Articles for the April issue of The Tide are due. Please email your
information to office@aptosumc.org.

Order your Easter flowers today! This year we will be ordering
orchids to beautify our Sanctuary on Easter Sunday. Suggested
donation is $10 each and you can take your orchid home after Easter
worship. Sign up in honor or memory of a loved one. We will include
this list in the Easter Sunday bulletin.

Thanks Today to:
Our Liturgist: Ruth Landmann

Our Usher: Lee MacDonell
Our Tech Team: Carolyn Collins, Roger Swenson
Our Coffee Volunteers: Helene Milner and Boyd Brown

Special thanks to the Mixed Quartet (Helene Milner, Peggy Kaysen,
Bill Fennell, Dick Wood) for sharing their talents with us today!

No Altar Flowers during Lent

This Week:

Monday, 3/23: PACT 10 AM

Tuesday, 3/24: Alive Now 10 AM, Upper Room Group 7 PM
Friday, 3/27: Scott Group 10 AM

Coming Up:

Sunday, 3/29:  Palm Sunday Worship 10 AM

Wednesday, 4/1: Village Santa Cruz 1 PM

Friday, 4/3: Good Friday Service 12 PM Noon

Sunday, 4/5: Easter Sunday Worship 10 AM (Please bring a
cut flower from home to help fill our flowering
Easter cross.)

Aptos UMC sends out a weekly email blast on Saturdays. If you
would like to be added to the email list, contact the office at
office@aptosumc.org. If you’ve given us your email address and aren’t
receiving the emails, please check your junk or spam folder.

Online giving is available. Go to aptosumc.org and click %
on the ‘GIVE NOW?’ button, or scan this code using your
smartphone.

You are invited to join our Prayer Team. The Prayer Team receives
a weekly email with prayer requests. To join the Prayer Team or
submit a prayer request, contact the church office.

APTOS
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

March 22, 2026 ~ 10 AM Worship
Fifth Sunday in Lent

Aptos UMC is an inclusive community that welcomes and encourages full participation
of ALL PERSONS, regardless of race, culture, age, economic circumstance, sexual orientation,
gender identity, or physical/mental abilities. We affirm our denomination’s motto,
“Open Hearts, Open Minds, Open Doors”’
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Order of Worship

Gathering Music

Call To Worship

Some of us come to worship today, weary and worn, heavy with all the
circumstances that are too much to bear alone.

We gather to travel God’s redemption road together.

Some of us come to worship today, dry and thirsty, longing for relief
and peace from the troubles that surround us.

We gather to travel God’s redemption road together.

Some of us come to worship today with stories to tell of little
resurrections, moments of new life that sprang up when we least
expected them.

We gather to travel God’s redemption road together.

Beloved, whatever we bring with us to worship today, God welcomes
us and calls us to work together as we travel God’s redemption road
together.

We gather to be truth-tellers and life-bringers as we travel God’s
redemption road together. Amen.

Prelude

Opening Prayer

God of mercy, we come to you dry and lifeless, seeking your breath
of life. Lead us to the place where our hopes lie buried and call us
out from the tombs of despair. Call forth our faith, that we may
know you to be the resurrection and the life, in this world and the
world to come. Amen.

Announcements

Hymn #2216 “When We Are Called to Sing Your Praise”
Children’s Time

Prayer for lllumination

Lord, open our hearts and minds, by the power of your Holy Spirit,

that as the Scriptures are read, and your Word proclaimed, we may
hear with joy what you say to us today. Amen.

Scripture John 11:1-45

Sermon “Redemption Road” Pastor Gabe
Hymn #526 “What a Friend We Have in Jesus”
Prayers of the People

Confession and Pardon

Out of the depths of despair, we cry to you, O God. We are lost in a
world of pain and suffering. When we put our trust in weapons of
war, we find no peace. When we put our faith in our own resources,
we feel the ache of our true needs. When we put our hope in the
health of our bodies, we suffer pain and find no healing. Come to us,
O God. Forgive our doubts and fears. Heal our brokenness, that we
may rejoice in your steadfast love. Amen.

