, Gender Equity and Ending Gender Based
Violence and Climate Change mitigation. I also have been involved in a range of research projects. I was
very excited about a study I did for our project Ending Violence for Equality in Bajhang, looking at gender
norms and harmful traditional practices (such as son-preference, alcohol tolerance and gender-based violence).
I am hopeful to travel out to Bajhang in late November for a follow up with this project. It will be my first
field visit since February 2020. While in lockdown I helped to develop and expand our tools for remote
monitoring including mobile-phone based survey tools. This enables the local social mobilizers to collect data
and pictures that they can share with us through video conferencing.
Our UMN missionary executive director is stepping down and our first Napali executive director will be
installed. I have been asked to serve as the missionary representative on the UMN Leadership Team and will
be taking over as chair of the Internal Audit Committee. I am excited to be able to give support in these
expanded ways, but I still hope to be able to focus most of my time with the MEAL team work as that has been
very rewarding.
Peace,
Katherine

Thank you for Your Generous Pledges for 2022
Thank you to everyone who has pledged to support Aptos UMC in 2022. Pledges from 49 families/individuals
total $169,760. Because of this generous pledging, coupled with other income streams, the finance team has
put together a 2022 budget of $223,500 that has been sent to Administrative Council for approval.
We will not need to do a major Christmas Appeal as was done last December, but we do hope that you will
contribute generously to the church at Christmas. Our goal is to end the year in the black.
Thank you for supporting Aptos UMC during the pandemic, continuing your financial giving throughout the
campus closedown and reopening. Because of the support of our members, our church continued to reach out
to people, meeting their needs and keeping our church family close. Now we will be moving forward into the
new year, developing new programs and welcoming new people. I am retiring as finance chair, grateful for all
the support I’ve received during the past eight years in that office. Dick Wood, our treasurer,
will be taking over the responsibilities of finance chair in 2022. He has been a finance team
member for years and has supported our church fundraising in many ways. He knows that we
will continue to support Aptos UMC with our prayers, our worship, our involvement in mission
outreach, and our financial giving.
Anne Scott, 2021 Finance Chair
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Missions
On Sunday mornings in December, be watching for the Alternative Christmas table. Several members of our
Mission team will be at the table to receive your donations for Alternative Christmas gifts. You will see more
about this in this issue of The Tide from Anne Scott.
Meanwhile, I invite you to embrace the spirit of the Advent Season by seeking in whatever way you find
possible to be of service to others in our midst. Offer a ride, make a meal, or find a way to be kind to
others. Give others the gift of yourself. For therein, you will find your own rewards!
Looking toward the year ahead, we hope to be increasing our mission ministries to seniors. If you have an
idea of something you'd like to see happen, take it on, and let me know how the rest of the team can help.
Don't just wish for something, work to make it happen! Your idea, your light, will spread to others and be a
benefit for all.

John 13:34 “A new command I give you:
Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another.”
Peace and blessings to all during this Advent Season,
Joyce D. Rodgers, Missions chair
joyceburtrodgers@comcast.net

Small Group Meetings
Small Groups are open to anyone. If you have questions about any of the small groups, please contact Pastor
Gabe. PACT and the Upper Room are still meeting on Zoom.
•

Blaney Group - Sunday at 11:15 AM (in person and Zoom)
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/95837073237?pwd=ZkpMcWRKT0cvUk1ydEM1c1lqRWV5QT09

•

PACT - every other Monday at 10 AM

•

Alive Now - Tuesday at 10 AM

•

Upper Room - Tuesday at 7 PM https://zoom.us/j/94925380499?pwd=OGNpaHc4VmZ2OFhiczVML2M2ME5Ddz09

•

Scott Group - Friday at 10 AM

https://zoom.us/j/97895982359?pwd=dURlM091ZXI4V2pLN3ByZkxwT1pHQT09

Amazon Smile

County of Santa Cruz
COVID-19 Vaccine Information

Don’t forget that Aptos UMC is a designated
charity with Amazon! When you order at
Smile.Amazon.com you can designate Aptos
UMC to receive a portion of your purchase. It all
adds up!

CLICK HERE
COVID-19 vaccines are an important tool to
reducing transmission and returning the community
to normal operations. Together, we will end the
pandemic. Everyone 5 years of age and older is now
eligible, and those 18 and older may be eligible for a
booster shot. Get a COVID-19 vaccine as soon as
you can.

If you need help, contact Jana Daley at
janadaley@charter.net.

For Santa Cruz County COVID-19 information and
updates, click HERE.
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Aptos UMC family,

I can hardly believe it's been over a year since I left California for
Indiana!

Birthdays
1

Teresa Fehr

3

David Treffkorn

4

Thomas Inskeep

7

Jana Daley
Dick Wood
Boyd Brown

8

Nate LaHue

Amazingly, in spite of the pandemic, I've been able to find a new
church home here in Indianapolis, North UMC, a Reconciling
congregation with a strong social justice commitment. Earlier this
month, I was blessedly able to join North, transferring my
membership from Aptos. It still pains me that I wasn't able to say
proper goodbyes to you all last year - you mean so much to me as
a church family. Aptos is the congregation that brought me back to
the UMC, my home, and I will always love and be grateful for
you.

13

Jill Holmberg

Please know that even though I've joined a new church, I will
always be connected with and care about you all.

14

Keri Swenson

And Sandi's got my contact info in the church office. ;)

19

Casper House

20

Beth Hinton

Much love,
Thomas Inskeep

Anniversaries
15

Richard Lonergan &
Marilyn Manning

18

Rich & DeAnne Hart

19

Jim & Linda Theiring

20

Craig & Cathy Wright
David Scott, Joyce Rodgers, Pharis and Jane Harvey;
Forrest Willcox
Homebound: LaVern Radeleff, Lollie Starbuck,
Ruth Nichols

Birthdays
1

Ruth Nichols

8

Linda Sizelove-Secola

17

Suzanne McCourt

18

Hiroshi Goto

26

Mike Sampson

29

Steve Green
John Dodson

30

David Scott

In response to our desire for community, and in particular to
support those experiencing concerns, we invite you to join
our prayer team. To join the prayer team, email or call the church
office. You will receive a weekly email with prayer requests. To
submit a prayer request for the prayer team, email or call the
church office.

Anniversaries
16

Clyde & Sheila Vaughn

19

Hiroshi & Hiroko Goto

Print versions of the January/February issue are available at Sunday
worship and in the church office.
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Aptos Community United Methodist Church
“The Church Worth Finding”
221 Thunderbird Drive, Aptos, CA 95003
831.688.2210
www.aptosumc.org

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Sunday Worship at 10 AM
in person and on Zoom

Deadline for
February Tide
Friday, January 21

The Tide is published monthly by Aptos United Methodist Church. Aptos UMC is an inclusive community
that welcomes and encourages full participation of all persons, regardless of race, culture, age,
economic circumstance, sexual orientation, gender identity, or physical/mental abilities.
We affirm our denomination’s motto – Open Hearts, Open Minds, Open Doors.
The church office is open Monday through Thursday from 9 AM to 2:30 PM.

Church Staff
Gabe House
Pastor
gabriel.house@cnumc.org
831-535-2912 (cell)

Daniel Goldsmith
Accompanist
pianodan@gmail.com
831.345-4995

Sandi Thomas
Office Manager
office@aptosumc.org
831.688.2210

Ruth Landmann
Facebook
tddynewf@cruzio.com
831.334.0900
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