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APTOS

UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
September 6, 2026 ~ 10 AM Worship

Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost

It’s the first Sunday of the month and that means Equal Exchange Fair 

Trade coffee and chocolate are available for purchase today in the 

Fellowship Hall.

Worship Assistant signups (usher, liturgist, coffee volunteer, altar flowers) 

for September are available today.

Thanks Today to: 

Our Liturgist: Mike Sampson

Our Usher:  Boyd Brown

Our Tech Team:  Carolyn Collins, Roger Swenson

Our Coffee Volunteer:  Helene Milner & Boyd Brown

Our Altar Flowers:  Given by Rachél Lather

Special thanks to the Choir (Dick Wood, Bill Fennell, Helene Milner, 

Jillian Holmberg, Ruth Landmann, Peggy Kaysen, Lee MacDonell, Pastor Gabe, 

Laurel Blaney) for sharing their talents with us today!

This Week: 

Monday, 9/7:        PACT 10 AM, Labor Day, Office Closed

Tuesday, 9/8:         Alive Now 10 AM, Upper Room Group 7 PM

Friday, 9/11:        Scott Group 10 AM

Coming Up: 

Wednesday, 9/16:  Book Club 1:30 PM (Antique by Seth Panitch)

Aptos UMC sends out a weekly email blast on Saturdays. If you would like 

to be added to the email list, contact the office at office@aptosumc.org. If 

you’ve given us your email address and aren’t receiving the emails, please check your 

junk or spam folder.

Online giving is available. Go to aptosumc.org and click on the 

‘GIVE NOW’ button, or scan this code using your smartphone. 

You are invited to join our Prayer Team. The Prayer Team receives a 

weekly email with prayer requests. To join the Prayer Team or submit a 

prayer request, contact the church office. 

~  In Our Prayers This Week  ~

The family and friends of Marcia Burns on her death on August 20. 

Condolences may be sent to: 

Dottie and John Lechtenberg 

275 W. Phillips

Watsonville CA  95076



Order of  Worship

Gathering Music

Call To Worship 

Family of God, we live in a world full of conflict and division.

God calls us to be a people of reconciliation.

We live in a world full of misinformation and confusion.

God calls us to be a people of truth and clarity.

We live in a world that wants to settle disputes with harmful words 

and actions.

God calls us to be a people who make peace through compassion 

and honesty.

We live in a world that does not understand the ways of Jesus.

Yet Jesus teaches us to be a people of reconciliation and peace for 

the good of the whole world. 

Thanks be to God! Amen.

Prelude

Opening Prayer       

Lord of the church, you call a broken people around your table: in 

times of disagreement, teach us to listen, loose us from prejudice 

and bind us to your way of forgiving grace; through Jesus Christ, 

who stands at the heart of our gathering. Amen.

Announcements

Opening Hymn #547                                 “O Church of God, United”

Children’s Time

Prayer for Illumination           

Lord, open our hearts and minds, by the power of your Holy Spirit, 

that as the Scriptures are read, and your Word proclaimed, we may 

hear with joy what you say to us today. Amen.

Scripture  Matthew 18:15-20

Sermon               “Conflict”              Pastor Gabe

Hymn #2225        “Who Is My Mother, Who Is My Brother”

Prayers of  the People

Confession and Pardon                          

Gracious and loving God, open our hearts so that we are able to 

admit to you the fullness of our lives – that which is beautiful and 

good, and that which is hurtful and hateful. We confess that we do 

not follow Jesus in all that we do. We love with condition. We 

judge and condemn. We cast the first stone and keep the logs in our 

own eyes. We do not turn to You as the source of our healing.

Forgive us, we pray. 

Forgive our sin and empower us to be imitators of Christ in love 

and service. Amen.

Passing of  the Peace

Special Music                   Choir

“Psalm of  Comfort”    music by Benjamin Harlan

Offering

Doxology #94            “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”

Prayer of  Thanksgiving

The Great Thanksgiving

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them up to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is right…  …with your people on earth and all the company of 

heaven we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth 

are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who 

comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.

Holy are you…  …as we proclaim the mystery of faith.

Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again.

Pour out your Holy Spirit on us gathered here…  …now and for ever. 

Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer

Holy Communion

Closing Hymn #620          “One Bread, One Body”

Benediction

Postlude



Matthew 18:15-20  NRSVue

15 “If your brother or sister sins against you, go and 
point out the fault when the two of you are alone. If 
you are listened to, you have regained that 
one. 16 But if you are not listened to, take one or 
two others along with you, so that every word may 
be confirmed by the evidence of two or three 
witnesses. 17 If that person refuses to listen to 
them, tell it to the church, and if the offender 
refuses to listen even to the church, let such a one 
be to you as a gentile and a tax collector. 18 Truly I 
tell you, whatever you bind on earth will be bound 
in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be 
loosed in heaven. 19 Again, truly I tell you, if two of 
you agree on earth about anything you ask, it will 
be done for you by my Father in heaven. 20 For 
where two or three are gathered in my name, I am 
there among them.”

Prayer for Illumination

Lord, open our hearts and minds, by the 
power of your Holy Spirit, that as the 
Scriptures are read, and your Word 
proclaimed, we may hear with joy what you 
say to us today. Amen.

The word of God for the people of God.

Thanks be to God. 

Welcome to Aptos United Methodist Church!

Please stand as you are able and join me in our   
Call to Worship.

You may be seated.

Please silence your cell phone. Let us now listen in 
silence as we prepare our hearts and minds for 
worship, giving our full attention to the Prelude.

Thank you!
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