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FROM THE PASTOR'S DESK
L did

iWwe should be rigorous in judging ourselve
John Wesl ey
Greetings Church Family,

As the year steadily marches forward, so does ¢
' iturgical year. Traditionally this time has be
experience.

Hi storically Chri sfgiiavnées amlmpmav &@i bgefh okndwmtt ol i ke |

tobacco. But the giving up part of Léntt oi smnarkaeat r
somet hi g aelcsheanclet to | ook inside ourselves and
God as | want to be? What <can | |l et go of to ma
deep introspection and personal accountability i
While some find meaning in the practice of gi vi
spiritual di scipline. This can be as simple as
with family and friends. I f reading the Bible s
hy mnal and med@i twaotridn gi nons o@ad The wultinateo pomu @k
become | ess Gofwawhtatt ovebed,onbut to grow more into
As disciples of Jesus we are called to act out
di sciplined |Iife |l eads to a Christian expressior
when God speaks to us. Our times of fasti @ig hhaevle
enough. Our times of scripture reading help us t
We are grateful for the blessing of this time t
wi || be renewed and refreshed in this Lenten sea
for its own sake, but to bring yourself <closer t

AiCreate in me a clean heart, O Godd, and put

Psalm 51:10 NRSV
Grace and Peace be with you al/l
Pastor Gabe
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| was a stranger and you welcomed me.”
Your donations equip UMCOR t 0 I i A SO
and to stay for the long term. F&8 BRI o | o |
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MARCHING ORDERS

Smal | Group Meetings

Smal | Groups are open to anyone. I f you have que
9 Bl aney -SGuwodpy at 11:15 AM in the Youth Room

T PACTdevery ot hmdr 1MoMadvkcyh 9 & 23)
https:// zoom.us/ ]/ 97895982359?pwd=dURI M091ZXI 4V2
Meeti 98I B59Paz33BVUBSE 1S5

9 Alive-TNewday at 10 AM in the Fellowship Hal/

Upper Raemday (&Ntw7stPuMiye bomgker Roo@h i ésrci mdrees i nf or
https://zoom.us/ j/94925380499?pwd=0GNpaHc4VmzZ2OF!
Meeti 941 D04 FPas4s4B®BEE50

T Scott -6rodpy at 10 AM in the Fellowship Hall

AKnow Youac aRidght s

fiKnow YourcaRidehtas e available in multiple | anguac
Martin LeeNev@alai fGornnfiear enc e, Executive Directj|or
shar e atso neenebduesdevi t al resocommumist mvall o mib if @bdrfi fminoere

information or questions.

(0]


mailto:gabriel.house@cnumc.org?subject=small%20group
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://zoom.us/j/97895982359?pwd%3DdURlM091ZXI4V2pLN3ByZkxwT1pHQT09&sa=D&source=calendar&usd=2&usg=AOvVaw20CNtNiFdmxH5xWrOxMBH9
https://store.upperroom.org/product/the-upper-room-disciplines-2026?source=nav
https://zoom.us/j/94925380499?pwd=OGNpaHc4VmZ2OFhiczVML2M2ME5Ddz09
https://calnev-email.brtapp.com/files/tables/emails/4216637/fields/attachments/9ac4aad7e68d44928883c9bf3e39f4a5/red_card-self_srv-english.pdf
mailto:office@aptosumc.org?subject=Know%20Your%20Rights%20cards

Church and Society

The United Methodist Church (UMC) strongly oppos

viewing them as i nhumane, destructive to Soacmialli
Prindioplpersot ect the marginalized, the UMC advoca
calls for protecting the rights of all migrants.

Key Aspects of the Methodist Position:
T Condemnationmhef GRBanedal Board of Church and So

rai ds, particularly those involving military es
international |l aw.

T Protection Tdfe KEdamirlcihesa:cti vely opposes policie:
urging instead for "welcoming the migrant?"”

T Acti on andUrAidtiveod aMegt:hodi sts are encouraged to:
o Provide SQfnfcetruaphyy.si cal and | egal protection

o Proteersgage in peacef ul protest against unjus
o Provide R®sppuorctesmi gr ant communities throug
necessary, training on how to interact with
Theol ogi clTdhle BaMMLI bel i eves that all i ndi vidual s,
Godnd deserve to be treated with dignity.
Regi onal and Ldamnalci Reeponsieke Los Angel es, Uni t
intervened following raids to support affected
Your Rights" information and protocol Apftors dJevLl i
these "Know Your Rights" cards in the office.
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

Green Team

Earth Connect Retreat

Saturday, April 25

9a.m. -3 pm.

Loomis First United Methodist Church
6414 Brace Road, Loomis, CA 95650

Registration is required to attend this retreat:
climate-cnumc.org/retreat

A vegetarian lunch will be provided
Cost: $20 suggested donation

Organized by CA-NV United Methodist Climate Justice Ministries Task Force



https://www.google.com/search?q=Social+Principles&rlz=1C9BKJA_enUS938US938&oq=what+is+the+Methodist+position+on+the+immigration+sweeps&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUyBggAEEUYOTIHCAEQIRigATIHCAIQIRigATIHCAMQIRigATIHCAQQIRigATIHCAUQIRigATIHCAYQIRiPAtIBCTI2MDE1ajBqOagCDLAC
https://www.google.com/search?q=Social+Principles&rlz=1C9BKJA_enUS938US938&oq=what+is+the+Methodist+position+on+the+immigration+sweeps&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUyBggAEEUYOTIHCAEQIRigATIHCAIQIRigATIHCAMQIRigATIHCAQQIRigATIHCAUQIRigATIHCAYQIRiPAtIBCTI2MDE1ajBqOagCDLAC
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@"ﬂml Santa Cruz County

National Alliance on Mental lliness | 1

January 23, 2026

Pastor Gabe House

Aptos Community United Methodist
Church

221 Thunderbird Dr

Aptos, CA95003-5774

Dear Pastor Gabe,

On behalf of NAMI Santa Cruz County, thank you so much for your generous gift of $325.00 on
1/16/2026.