Passing of the Peace

Special Music “My Dying Lord” Mixed Quartet
words by John Parker III, music by David Lantz III

Offering

Doxology #64 (v1) “Holy, Holy, Holy! Lord God Almighty”
Prayer of Thanksgiving
The Lord’s Prayer

Closing Hymn #533 (v1,4) “We Shall Overcome”

Benediction

Postlude



John 11:1-45 NRSVue

I Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the
village of Mary and her sister Martha. > Mary was the
one who anointed the Lord with perfume and wiped
his feet with her hair; her brother Lazarus was ill. 3 So
the sisters sent a message to Jesus, “Lord, he whom
you love is ill.” * But when Jesus heard it, he said,
“This illness does not lead to death; rather, it is for
God’s glory, so that the Son of God may be glorified
through it.” > Accordingly, though Jesus loved Martha
and her sister and Lazarus, ° after having heard that
Lazarus was ill, he stayed two days longer in the place
where he was.

’Then after this he said to the disciples, “Let us go to
Judea again.” ® The disciples said to him, “Rabbi, the
Jews were just now trying to stone you, and are you
going there again?” ° Jesus answered, “Are there not
twelve hours of daylight? Those who walk during the
day do not stumble because they see the light of this
world. 1 But those who walk at night stumble because
the light is not in them.” ™ After saying this, he told
them, “Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep, but I am
going there to awaken him.” 2 The disciples said to
him, “Lord, if he has fallen asleep, he will be all

right.” 13 Jesus, however, had been speaking about his
death, but they thought that he was referring merely
to sleep. * Then Jesus told them plainly, “Lazarus is
dead. *> For your sake I am glad I was not there, so
that you may believe. But let us go to him.” ** Thomas,
who was called the Twin, said to his fellow disciples,
“Let us also go, that we may die with him.”

7 When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had
already been in the tomb four days. ® Now Bethany
was near Jerusalem, some two miles away, °and
many of the Jews had come to Martha and Mary to
console them about their brother. ° When Martha
heard that Jesus was coming, she went and met him,
while Mary stayed at home. 2! Martha said to Jesus,
“Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not
have died. % But even now I know that God will give
you whatever you ask of him.” % Jesus said to her,
“Your brother will rise again.” * Martha said to him, “I
know that he will rise again in the resurrection on the
last day.” % Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection
and the life. Those who believe in me, even though
they die, will live, 2° and everyone who lives and
believes in me will never die. Do you believe

this?” % She said to him, “Yes, Lord, I believe that you
are the Messiah, the Son of God, the one coming into
the world.”

28 When she had said this, she went back and called
her sister Mary and told her privately, “"The Teacher is
here and is calling for you.” ° And when she heard it,
she got up quickly and went to him. ** Now Jesus had
not yet come to the village but was still at the place
where Martha had met him. 3! The Jews who were
with her in the house consoling her saw Mary get up
quickly and go out. They followed her because they
thought that she was going to the tomb to weep
there. 3> When Mary came where Jesus was and saw
him, she knelt at his feet and said to him,

-



John 11:1-45 NRSVue continued

“Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not
have died.” ** When Jesus saw her weeping and the
Jews who came with her also weeping, he was greatly
disturbed in spirit and deeply moved. 3* He said,
“Where have you laid him?” They said to him, “Lord,
come and see.” > Jesus began to weep. * So the Jews
said, “See how he loved him!” 3’ But some of them
said, “Could not he who opened the eyes of the blind
man have kept this man from dying?”

3 Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the
tomb. It was a cave, and a stone was lying against
it. 3° Jesus said, “Take away the stone.” Martha, the
sister of the dead man, said to him, “Lord, already
there is a stench because he has been dead four
days.” * Jesus said to her, “Did I not tell you that if
you believed you would see the glory of God?” * So
they took away the stone. And Jesus looked upward
and said, “Father, I thank you for having heard

me. ¥ I knew that you always hear me, but I have said
this for the sake of the crowd standing here, so that
they may believe that you sent me.” * When he had
said this, he cried with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come
out!” * The dead man came out, his hands and feet
bound with strips of cloth and his face wrapped in a
cloth. Jesus said to them, “Unbind him, and let him
go.”

* Many of the Jews, therefore, who had come with
Mary and had seen what Jesus did believed in him.



