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Thank you to everyone
that attended the
Potluck on August 14.
We had a joyful time
gathering in fellowship
again!
Special thanks
to Lee MacDonell for
organizing this event.

“The Lord your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from among your own people;
you shall heed such a prophet.”
Deuteronomy 18:15 NRSVUE

Greetings Church Family,
This summer season has been wonderful at Aptos UMC. We are thankful for the wonderful fellowship we
have enjoyed, including a return to one of the most cherished Methodist traditions of all, the potluck! Your
welcome and inclusion has been evident in your love for each other and your kindness to visitors and
newcomers.
We are completing our foray into the Old Testament. In the prophets Elisha, Amos, Hosea, Isaiah, and
Jeremiah we saw how God spoke through individuals to bring a message to all God’s people. The spirit of
prophecy lives on in us today as we continue the mission of speaking truth and offering consolation and hope
to all.
As people return from vacations and children go back to school, we settle once again into a regular routine.
This return to normalcy also offers opportunities for each of us. While we strive to maintain the delicate
balance of work and play, remember your spiritual well-being. Reserve time for worship and devotion. Find
occasions to serve and share. Make God a priority in the hustle and bustle of your daily lives. I pray that you
experience the peace of Christ as you follow the path of discipleship. May the Spirit sustain and strengthen
you as you put our Christian faith into practice in your life and in the world.
“But seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness,
and all these things will be given to you as well.”
Matthew 6:33 NRSVUE
Grace and Peace be with you all,
Pastor Gabe
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Join us for in-person worship in our Sanctuary every Sunday at 10 AM.

Sunday worship continues to be offered live on Zoom.
https://zoom.us/j/95070443590?pwd=SE5BdW5CbGpFNXkzbGlsc1V1enQ3UT09

Recordings of worship are available on our website under the ‘Worship Library’ tab. Online giving is
available on our website by clicking on the ‘GIVE NOW’ button, or by clicking here.

September Special Offering
September 11 - Pastor’s Discretionary Fund
Members in need are invited to reach out to Pastor Gabe to request confidential financial support.

Small Group Meetings
Small Groups are open to anyone. If you have questions about any of the groups, please contact Pastor Gabe.
•

Blaney Group - Sunday at 11:15 AM

•

PACT - every other Monday at 10 AM

•

Alive Now - Tuesday at 10 AM

•

Upper Room - Wednesday at 7 PM

•

Scott Group - Friday at 10 AM

https://zoom.us/j/97895982359?pwd=dURlM091ZXI4V2pLN3ByZkxwT1pHQT09

https://zoom.us/j/94925380499?pwd=OGNpaHc4VmZ2OFhiczVML2M2ME5Ddz09

Opening for Ringers!
Our Bell Choir was excited to perform in worship on Sunday, August 28. We hope you enjoyed our music and
the joy we get from sharing it!
However, we have two more octaves of bells that would allow us to perform more music
and give even more joy to the ringers and those who hear us. We are currently rehearsing
every Thursday at 3:00 PM. You would not need to be an experienced musician, just able
to count to four (well, sometimes to six or eight). We have experienced ringers who would
delight in showing you the techniques and supporting you in new skills.
Please contact me, even if it’s just mild curiosity, and we’ll talk about the possibility of including you in our
group. Looking forward to more ringing!
Clyde Vaughn, Volunteer Director
831-662-8908
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2023 Stewardship Pledge Campaign
Our Stewardship Pledge Campaign is back! From September 15 to October 16, church members and
constituents are encouraged to pledge to financially support the church in 2023. A letter and pledge card and
return envelope are being mailed out and should be in your mailbox very soon. On Sunday, October 16, all
returned pledge cards will be blessed and tallied.
A pledge is a promise to give a stated amount to the church during the year. Pledges are vital to the
development of our church budget. They form the financial base upon which the church operates and sets its
financial priorities. During the past two years our budget was supplemented by Covid relief funds. New grants
are no longer available.
Aptos UMC is recovering from the setback caused by the Covid pandemic and though our
financial health is improving, we are hopeful that a solid pledge campaign, supported by
everyone in our church family, will provide the resources to not only meet our financial
commitments including salaries, utilities, campus maintenance, parsonage mortgage,
conference apportionments, and other basic necessities, but will also allow us to begin to
restore programs that had to be severely reduced or eliminated.
The finance team realizes that some members already are giving sacrificially and cannot pledge any additional
money, but we are hopeful that there are members who could increase their pledge for 2023. And if you
haven’t pledged before, perhaps this is the year you can begin to do so. We are called upon to be the hands and
feet of Christ in our world and we ask you to prayerfully consider how your financial support of Aptos UMC
can help meet that call.
Dick Wood
Finance Chair

Memorials Committee Starting Soon
The finance team has approved the reestablishment of a memorials committee. Here is a brief summary of the
committee’s purpose and duties and responsibilities:
•

The committee will receive notice of all donations to the church in memory of a lost friend or loved one.
These may be gifts for a specific program or mission, or gifts with no designation.