With your help, people facing mental health challenges and their loved ones will have a landing
place in times of confusion and despair. At NAMI Santa Cruz County they will find belonging,
empowerment, hope, and a pathway to well-being. Because of your generosity:

A HelpLine caller in distress will find an ally, practical solutions, and hope

A struggling teen will learn that mental health issues are nothing to be ashamed of
An overwhelmed parent will discover a support system of other parents who “get it”
An adult peer trapped in isolation will find a life-saving community and belonging

One family member shares, “NAMI is an amazing resource for families. When we were in our
darkest moments, NAMI support group members offered a beacon of hope that, with time,
our daughter and family would heal.”

Thank you for opening your heart to ensure that no one has to face mental health struggles alone.

With gratitude, ?Cﬁ))‘w l—\OUSQ
— Jeck. )014”3/ (/\/«i am %o zrwarf—wcw\ ‘é\/ v//l/\.a oy

Noeli Perez eovs of wwed Capre C g
Executive Director v}/\,\ oA O~ C v Conmna m\,‘\i\ C( Sl/()r) C4
Q{V‘é//\, UL /\'Y\A,\L/ W\.Ol«\:el (68 Cfl’“é C_Q

NAMI Santa Cruz County is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit. Your donations to NAMI Santa Cruz County are fully
tax-deductible. Memberships are not tax-deductible. NAMI Santa Cruz County accepts gifts in wills and

trusts. /é’)( /h’\ '/h/\ I, W
OS‘Q’ f‘C}(/\
PRl lai e N v AR

rne s ©
NAMI Santa Cruz County e 35 Penny Lane Sunte 2 o Watsonville, CA 95076
(831) 824-0406 e info@namiscc.org ¢ www.namiscc.org e Tax |.D. #77-0002878.

WA g6 much gredhthnde
Donvn Schoeek £ Teann



\ 4 l Second Harvest Food Bank
<P | Santa Cruz County

January 10, 2026

Aptos Community United Methodist Church
221 Thunderbird Drive
Aptos, CA 95003

Dear Friends,

Thank you so much for your generous gift of $450.00, received on 1/9/2026. Your support helps
ensure that families, seniors, and children in Santa Cruz County have consistent access to the
nutritious food they need.

We often say, We are the Food Bank, and that means you are part of everything we do.
Alongside volunteers, community partners, farmers, local businesses, faith leaders, students, and
families, your generosity fuels a shared commitment to ending hunger here at home.

Each month we reach over 70,000 people through our partnerships with more than 65 local
nonprofits. Together, we provide nutritious food, deliver community nutrition education, and
help neighbors connect with vital resources like CalFresh. Through fires, floods, a pandemic, and
everyday hardship, our community continues to show up for one another. And donors like you
make it possible.

P.S. You may be able to double your impact! Many employers offer matching gift programs.
Visit thefoodbank.org/ways-to-give/double-the-donation to see if your company participates.

With deep appreciation,

Michele Bassi
Chief Development Officer
Second Harvest Food Bank Santa Cruz County
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7 THANK YOU!
/V-\ 1 World Avenue e Little Rock, AR 72202 ®

H E l F E l-{@ 888.548.6437 « info@heifer.org

INTERNATIONAL Learn more at Heifer.org Donor ID: 01896853]
Receipt Number: 16554937
Date Received: 1/13/2026
Amount: $470.00

Purchase: General Fund (470.00)

Dear Friend:

I’'m truly fortunate to witness every day how the giving spirit of groups like yours can change the
world. No matter how much circumstances change, one thing remains the same: people continue to show
generosity and dedication to the families we serve.

Which is why I want to extend my sincere appreciation for your group’s recent contribution of
$470.00 to Heifer. Your compassion makes a permanent difference in so many lives. I’'m reminded of the
quote by Mr. Fred Rogers: "All of us, at some time or other, need help. Whether we're giving or receiving
help, each one of us has something valuable to bring to this world. That's one of the things that connects
us as neighbors—in our own way, each one of us is a giver and a receiver." And to magnify the joy of

your gift, an additional group of generous donors has matched your donation, doubling the impact
of your gift!

Each day, we witness the need of families in the poorest corners of the world, who are simply
trying to figure out how to get by. Hardworking parents wonder if they’ll have enough food to feed their
children at the end of the day ... if they can afford school or medication ... if their home can withstand
natural disasters.

Thanks to your group of Heifer donors, moms are building businesses and earning steady income
to feed their children ... dads are running their own family farms instead of having to find work far away
... you are providing nutritious food, education and hope for the next generation.

I hope you know how much we, and the families who are touched by your generosity,
appreciate you all. Our work would not be possible without you by our side.

With appreciation,

Christy Moore
Senior Vice President of Marketing