•

The committee will be composed of 5-7 individuals representing a cross
section of our congregation and including one Trustee and one finance team
member. The committee will meet as needed and at minimum once in late
summer or early fall prior to budget building for the next year. The committee
will communicate with church leaders about funds that are available to support
their projects. Members shall serve for no more than three consecutive years.

•

Duties and responsibilities will include; educating the congregation about how memorial gifts can be used
to honor deceased loved ones while supporting the goals and mission of the church, sending letters of
appreciation to givers, and maintaining a permanent record (memorial book and/or electronic file) of all
who have passed and all gifts made in the deceased’s honor.

•

The committee will submit any recommended uses of memorial funds to the Administrative Council for its
approval.

Please notify Dick Wood or any member of the finance team if you are interested in serving on the Memorials
Committee. Thank you!
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Missions
"Here I am, Lord. Is it I Lord? I have heard you calling in the night.
I will go, Lord, if you lead me, I will hold your people in my heart."
From "Here I Am, Lord" by Dan Schutte
"Here I Am, Lord", also known by its first line, "I, the Lord of sea and sky", is a Christian hymn written by the
American composer Dan Schutte in 1981. Its lyrics are inspired by the Bible verses Isaiah 6:8 and 1 Samuel
3. The chorus speaks of his dedication stating, "I will go, Lord, if you lead me" emphasizing the motives of
humility and a willingness to act in accordance with the Lord's will. May you be encouraged by the brilliant
words and melody of this wonderful hymn!
During the month of September, we have some specific missions here at Aptos UMC.
•

On September 7, we will again host the Village Santa Cruz Group of seniors in their monthly meeting/
planning session for the Aptos subgroup. This is also an occasion where members check in with each other
and make arrangements to help one another if needed.

•

On September 14, there will be another opportunity to
help Jana Daley serve a dinner and contribute to a
breakfast and lunch the following day for our friends in
the Association of Faith Communities shelter who will be
dining at Trinity Presbyterian that evening. Jana needs
some specific contributions so she will be passing out a
clipboard at church so that you can sign up to help. Items
do not have to be taken to Trinity; they can be dropped
off at Aptos UMC by 9 AM on the 14th. Jana is grateful
for all of the contributions last month. Let's do it again!
"I, the Lord of wind and flame, I will tend the poor and lame.
I will set a feast for them, My hand will save."
"Finest bread I will provide, 'Til their hearts be satisfied.
I will give my life to them. Who shall I send?"

The Back Story to this Hymn...
Dan Schutte, the hymn's author, never assumed the tune would become so well-known. Mr. Schutte was a
Jesuit in his early thirties learning theology in Berkeley, California when one of his friends requested him to
compose a song for a forthcoming ordaining Mass of Deacons. Schutte has stated that he frequently used
Scripture as the foundation of his songs, so as he thought about the concept of being called to serve, he looked
to the stories of the prophets. Schutte describes his inspiration of the chorus as, “In all those stories, all of
those people God was calling to be prophets have expressed in one way or another their humanness or their
self-doubt.” This biblical sense of doubt was the reason Mr. Schutte altered the lyrics from a certain “Here I
am, Lord; here I stand, Lord” to the self-doubting ultimate version: “Here I am, Lord; is it I, Lord?" inviting
the singer/listener to carefully respond.
We can ask ourselves: Is it I, Lord, whom you are calling upon to serve others? How will I respond?
"Here I am, Lord. Is it I Lord? I have heard you calling in the night.
I will go, Lord, if you lead me, I will hold your people in my heart."
Joyce Rodgers
Missions Chair
joyceburtrodgers@comcast.net
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Amazon Smile
September

Given by

4

Anne Scott

11

Jeanne & Bob Grimes
in honor of their parents

18

Keri & Roger Swenson

25

OPEN*

Don’t forget that Aptos UMC is a designated
charity with Amazon! When you order at
Smile.Amazon.com you can designate Aptos
UMC to receive a portion of your purchase. It
all adds up!
If you need help, contact Jana Daley at
janadaley@charter.net.

* Please sign up on the flower chart in the Fellowship
Hall, or contact the church office.

Laptop Request for Tech Team
The church tech team is looking for a long term loan or
donation of a laptop. Any model no more than 4 years
old will be considered. If this is something you might be
able to help with, please talk to the tech team at worship
or contact the church office.

Online Giving is Available!
Online giving makes it easy to support our church and missions by providing the opportunity to make one
time gifts or set up recurring donations. Creating an account online is not necessary unless you would like to
set up a recurring payment or if you would like to save your payment information for future transactions. We
also have the ability to share any of our giving opportunities with friends and family via social media, text,
and email.

Just go to www.aptosumc.org and click on the ‘GIVE NOW’ button.
Or, scan this code using your smartphone:
•
•

For iPhone (iOS 11 or later): Launch the Camera app, frame the QR code, and tap the
notification at the top of the screen.
For Android devices: You'll need to download a third-party app, such as QR Code
Reader.

If using a mobile device, please scroll down to find the desired fund (Pledge, Sunday Offering, Special
Offering, Memorials, etc.).
Don’t hesitate to contact Sandi in the church office (office@aptosumc.org or 831-688-2210) if you have any
questions or need assistance.
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Jeanie Bell and family
on the death of her daughter Sara on August 5.
Condolences may be sent to
2106 East Parleys Terrace, Salt Lake City UT 84109

Birthdays
2

Jean Beebe

4

Elsie Staley

6

Sara Rossi

7

Patricia Files

8

Andy Lewis

9

Caroline Carney

13

Linda Theiring
Jim Williamson
Jeanne Grimes

16

Jonathan Treffkorn

18

Rob Holmberg

20

Marion Proffitt

26

Marty Nichols
Riley Nichols

30

Bill Fennell

Forrest Willcox Homebound: Rich and DeAnne Hart,
Jane Harvey, LaVern Radeleff

In response to our desire for community, and in particular to
support those experiencing concerns, we invite you to join
our prayer team. To join the prayer team, email or call the
church office. You will receive a weekly email with prayer
requests. To submit a prayer request for the prayer team, email
or call the church office.

Anniversaries
2

Georgia & Charlie Mackh

7

Jane & Steve Green

8

Teresa & Skip Fehr
Connie & Bill Moore

14

Barbara & Edward Bulicz

15

Jenna & Orey Wafford

18

Susan Cooper & Lan Dyson

24

Boyd Brown & Helene Milner

30

Michele & Dan Rossi

September 21
Abide with Me by Elizabeth Strout
The Aptos UMC Book Club meets at 1:30 PM on the third
Wednesday of every month in the Fellowship Hall. Anyone is
welcome to attend. For more information, please contact Barbara
Coy-Bulicz at 689-9772 or bcoybulicz@gmail.com.
Here are our upcoming books:

The office is no longer accepting ink
cartridges for recycling.

•

October 19: A Schoolteacher in Old Alaska: The Story of
Hannah Breece by Hannah Breece

•

November 16: The Maid: A Novel by Nita Prose

•

December 21: These Precious Days by Ann Patchett
Happy reading!
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Aptos Community United Methodist Church
“The Church Worth Finding”
221 Thunderbird Drive, Aptos, CA 95003
831.688.2210
www.aptosumc.org

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Sunday Worship at 10 AM
in person and on Zoom

Deadline for
October Tide
Friday, September 16

The Tide is published monthly by Aptos United Methodist Church. Aptos UMC is an inclusive community
that welcomes and encourages full participation of all persons, regardless of race, culture, age,
economic circumstance, sexual orientation, gender identity, or physical/mental abilities.
We affirm our denomination’s motto – Open Hearts, Open Minds, Open Doors.
The church office is open Monday through Thursday from 9 AM to 2:30 PM.

Church Staff
Gabe House
Pastor
gabriel.house@cnumc.org
831.535.2912 (cell)

Daniel Goldsmith
Accompanist
pianodan@gmail.com
831.345.4995

Sandi Thomas
Office Manager
office@aptosumc.org
831.688.2210

Ruth Landmann
Facebook
tddynewf@cruzio.com
831.334.0900
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